
   Official Publication of Hope Lutheran Church, Cedar Hill, TX October, 2014 Volume XXVIII  Issue 10 

Mission Statement:  To discover and respond to our call 

TO KNOW JESUS     TO FOLLOW JESUS     TO SERVE JESUS 
in unique ministries. 

Church 

972.291.7902 

Fax 972.291.7902 

 

Pastors 

Joel & Wendy Berthelsen 

pastor.joel@sbcglobl.net 

pastor.wendy@sbcglobal.net 

 

Choir Director  

Joe Liberatore 

 

Organist 

Sanctuary Choir Accompanist 

Piano  Accompanist 

Open 

 

Secretary 

Karine Samer 

hopesecretary@sbcglobal.net 

 

Heralds Editor  

Karine Samer 

hopesecretary@sbcglobal.net 

 

Church Council 

Officers 

President 

Candy Moltz - 972.723.2932 

President-Elect 

Raymond Luster- 214.789.3030 

Secretary 

Nancy Yedlowski -  

972.2793-1179 

Members at Large 

Open 

Pat Foster - 972.351.9321 

Joe Kyle - 972.296.6244 

Ed Longstreet - 972.230.3506 

Kathy Purkiss - 972.223.6509 

 

Appointees 

Treasurer 

Kathy Still - 972.293.8016 

Financial Secretary 

Kathy Longstreet -
972.230.3506 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

“Don’t focus on what you are not.  Focus on what you are and what God can do through 

YOU.”   Pastor Joel. 

September was a great start to the new school year.  We have much to be proud of. 

Children’s Sunday School is off to a great start.  Children gather with their families at 

11:15am, just after morning worship.  We draw from the rich experience of “Faith Inkuba-

tors“ (go to www.faithink.com understand what we are doing) to structure our Sunday 

School time and practice a faith experience which can be repeated daily in the home.  En-

ergy abounds in our class time! 

Confirmation meets at 6:30pm on Wednesday.  I love 7th graders!   

Tim Project, 7:15pm on Wednesday, has 7 people gathering to study the whole Bible 

over the span of the course.  Wendy loves teaching this class.   

Choir has begun.  (Wednesday at 7:00pm)  We have laid out a worshipful fall repertoire 

accompanied by a delicately voiced organ setting.  Words will be presented and the congre-

gation is invited to sing on the last verse. 

The Apprentice series has begun on Thursdays, 6:30pm.  More than just obtaining infor-

mation, the Apprentice series incorporates time tested faith practices.  A good c ore has  

made a commitment. 

The Women’s group gathered with Good Shepherd last month.  Now Good Shepherd is 

talking up gathering with us for our Tuesday night study and in our upcoming Christmas 

brunch.      

      (Continued on page 2.) 

 

http://www.faithink.com
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Adult Sunday School 

 

We will be studying the book of Philippians in Octo-

ber. 

October 5 chapter 1 

Oct 12  chapter 2 

Oct 19  chapter 3 

Oct 26  chapter 4 

(Continued from page 1.) 

Friday prayer meets weekly at 10:00pm to midnight.   

Fourth Friday movies. (7:00pm)  Good Shepherd’s Father Dobson in encouraging his people to join us.  (They 

even have a popcorn maker!) 

Calling all Men.  Good Shepherd is inviting Hope and First United Methodist to join them at the November Fort 

Worth event for men called “Act Like Men.”  (November 14-15… the cost is $89)   See the article within for details 

and learn about our new monthly gathering for men.   

October Fun Day for kids.   Building on our Sumer VBS experience, we are going to gather with Good Shep-

herd on October 4th for fun, song, skits and lunch.   

 

All this adds up to a great kick off to our Fall schedule.  Press on! 

Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for 

which Christ Jesus took hold of me.  Philippians 3:12 
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Spiritual Growth and Training Opportunities 
 

We are being trained by Jesus ... as His disciples ... to be missionaries ... in order to transform the 

world wherever we are day to day! 

 

We are encouraged to "press on" in "knowing Jesus" as if we wanted to win an Olympic race 

(Philippians 3:7-14) ... with perseverance, persistance, practicing, putting our energy toward this end. 

This is the most important goal in life. Jesus has paid the price with His life to forgive your sins. He 

has risen from the dead and is alive right now and therefore, ever lives so that He can be alive in your 

life right now... to share in relationship with you and be sufficient for all that is needed in life. Let's 

"press on" to know Jesus! 
 

Over the years, I have seen people become POWERFUL KINGDOM PEOPLE of Jesus through opportunities 

like these ... it's not to late to consider: 

 
Listen and Get to Know Jesus ... Reading and Studying the entire Bible over three years: Timothy Project Bi-

ble Study, Wednesdays, 7:00-8:15PM Recognize the personal practical voice of Jesus in His word. Learn a simple 

thorough study method to fully understand Scripture. Practice praying. Get to know Jesus. No Bible experience 

needed. All newcomers welcome. Taught by Pastor Wendy.“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teach-

ing, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for 

every good work.” 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (hence, the name: “Timothy Project”) 

 

Wednesday evenings: 6:15 PM Quiet Worship (Come as you are able!) & 6:45 PM Holy Communion 
 
Thursdays, The Apprentice Series, 6:30PM: Using Scripture, soul training exercises, comfortable conversation 

and the book “The Good and Beautiful God,” this is an awesome opportunity to deepen our prayer lives, hear per-

sonally from Jesus in His word and allow Him to transform our words, thoughts, character, actions and habits into 

His image. 

 

In addition, see the latest focus for ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL! 

 

 

Mission Training Events 
 

Church Planting and House Church Conference, October 31-November 1: Led by Rev. Dr. Gemechis Buba, 

Assistant to the Bishop for Mission for the North American Lutheran Church; at All Saints Lutheran Church, Arling-

ton, TX 

 
Abida Mission Festival, November 6-8: On Church Renewal and Mission; Keynotes: Bishop John Bradosky and 

Rev. Dr. Gemechis Buba; Click here or talk to Pastor Wendy who will be attending. 
 

 

http://thenalc.org/2014-mission-festival/
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Act Like Men 

 

“Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. 14 Let all that you do be done in love.”  I Corin-

thians 16:13-14 

 

The Act Like Men conference is coming to Fort Worth on November 14-15.  Good Shepherd invites Hope 

Lutheran men to join them for the Friday night, and day-time Saturday conference.   

Act Like Men is named after I Corinthians 16:13-14 above.  The conference is similar to the Promise Keep-

ers conferences in the 90s.   

The time is spent listening to five inspiring speakers, Matt Chandler of the Village Church in Highland Vil-

lage (Dallas Metroplex), James McDonald of the Harvest Bible Chapel in Chicago, Greg Laurie of the Har-

vest Christian Fellowship of Riverside, Ca, Eric Mason of Epiphany Fellowship in Philadelphia, and James 

Graham of Prestonwood Baptist church in Plano.   

Worship is led by two worship bands throughout the two days.   

The cost is $69 early registration and $79 for a group of 5.  The individual cost is $89 and $99.  Early regis-

tration is September 28th. 

This would be a good shot in the arm as we launch our men’s group meetings, every first Saturday of the 

month at Luby’s on Cooper Street in Arlington, 8:00am to 9:30am. 

For more info go to  http://actlikemen.com.  
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Notes from Hope Church Council 

Here is what council is currently discussing and taking action on. Council wants everyone to 

know that monthly meetings are open to everyone in the congregation.  If you would like to join the 

council at a meeting or would like to present at a meeting, please let a council member know.  Coun-

cil meeting minutes are always available and can be obtained through the church office.  

Here is a list of the current issues that council is addressing: 

Dishwasher – The Women’s Circle decided to hold off on the repairs of the sanitizer at this point.  

They are considering raising funds to fix it without using budgeted building funds. 

Children’s Ministry –The Faith Five Family Sunday School began after church services on 9/5/14.  

There are four families currently attending.   

Music – Joe Liberatore is leading our choir, they may be small in number, but they are willing!  

Please see Joe or come to practice if you are interested. 

House Church – Pastor Joel mentioned this concept in his letter in the September Newsletter. 

Please refer to his letter or contact Pastor Joel if you would like more information on this sub-

ject.  This is an idea that council is considering as an attempt to reach out to those not currently 

attending services regularly on Sundays. 

Website – Thank you to Pastor Wendy for keeping the website updated.  If there is anyone inter-

ested in doing this please let her know.  You can make changes to your email address on line- 

there is a link on the website. Make sure you are not missing any emails. 

Compassion International – Youth Sunday School has been sponsoring a child from Haiti since 

2003.  Her name is Nedie.  Since we are just now rebuilding our youth program and have not 

had an active Sunday School for many months, there have been no offerings to support this 

fund.  We would like the congregation to be aware that we would like to continue this mission.  

We have funds until the end of the 2014 year. After that we may not be able to raise the $40.00 

a month donation. If anyone is interested in contributing to this mission, please let Karine 

Samer know. 

The next Council Meeting will be Sunday, October 12, 2014 after the service. Again, please contact 

any council member if you have a concern, would like to be heard at a meeting, or would like further 

information on any of the above mentioned items. 

The Church Council 
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Church Building Usage 

Just a reminder as we start our fall 

season in an effort to make sure 

that the building schedule is coor-

dinated amongst the many groups 

that use our building, please schedule all events 

through the church secretary, Karine Samer (972

-291-7902 or hopesecretary@sbcglobal). You 

can find a form to reserve the building, along 

with a detailed description of our procedure, at 

www.hopelutheran.net/calendar. 

 

Way to Go! 

 Our August mission offering raised $1,888.34 for the needs coming from the Sierra Leone 

Ebola crisis.  Way to go! 

 

Our Church continues to support Nedie Pierre, a young girl from Haiti, through Compas-

sion International.  We have done this for a number of years through Sunday School 

offerings and hope to continue for five more years to get her through high school.  

Way to go! 

 

The upcoming LCMC annual meeting in Des Moines (October 5-7) has raised $80,000 to 

buy food which we will package as a service project to the most-needy of the world.  

Way to go! 

http://www.hopelutheran.net/calendar/
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INVESTING IN  

THE KINGDOM: 

From January, 2014 to the end of August, 2014: 

Hope has taken in $118,873 

Hope has spent $124,190 

Net Income $  <5,317> 

Available for operations $12,964 
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Our love and prayers go to the Pleasants 

family. Diane’s brother, James Vollentine 

went be with the Lord August 31st. 

Our love and prayers also 

go to Cathy Peterson and 

her family as her father, 

Roy Armstrong went to 

be with the Lord on  

 September 26th. 

October Birthdays 

Austin Burleson  10/02 

Nicole Lidle  10/05 

Lillian Radke  10/07 

Kathy Grace  10/16 

Samantha Fain  10/20 

Grover Radke  10/06 

Taarick Ashenafi  10/27 

Lila Barnett  10/27 

Victor Gaultney  10/27 

Send Us Your Favorite or 

Most Significant Bible Verses 
 

Each month we are featuring, in the Hope Women’s 

Page, Bible Verses that the ladies of Hope consider 

a favorite or as significant in their lives. We would 

like you to share your verses with our readers. 

Please send your verses to Karine Samer at hopese-

cretary@sbcglobal.net or leave it in her mail box at 

church. 

October Anniversaries 

Grover & Lillian Radke  10/06 

Nick & Mary Petrichenko  10/09 

Al & Pam Armistead  10/10 

October’s 

Anniversaries & Birthdays 
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Prayers and Words of Encouragement 

Our homebound members and friends enjoy 

visits, calls and cards.  Please take a few min-

utes out for those who can no longer get out 

and about. 

Recovering at home ~  

Steve Kenyon 

953 Hampel Road  

Palmer, TX 75152-6040 

817.913.1396 

Email: sandb1996@gmail.com 

 

Lori Luster 

1208 Pettigrew Court 

Cedar Hill, TX 75104-8134 

214.902.5398 

lorisueluster@sbcglobal.net 

 
 

Carol Newman 

401 Shadowwood Trail 

Red Oak Texas, 75154 

972.217.1463 

Email: swissmiss1927@att.net 

 

In the hospital ~  no one 

 

These members appreciate your prayers and 

words of encouragement. 
 

Marian Black 

Horizon Bay 

355 W. Westchester Pkwy, #A207 

Grand Prairie, TX 75052 

214.235.0371 
 

Marv Christensen 

812 Vince Lane 

DeSoto, TX 75115-4410 

972.223.5172 

Email address: marvinchristensen@att.net 
 

Joanna Snow  

The Sterling House 

1771 Country Club Drive 

Mansfield, TX 76063 

Mailing Address: 21 Devon Court 

Mansfield, Texas 76063-4890 

 



 

10 

Newsletter Articles Deadline  … 
The date is: October 18th  

Please email your articles as an  

attachment to:             

hopesecretary@sbcglobal.net 

 

Romans 8:31b ~  “If God is for us, who can be 
against us? ” 
 
Contributor:  Diane Pleasants  

Thank You~ 

Words cannot describe the comfort and feel-
ing of support your friendship provided 
Keith and me during the recent illness and 
death of my brother, James Vollintine. Thank 
you so very much for your thoughts and 
prayers, cards, email messages, and atten-
dance at the funeral service.  Your kind 
thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated and 
will always be remembered and cherished. 
Diane Pleasants 
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Sunday Schedule: 

Sunday School  ~ 9:00 AM  

Worship ~ 10:00 AM  

Children’s Sunday School ~ 11:15 PM 

 

Wednesday Night Activities:   

Bible Study 6:15 PM 

Silent Worship 6:15 PM 

Confirmation 6:30 PM 

Holy Communion 6:45 PM 

Choir Rehearsal 7:00 PM 

Timothy Project 7:00 PM 

Thursday: Apprentice Series  6:30 PM 

Friday: Hope Prayer Time at Church  10:00 PM 

S M T W T F S 

   1 Wed. Night 

Activities 

2 Apprentice 

Series  

6:30 PM 

3 Hope Prayer 

Time 10PM 

4 Fun Day for 

Kids at Good 

Shepherd  

9Am-2PM 

5 6 7 8 Wed. Night 

Activities 

9 Apprentice 

Series  

6:30 PM 

10 Hope 

Prayer Time 

10PM 

11  

12 13 14  Faith Circle 

7:30 PM 

15 Wed. 

Night Activi-

ties 

16 Appren-

tice Series  

6:30 PM 

17Hope 

Prayer Time 

10PM 

18 Heralds 

Deadline 

19 Council 

Meeting 11:15 

AM 

20 21 22 Wed. 

Night Activi-

ties 

23 Appren-

tice Series  

6:30 PM 

24 Move Night 

7PM 

Hope Prayer 

Time 10PM 

25 

26  27 28 29 Wed. 

Night Activi-

ties 

30 Appren-

tice Series  

6:30 PM 

31 Hope 

Prayer Time 

10PM 

1 

LCMC Annual Meeting 
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