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In tense and turbulent times such as ours today (economy, political disagreement,
moral disarray) it is good for us to step back and refocus. We need to deal with all the
realities about us. But we can not get sidetracked by them. In the midst of such a
swirl it is doubly important to keep anchored in the midst of the storm.
For this reason the phrase, “The Main thing is to keep the main thing the main thing”
is going to be an organizing theme for the rest of the fall up to Advent. Below are the
preaching themes that will be used so you can see (in general) what we will be taking in
together.
“The Main Thing is to Keep the Main Thing the Main Thing”
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“Intentional Discipleship Revisited” “Disciplelife”
“What is ‘Great, Greater, Greatest’”?
“The Word of God: More to be Desired than Gold”

“Putting a High Premium on Relationships”
“Inheritance” (Matt’s Aug newsletter article revisited)
“Deposits of Hope”
“Deposits of Faith”
“Deposit of Love”
“Measuring in the Kingdom: Beyond ABC’s”
“Measuring in the Kingdom: Beyond ABC’s
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(continued on pg. 2)
Our Mission Statement: To discover and respond to our call

TO KNOW JESUS

TO FOLLOW JESUS
in unique ministries.

TO SERVE JESUS

Custom Designed A Life
Worthy of the Call

(continued from pg. 1)
“God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in
which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled
to take hold of the hope offered to us may be greatly
encouraged. We have this hope as an anchor for the
soul, firm and secure.” Hebrews 6:18-19a
Remember to “keep the main thing the main thing”
during times such as ours.
Pastor Joel

Timothy Project Bible Study
Wednesday evenings, 7:15-8:30 PM
Resumes on Wednesday, September 9
Taught by Pastor Wendy. Over a three year period of time, you will:
• You will read through the entire Bible and
study portions as you go.
• Learn to hear God personally speak to you
through his living, active word. Incredible!
• Learn various spiritual disciplines so that you
may know Jesus as a profound friend
• Learn to pray
• Learn to study the Bible in a faithful in-depth
manner
No Bible knowledge or experience needed. Participate as you desire. We will study the early
part of the Old Testament this year as well as
parts of the New Testament.
Game
Night
Is
September 19
6:00 pm
(Join us for
Potluck Supper
and Cards).
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September 13, 9:15 Sunday School hour
Pastor Wendy will introduce her book by this title to
both youth and adults. Copies are now available for
sale $14. She also will give a short update on the
non-profit teaching mission, Call Incorporated. Proceeds from the book will support Call Inc. In her
absence, copies may be obtained from Carolee Juergens (8AM worship//Sunday school), Tammy Hill
(10:30 AM worship), and Pastor Joel (weekdays).
The national release is Sept. 1 (Amazon, etc). You
may preview the book on the publisher’s website:
http://www.tatepublishing.com/bookstore/
book.php?w=978-1-60696-969-4

Read and Discuss The Shack
Starting September 20th
Pastor Joel will lead a class during Sunday School hour on The
Shack by William P. Young this
month. He encourages those who
want to read it and discuss it to
purchase it and read it ahead of
time.
The Shack is a novel about suffering and redemption, told in a very creative way. “At times it will
seem very unorthodox to you,” says Pastor Joel.
“But keep reading. It is very thought provoking and
well worth the read.”
You can order it on-line or purchase the book at a
Christian Bookstores, or from a store like Barnes
and Noble.

Pancake Breakfast

September 26 ~ Let’s Eat Out

The youth have already started raising funds for
their 2010 mission trip through regular pancake
breakfasts. Please mark your calendar and enjoy
breakfast at Church!

Dwayne will cook hamburgers and deer sausage.

Next month’s breakfast

They will provide paper goods and tea and cokes.

Date:

Sunday, September 6

Time:

9:15 am – 10:00 am

Suggested Donation: $5.00/person

Will be hosted by the Juergens
At their home.

You bring: a salad, or a dessert, or some chips.
Call for directions ~ 972-617-7301
206 Silverwood, Ovilla, TX

Breakfast menu will consist of pancakes, sausage, juice, and coffee.
Thank you for supporting our youth!

Custom Designed Seminar

Announcing a Special Congregational Meeting
September 20, 2009

October 16-17
Friday evening (6–9:30 PM… Beginning
with Dinner)
Saturday (9AM-4 PM)

Hope council has called for a special congregational
meeting. We will gather in special congregational
meeting September 20, 2009 after the second service
to discuss our present financial situation.
Also we will explain the resignation of Bob Brooks
as it relates to our financial situation.

HERALDS NEWSLETTER …
is now available! Pick up a copy on the table or download
it from our website: www.hopelutheran.net Sign up to be
notified by email when the latest edition of the Heralds is
available. If interested notify Karine Samer by leaving
the information in her mail box or email your request to
her at hopesecretary@sbcglobal.net.

You (everyone!) are custom designed and custom called for a custom designed life! Discover,
discern and “incorporate” God’s unique call into
all aspects of your life. Guidance and wisdom
will be presented for understanding one’s unique
individuality, recognizing God’s guiding hand,
and even grappling with two of life’s more practical, yet significant questions: Who am I?
What am I to do? High school youth and adults
are invited! The seminar will be fun, energetic
and comfortable. The presenters will be Pastor
Wendy and Steve Harr. Cost: $35 (includes all
materials and meals). Co-sponsored by Hope
Lutheran Church and the non-profit teaching
mission, Call Incorporated (www.callinc.org).
Questions, RSVP or pre-register with Pastor
Wendy (972-723-9688).
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Northern Texas - Northern Louisiana Synod
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God’s work. Our hands.
The Rev. Dr. Kevin S. Kanouse
Bishop
BpKevinKanouse@ntnl.org

23 August 2009

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ in the NT-NL Synod:
+ Grace and peace be unto you from God our heavenly Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. +
“As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord
has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together
in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which you indeed you were called in the one
body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teach and admonish one another in all wisdom;
and with gratitude in your hearts, sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him (Colossians 3:1217).
As the 11th biennial Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America draws to a close on Sunday, August 23, I write to you with a heavy heart and, yet, with a note of hopefulness. Let me first summarize the actions I
am referencing. The Assembly voted by a 2/3rds majority to adopt a new social statement for our church. Human
Sexuality, Gift and Trust has been before the church for several years and our own synod assembly voted support for
the passage of the social statement this past April. Social Statements serve as documents to be used for education in
the church. This document is not perfect, but it calls our attention to the proper place of sexuality in our individual
lives and the scandalous reality of many abuses of human sexuality in our society. A small portion of the document
speaks about homosexuality and, while it does not condemn it as some would have wanted, it notes the variety of
biblically-based, deeply-held convictions people of our church have about the matter. I commend it to you, along
with the other social statements of our church, for conversation and study.
We first voted that in the implementation of any resolutions on ministry policy changes, the ELCA commit itself
to bear one another’s burdens, love the neighbor, and respect the bound consciences of all. The other actions dealt
with how congregations could recognize, support, and hold publicly accountable, lifelong, monogamous, samegender relationships and whether our church will allow those in publicly accountable, lifelong, monogamous, samegender relationships to serve as pastors or other rostered leaders in the church. As you have probably heard, the assembly acted to adopt these resolutions. Our synod assembly was formally silent on these recommendations, but
there are those within the congregations of our synod who hold heart-felt, biblically-based convictions about this
matter, on both sides of the issue. Scripture speaks about homosexuality or homosexual acts as sin; scripture also
challenges the law and calls us to an ethic of love and inclusivity for the community of the faithful. Until the moment of voting, I was unsure how I would vote. Through prayer, drawing on my understanding of scripture, remembering the tradition of the church, and out of concern for the impact of these decisions on all the congregations and
members of our synod, I voted against these two resolutions. I know that this will hearten some and disappoint others. Your NT-NL voting members were not of a united mind and prayerfully voted their conscience, faith, and biblical understanding, as well.
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Now that these resolutions have passed, what is next? The first impulse of many individuals and congregations may
be to believe the church has left them behind and they cannot remain part of a church that has taken such a stand. I
understand those feelings, as I have lived with them myself over the past few years and continue to do so. Many believe the church has abandoned the Word of God in the scriptures by being open to this change. I, personally and
pastorally, do not believe this to be true. Those who advocated for the change are also bible-believing Christians and
argue their positions from scripture reading and study. We are and will continue to be a bible based church that focuses on the saving act of God in the cross of Jesus Christ. Sexuality does not define us as a church, only the cross
of Christ defines us.

These, then, are things that I want to acknowledge:
As these votes were taken, we were subdued. There was no celebrating or cheering. This decision was reached
out of brokenness. We all realized that there is much work and healing to do to continue to be the church together. Because of these decisions, some will rejoice, but many will grieve. It is important that we bear one
another’s burdens, love our neighbor, and respect the bound consciences of all, bearing each other’s burdens
and pain in a spirit of love.
No congregation in our synod or church will be required to accept as their pastor a person who is gay or lesbian.
Congregations still have the opportunity to know who they are calling, their full background, and they have
the right to decide the fitness of any person who will serve in their congregation. Your congregation will not
likely be visibly changed by these decisions unless you choose for it to be so.
I am committed to remain in the ELCA and I urge you to make the same commitment. I will work with pastors
and congregations who are hurt or feeling disenfranchised to discern how they can remain within the ELCA.
Indeed, an amendment to the final resolution at the assembly called the ELCA to make provision in its policies to recognize the conviction of members who believe that this church should not call or roster people in a
publicly accountable, lifelong, monogamous, same-gender relationship.

I urge all of our members and congregations to pray for our church, congregations, and individuals who feel
that they cannot bear with the church’s actions. I ask you not to act in haste to leave your congregation or the
ELCA. I ask that you continue to be part of our church as we continue the conversation…we need everyone’s voice
to move our church forward in DiscipleLife. Finally, in the spirit of St. Paul’s words to the Colossians, I urge you to
bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.
Grace and Peace in Christ’s Love,
Kevin S. Kanouse, Bishop

INVESTING IN THE KINGDOM:
Actual YTD Balance (Deficit): ($19,385)
Budgeted YTD Deficit: ($9,587)
Offerings minus Expenses…Overall Balance
for operations: $1,549 (6/30/09)
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Pastor Joel’s Initial Response
to Churchwide Assembly Votes
Please read Bishop Kanouse’s article about the Chruchwide Assembly before reading this.
When the fourth vote regarding the sexuality issues in the church passed I emailed Bishop Kanouse right away and
told him,
Bishop,
In light of today's sadness, I will be standing at all gatherings of the ELCA churches until I know better how to respectfully respond.
I will not sit on this.
With incredible sadness for our ELCA,
Pastor Joel Berthelsen
Further thoughts about this:
a. I stand to symbolically draw attention to Luther’s words, “Here I stand. I can do no other.”
b. I will not stand at church services (except when it is the rubric to do so.) To do otherwise would draw attention to me when the attention is God’s alone.
c. I am weighing whether to sit at meals or not. My initial thought is to do so. Jesus sat with prostitutes. I
think this says I should sit and eat. I do note there are instances when we are told not to extend hospitality. My initial thought is that this is dealing with central creedal errors (“they do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the
flesh.” II John 7. ) However I am weighing what verse 9 means. Secondly, there are reasons to separate over sexual
issues given in I Cor. 5 But those sexual issues are of “a type that are not even found amongst the Gentiles.” This
is not the case here. However I will continue to read and pray and ask for discernment.
d. Since this vote went through at a simple majority it can be changed back by a simple majority. I will be
working to see this done.
e. Lastly, I see this issue as a failure of leadership on the part of our presiding Bishop Hanson. (In his case the
failure was well planned out. You could call this failure a success on his part.) I will call for his removal. Secondly, Bishop Kanouse’s “last second decision” to vote against the provisions (a decision that any thoughtful person
would know had no effect on the voting outcome) points out the obvious. He failed to lead. Therefore, even though
I like Disciplelife, and even though I like him personally, I will let be known that we need new leadership in our
Synod. Neither of these calls will have much of an impact. Nevertheless, sometimes you need to state your mind
simply for integrity’s sake.
f. I will be joining other Lutherans September 25, 26 in Indiana to hear other thoughts.
Pastor Joel

Wednesday Evening Worship
6:15 PM to 7:00 PM
The Wednesday Evening Worship service will be
from 6:15 PM to 7:00 PM in the second Sunday
School room on the left in the education wing.
The service will entail silent prayer from 6:15 to 6:45
with Holy Communion the last 15 minutes.
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Newsletter Articles Deadline Date …
is the 18th of each month. Please email you
articles as an attachment to:
hopesecretary@sbcglobal.net

These members appreciate your prayers and
words of encouragement due to health challenges.
Homebound Residents
Janet Dinwiddie
Park Manor ~ Rm. 405B
207 E. Parkerville Road
DeSoto, TX 75115-6251
972.223.6016

Marv & Fran Christensen
812 Vince Lane
DeSoto, TX 75115-4410
972.223.5172
marvinchristensen@att.net
FCintx@att.net
Norman Emmons ~ Recovering from
Back Surgery
2210 Stafford Drive
Arlington, Texas 76012-4141
817.461.4540
n-emmons@sbcglobal.net

George & Jackie Milyo
2600 Parkview Lane #138
Bedford, TX 76002-7989
In the hospital ~
None
Our homebound members enjoy visits, calls
and cards. Please take a few minutes out for
those
who can no longer get out and about.

Dwayne Juergens ~Recovering from Surgery
206 Silverwood Drive
Ovilla, TX 75154-1428
972.617.7301
dwaynejuergens@sbcglobal.net
Hazel Linder
2718 Gibbs Williams Road
Dallas, TX 75233-3230
214.337-1065
leroylinder@juno.com

Our love and prayers goes to Carol Newman and
her family as their dear Clyde went home to be with
his Lord on August 10, 2009.

Susan Rushing
832 Hickory Knob Circle
Cedar Hill, TX 75104-7804
972.291.1760
smzrushing@aol.com

Memorials
In Memory of Clyde Newman
Mark & Karen Driscoll
Zelda Gates
Mark & Beatrice Kilguss
LeRoy & Hazel Linder (Designed Altar Guild)
Valerie Peterson
Diane Pleasant
Grover & Lillian Radke
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September 2009 Calendar

6 Pancake Breakfast

7 Labor Day

9:15 am

1

2

3

4

5

8 Faith Circle

9 Timothy Pro-

10

11

12

7:30 pm

ject begins
7:15 pm
Confirmation Retreat

13 Custom Designed:

14

A Life Worthy of the
Call 9:15 am

15 Council

16

17

Meeting 7:00
pm

18 Heralds

19 Game

Deadline

Night 6:00 pm

25

26 Ladies’

Grandparents Day
20 Special Congrega-

21

tional Meeting To Discuss Finances of
Church
27

22 1st Day of

23

24

Autumn

28

Sunday Schedule:
8:00 & 10:30 am Worship
9:15 am Sunday School
(all ages)

29

High Tea 3:00
pm

30

Wednesday Night schedule , beginning September 2:
5:45 PM – Pizza ($3/person)
6:00-7:15 – Confirmation (7-8th grade)
6:15-7:00 – Silent Worship (see p. 6 for details)
6:30-7:30 – Chimes choir practice (all ages)
7:30-8:30 – Reconfirmed (high school)
Beginning September 9, the following music rehearsals
will be added:
6:15-7:15 – Adult Praise Team
7:30-8:00 – Women's Group
8:00-8:35 – Mixed Adult Group (Choir)
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September Anniversaries
Joel & Wendy Berthelsen
Dwight & Margaret Bengtson
Scott & Kristine Clark
Dustin & Erin Slayton
Bob & Nina Griggs
Carrie & Shannon Hamilton

HIGH TEA
THE 14TH ANNUAL "HIGH TEA" OF HOPE
LUTHERAN WILL BE ON SATURDY SEPTEMBER 26, 2009,. FROM 3:00 TO 5;00
PM
PLEASE PLAN TO JOIN US FOR A RELAXING AFTERNOON, WHILE SAMPLING
SCONES, SAVORIES AND SWEETS.
CATHY PETERSONWILL BE AT THE PIANO FOR YOUR LISTENING PLEASURE. WE WILL THEN BE ENTERTAINED BY
THE LAKE HIGHLAND SONGBIRDS WHO
WILL TAKE US ON A"SENTIMENTAL JOURNEY" DOWN MEMORY LANE.
SEATING IS LIMITED, SO BE SURE AND
MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS EARLY. THE
COST IS $22.00 PERPERSON.
WE WILL BE APPLYING FOR MATCHING
FUNDS FROM THRIVENTFINANCIAL FOR
LUTHERANS, AS WE
HAVE IN THE PAST
YEARS.FOR RESERVATIONS CONTACT
BARBARA YORK OR
HAZEL LINDER.

September’s
Faith Circle
will be
Tuesday,
September 8
at 7:30 pm.
Come
and
join us.

THANK YOU TO ALL OF YOU THAT HAVE
BEEN SO WONDERFUL IN SENDING ME ALL
THE
LOVELY GET WELL CARDS AND YOUR NICE
MESSAGES OF ENCOURAGEMENT AND FOR
THE
MANY PHONE CALLS AND E-MAIL THAT I
HAVE RECEIVED. ALSO, TO PASTOR JOEL
FOR HIS VISITS AND PRAYERS. MY CHURCH
FAMILY IS VERY CLOSE TOO MY HEART
AND I APPRECIATE SO VERY MUCH ALL THE
PRAYERS AND WELL WISHES. CONTINUE TO
KEEP ME IN YOUR PRAYERS AS I GO
THROUGH A SERIES OF
RADIATION TREATMENTS IN THE NEXT FEW
WEEKS.

9/03
9/05
9/06
9/07
9/09
9/09

September
Birthdays
Brian Sague
Alison Still
Melanie Jones
Doris Kuhn
Myra Sague
Robert Halowec
Lynn Emmons
Mark Jones
Steve Harr
Mark Jones
Rebecca Nelson
Drew Peterson
Brian Fain
Kari DeWeerd
Brianna Lidle
Janice Wessa
Rose Janke
Pamela Bland
Dianne Kreh
Thomas Kuhn
Mark Kilguss
Judy Knoll
Robert Nelson
Stephanie Juergens
Kristin Petrichenko
Lauren Roberson
Hdree Ashenafi
Dwayne Juergens
Cathy Nichols

9/01
9/02
9/04
9/07
9/09
9/10
9/11
9/12
9/12
9/12
9/14
9/15
9/17
9/19
9/19
9/20
9/23
9/24
9/24
9/24
9/25
9/27
9/27
9/28
9/28
9/29
9/30
9/30
9/30

HAZEL LINDER
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Growing Your Faith: Call to Know, Follow & Serve Jesus
Adult, Youth & Kids Sunday School: 9:15 AM
Adult Sunday School
•

September 6—Youth Pancake Breakfast

•

September 13—Custom-Designed: A Life Worthy of the Call. Pastor Wendy has just published her first book and will preview it during the Sunday School hour this morning.

•

Beginning September 20—Panera Women’s Book Study meets Sunday’s at 9:15 am at the
Panera Bread restaurant in Cedar Hill. Led by Janice Wessa, this semester’s book for study will
be Pastor Wendy’s new book, Custom-Designed: A Life Worthy of the Call. All women are welcome.

•

Beginning September 20—Running with Giants, led by Mark Hill. This Sunday school class
will extend throughout the fall and examine what Old Testament heroes want you to know about
life and leadership

•

Beginning September 20—The Shack, led by Pastor Joel. This bestselling novel by William
Young will be the basis for Pastor Joel’s Sunday school class this fall.

Other Spiritual Growth Opportunities
•

Beginning Wednesday, September 9, 7:15-8:30 PM—Timothy Project Bible Study. Taught
by Pastor Wendy Berthelsen. Learn to hear God personally speak to you through His word.
Learn to study the Bible in an in-depth faithful manner. Begin to read the entire Bible. No prior
Bible knowledge needed. The Timothy Project will take a break for the summer. They will resume in September.

•

Women’s Faith Circle—meets the second Tuesday of the month, 7:30 pm at the
church. Come for fellowship, devotions, and Bible study led by Carolee Juergens. All women
of the church are welcome.

•

Small (Spiritual Formation) Groups—Develop faith relationships. Talk about faith and real
life. To explore an interest in becoming a part of a group, see Pastor Joel or Matt Cleaver.

Daily Devotionals and Study Resources
Available on the table in the church lobby. Take one!
•

Christ in our Home—Available quarterly, this devotional has daily Scripture readings, thoughts
and prayers.

•

The Wise Economy of Your Life: Balancing Time and Money—This resource outlines scriptural principles for creating freedom and versatility as you “spend” your time and money.
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