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Ordinary People Hearing God’s Call
Seminar for discovering your call!
We will meet together for three evenings!
Tentative dates and times: June 7-9
Dinner served at 6:15 PM. Each Evening ending at 9:30PM
Cost: $20 (food & materials)
Invite others! RSVP: Pastor Wendy
If we need to shift the dates and times for those who are interested, we will!
Read: “Small is Big” (article in this newsletter)!
Learn many reasons why you should attend!
Find out how! The living God has always accomplished His important work through ordinary
people like you … people with fears, insecurities … people who weak and foolish! Yes! Jesus is calling you and has unique and important kingdom work for you to do! This is a workshop for discovering and discerning Jesus’ call! Jesus’ call is both broad and specific. It
touches on nearly aspect of the Christian life!
Are you asking these questions? “Who am I?” & “What am I to do?” These are questions that
we ask throughout our lives. When we are asking one or the other of them, they are symptomatic of our seeking and searching for the Lord’s call whether we use the word, “call” or not.
Together, we will listen for Jesus' call! Already the Lord has empowered you for His call. He
has prepared the places where He desires for you to carry out His call. Continually, Jesus is
personally calling you to uniquely participate in His masterful plan and purposes. Church in
Biblical Greek literally means “called out ones” … ordinary people
“called out” by Jesus to transform the world! You are the church, one of
the “called out ones.” Do you know Jesus’ 24/7 call for you today?

Mission Statement: To discover and respond to our call

TO KNOW JESUS

TO FOLLOW JESUS
in unique ministries.

TO SERVE JESUS

Adult Education
May 1

I Thessalonians 5

May 8

Pastor Bill Pulscher shares
about Brookhaven Retreat
Center

May 15

II Thessalonians 1

May 22

Pastor Bill Pulscher leads
study for the day

May 29

II Thessalonians 2

INVESTING IN THE KINGDOM:
From March, 2016:
Hope has taken in $ 32,528
Hope has spent
$ 31,419
Net Income
$ 1,109
Available for operations $ 18,464
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Mission & Discernment: Continuing on Saturday, April 30 & May 14
Lord Jesus Christ, renew and increase in all of us, your Holy Spirit and power in your name, AMEN
Please see Pastor Wendy's invitation below where she gives the details regarding Mission Discernment. I pray that
you will prayerfully consider attending along with me. I am hopeful that these 8 hours or so, will reap a spiritual harvest for our church and for me personally. Won't you consider joining us?
Thank you,
Raymond Luster, Council President
Continuing: Saturday April 30 & May 14 (9am, Berthelsen home). Breakfast will be served.
Please email Pastor Wendy (pastor.wendy@sbcglobal.net) if you would like to attend and she will send you the
materials and links for the videos that we have used thus far.
All of the Council and also anyone interested from the congregation will be invited to participate in a prayerful listening and discernment process, regarding the outward focus of our church and how that relates to the inward focus
of our church. Participation will be optional for all. We will focus on the following: spiritual growth, foreign mission, church renewal, works of compassion, call, domestic mission, witness, evangelism and how all of these are related. We will focus on our present strengths and also engage listening prayer to see if the Lord will reveal anything
new regarding our future. We will consider this individually as well us collectively (how the Lord is leading us together). We will invite Jesus to rule and reign over this process and the Holy Spirit to empower all of us. We will
expect our Lord Jesus to work as He did through common ordinary fishermen and tax collectors, perhaps working
through something as small as a "mustard seed," giving birth to something of significance over time. We will not
predict the outcome. This has already been brought before the Council in general terms.
Rev. Dr. Gemechis Buba, North American Lutheran Church Assistant to the Bishop for Mission and some of his
staff teams have done training, gave presentations and prepared materials for such a process, focusing on one of the
NALC’s values, “Mission-Driven. Some in our congregation have been a part of these sessions. Each of our times
together, we will use some of these presentations and materials. In addition, we will have times of intentional prayerful listening, waiting to see if the Lord might reveal something new to us.
Pastor Wendy
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GROW: KNOW & FOLLOW Jesus
DEVOTIONALS! Devotionals are available on the Narthex table!
2016 DAILY TEXTS You may use one of them from a prior year out on the table in the Narthex.
You may also purchase the 2016 version at:
http://www.mountcarmelministries.com/product/daily-texts-2016/
SPIRITUAL GROWTH OPPORTUNITIES: ALL NEWCOMERS are WELCOME to COME!
SUNDAYS:
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL, 9AM

2 Thessalonians is our current study!

FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL continues … First Sunday of the month!
Following worship on Sunday mornings (11:15 AM approx.)
We will continue with an intergenerational approach, having some of our more experienced members share
with our children. So far, several have shared their faith stories with our children. Others will as well. We
are building a faith web around our children. For more info, see: :http://www.faithwebbing.com/
TUESDAY MORNINGS, 10AM (Last Study before Summer Recess: May 24)
TIMOTHY PROJECT BIBLE Study
Listen and Get to Know Jesus: Reading and Studying the entire Bible over three years:
Recognize the personal practical voice of Jesus in His word. Learn a simple thorough study method to fully
understand Scripture. Practice praying. Get to know Jesus. No Bible experience needed. Newcomers are
always welcome. Taught by Pastor Wendy. “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teach
ing, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly
equipped for every good work.” 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (hence, the name: “Timothy Project” Bible Study).
Summer Recess begins on May 31!
THURSDAYS, 7PM: The Apprentice Series: Growing with Jesus in the Good and Beautiful Life
We will have a modified schedule during the summer! Check with Pastor Wendy!
Meeting only on May 19 during the month of May!
Using Scripture, soul training exercises, comfortable conversation, we will continue on with the second
book in the series: “The Good and Beautiful Life.” This is an awesome opportunity to deepen your prayer
life, hear personally from Jesus in His word and allow Him to transform your words, thoughts, character,
actions and habits into His image, will and ways. NEWCOMERS are always welcome!
Inquiries or interest related to the above opportunities, contact Pastor Wendy or Pastor Joel!
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Our Mission Field
“Lift up your eyes. The fields are white for harvest.” John 4:35
The fields are white for harvest around the world. Christianity is growing by leaps and bounds in the Third World.
But what about the United States? Are the fields white for harvest here? The answer may surprise you.
The short answer is The Fields are White for Harvest even in the United States.
Where are these fields?
Pastor Wendy has a phrase which we all should take to heart. She says, “Children, the Broken, and People of
Peace” are a mission field always open – no matter where you are in the world.”
I am an example of children being a mission field which is open. I remember singing in Sunday School “Come
into my heart. Come into my heart. Come into my heart, Lord Jesus. Come in today. Come in to stay. Come into
my heart, Lord Jesus.” I was only three years old. But I meant what I sang. I wanted Jesus in the center of my
life.
Children naturally respond to the gospel. So, share with the children with which you have connections. The Fields
are Ripe.
Secondly, Broken People are open to the Gospel. This month marks the 30th anniversary of my friend, Scott Matthiessen’s, accident that left him a paraplegic. Sometimes events like that drive people away from God. But more
often than not, brokenness opens us up to God. Scott was Christian before the accident. But he has become even a
stronger witness in these last 30 years. Do not shy away from sharing with broken people. They are often a ripe
field ready to hear the Good News of God.
Thirdly, People of Peace are a field ripe and ready. Who are People of Peace? People of Peace are people in your
life who you have an open connection with. They are people you get along with easily. They are people who fit
the description... you are at peace with them. People of Peace are unique to the relationship at hand. A Person of
Peace to you may not be a Person of Peace to me.
Therefore, recognize the fields when they are ripe and ready. If you have a natural connection, do not shy away
from sharing the most important gift anyone could ever share, the Gospel of Jesus.
These three groups, Children, the Broken, and People of Peace are everywhere, including the United States. So lift
up your eyes. See what is at hand. And then open up your mouth and share.

Pastor Joel
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Small is Big: You are Gifted and Called!
Be continually filled with the Holy Spirit. Why? Because, small is big.
Small is big. Though you may feel “small” in some way, with the Holy Spirit, “small is big.” If you
want to have a transformative influence and a big kingdom impact, then you will need to be set on
fire by the Holy Spirit. You will need the Holy Spirit’s power and gifts.
Early in His ministry, Jesus began enlisting ordinary people like fishermen and tax collectors.
Through knowing and following Him, Jesus began to transform and train these disciples (literally:
learners) by demonstrating His kingdom agenda: teaching God’s ways, forgiving sins, proclaiming
good news, healing this broken world, pointing people to His saving death and resurrection, and
multiplying His kingdom work by “fishing” for others.
Quite beautiful, miraculous and amazing, the living God has always been calling, training and mobilizing ordinary people like you for His kingdom agenda … people who were old, young, widows,
weak, poor and even wayward (1 Corinthians 1:26-28). After calling people, God then anointed
them with His Holy Spirit, equipping them with His power and gifts so they might walk in conformity with His call, accomplishing his plans and purposes.
The Biblical Greek word for “church” literally means “called out ones.” “Ones” … ordinary people
like you “called” by Jesus to be transformed and trained by Him in order to go “out,” transforming
the world in His name. Scripturally and fundamentally, “church” is not an organization, institution,
building or place; rather, it is you, one of the “called out ones.” Furthermore, a “member” is not a
name on a list to be tallied; rather, Paul used the term, “member” to illustrate how every believer is
an important part of Jesus’ ongoing kingdom work, just like parts or “members” of a body, having a
needed function (Romans 12:4-8; 1 Corinthians 12:12-31)
Today, Jesus is calling you! Do you know Him? Can you recognize His voice? What is He calling
you to be, do and say to increase His kingdom? How is His Holy Spirit active in you? What gifts of
the Holy Spirit are already at work through you? Jesus needs you! You are an important “member”
of His ongoing kingdom work.
When you trusted Jesus and were baptized, you were anointed with the Holy Spirit of God. The
Holy Spirit was poured out upon you and took up residence in you. The Biblical Greek word for
“Christian” literally means “anointed one.” His Holy Spirit gave you breath when you were raised
from the dead to new life. His Holy Spirit is healing you, increasing your confidence and diminishing your fears. The Holy Spirit is calling you, leading and guiding you. The Holy Spirit’s power is
in you, equipping you for the unique kingdom work that Jesus is calling you to do. The Holy Spirit
has given you gifts, including supernatural gifts. The Holy Spirit will multiply your efforts. Small is
big.
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When Harriette became a widow at eighty years old, she needed to move from her house of many
years to a seniors’ apartment complex. One day as she sat in her apartment feeling sorry for herself,
she recognized Jesus’ voice. Jesus called her, saying: “Harriette, I want you to eliminate the loneliness in this place.” From that day on, Harriette was launched on a mission. Her gifts given by the
Holy Spirit equipped her for this mission. She had a shepherd’s gift, a healing gift, an encouragement
gift and a mercy gift. She was a prayer warrior. Beginning with befriending the lonely, over many
years, she visited countless people transported from her building to the hospital, prayed with people,
anointed people with oil, and helped people to trust in Jesus as they approached their last breath. Harriette began to testify to others how the Holy Spirit was transforming people through her. Many were
inspired. One day a retreat speaker heard her story. The next week he told her story, sending it out to
his email network all over the world. Even though she didn’t leave home, Harriette was proclaiming,
healing, teaching and multiplying Jesus’ kingdom to the ends of the earth.
You can too!
1. Press on to know Jesus as if you wanted to win an Olympic race (Philippians 3:7-14)! Pray.
Talk with Him about anything and everything. Learn to recognize His voice. Listen to His
word, especially the Holy Scriptures.
2. Follow Jesus. Surrender to Him. Rest in Him. Be transformed and trained as His disciple,
learning from Him about His salvation and kingdom work. Repent and be transformed daily.
Practice spiritual disciplines.
3. Serve Jesus. Identify your “spiritual” gifts given by the Holy Spirit. (Use the free inventory at
callinc.org). Learn about your gifts. Your gifts show you how the Holy Spirit is active in you,
motivating and working in supernatural ways.
4. Discern Jesus’ call. It is unique and particular, custom designed for you. It is all encompassing,
affecting your being, doing and speaking in all of life, 24/7: family, work, community, world
and the gathering of believers (resources and seminars on spiritual gifts and call at callinc.org).
5. Continually invite the Holy Spirit into your life. The apostle Paul encouraged everyday ordinary believers including you: “Do not get drunk (overly filled) with wine, for that excessiveness, but be continually filled with the Spirit.” (Ephesians 5:18) For this reason, in our tradition, we seek the Lord and pray to Him, asking him to repeatedly “stir up” His Holy Spirit.
Pray with me:
Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake stir up, renew and increase in me your Holy Spirit. AMEN
Jesus told a parable about “small.”
“The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his field. It is
the smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown it is larger than all the garden plants and becomes a
tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” (Matthew 9:31-32)
Small is big. With the Holy Spirit, “small is big.”
Published in Sola Publishing Newsletter, April 2016; www.solapublishing.com
By Pastor Wendy A.W. Berthelsen, President of Call Inc. (callinc.org)
Call Inc. is a Christian non-profit teaching mission dedicated to mobilizing ordinary people “called”
by Jesus to “incorporate” His call into all of life.
Copyright © 2016 by Wendy A.W. Berthelsen
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Other Opportunities to Know Follow & Serve Jesus!
Let Pastor Wendy (pastor.wendy@sbcglobal.net) know of your interest in any of the following opportunities!

Renewing the Church Through Senior Ministry: Thursday Evenings
Webinar by Pastor Brad Hales
The local congregation is “graying” at a rapid rate. Over 10,000 people each day are turning 65 years of age. Instead
of lamenting the “aging of the church,” we need to embrace it and help older adults grow in their discipleship of Jesus. Through “second half ministry” a congregation can be renewed and “re-fired” for mission. For more information - please see the video introduction to this new series:
Renewing the Church Through Senior Ministry
Join us on the first Thursday of each month at 7:30 pm EST for a free webinar, beginning Thursday, April
7th. Previous sessions may be viewed on the NALC Network
To register or for more information, please visit: http://bit.ly/1Umux8V

Recognizing Jesus Speaking to You!
Do you know how to recognize the personal practical voice of
Jesus? In John 10:4, Jesus taught: “the sheep follow the good
shepherd, for they know his voice.” Jesus speaks His word to us
in four ways: written word (Scriptures), spoken word, (e.g.,
preaching), revealed word (“still small voice”), and the “Word
made flesh.” Sometime in 2016 following the Mission & Discernment process, we will spend a day, listening for Jesus’ personal practical voice and using time-tested practices that have
been used throughout history for recognizing Jesus’ personal
voice. Let Pastor Wendy know of your interest!

May Semi-Annual Meeting
May 29, after 10:00 AM Service
May’s semi-annual meeting will be May 29th after the 10:00
am worship service in the Corridor.
We will elect council members and the nominating committee.
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Prayers and Words of Encouragement
In the Hospital:
At Home:
Wayne Eastman
Nina Griggs
440 Cambridge Drive
DeSoto, Texas 75115-5608
972.223.6353
Email: bngriggs@sbcglobal.net
Carol Newman
401 Shadowwood Trail
Red Oak, Texas 75154-1425
972.217.1463
Email: swissmiss1927@att.net

Our love and prayers go to
Brenda Kenyon and her family,
as Steve went to be with the
Lord, April 15, 2016.

Gail Riggins
1217 Reeves Lane
Cedar Hill, Texas 75104-7307
214.546.6119
Gail.riggins@yahoo.com

Homebound Residents
Marian Black
Horizon Bay
355 W. Westchester Pkwy, #A207
Grand Prairie, TX 75052
214.235.0371

Our homebound members and friends enjoy
visits, calls and cards. Please take a few minutes out for those who can no longer get out
and about.

Marv Christensen
812 Vince Lane
DeSoto, TX 75115-4410
972.223.5172
Email address: marvinchristensen@att.net
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Hebrews 12:2-3~

2

Fixing our eyes on Jesus, the
pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before
him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat
down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider
him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that
you will not grow weary and lose heart.”
“

Contributor: Pat Foster

May Anniversaries
Bill & Deb Burleson
Joe & Nancy Yedlowski
Stephen & Suzanne Dahl
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May Birthdays
5/17
5/23
5/27

Dolores Liberatore
David Still
Herb Fechner
Nina Griggs
Al Armistead
Scott Clark

5/06
5/06
5/13
5/13
5/18
5/30

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5**

6

7

8 *Pastor Bill
Pulscher SS
hour

9

10 Faith Circle
7:30 pm

11

12**

13

14 Mission &
Discernment
9am

15 Day of Pente- 16
cost

17

18 Newsletter
deadline

19 Apprentice
Series 7pm

20

21

22 *Pastor Bill
Pulscher SS
hour

23

24

25

26**

27

28

29

30

31 *No Timothy
Project

Sunday Schedule:
Sunday School ~ 9:00 AM *
Pastor Bill Pulscher at SS hour
Worship ~ 10:00 AM
First Sunday of the Month
Intergenerational Sunday School ~ 11:15 AM

Tuesday Morning: Timothy Project 10:00AM*
Thursday: The Apprentice Series
7:00 PM**
Friday: Hope Prayer Time at Church 10:00 PM
*Timothy Project Summer Recess begins on May
31.
**Apprentice Series meets in May only on May
19th.
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Hope
Lutheran
Church
917 Straus Road
Cedar Hill Texas 75104
www.hopelutheran.net

Return Service Requested

Go to Germany in 2017! 500th Anniversary of the Reformation
In 2017, it will be 500 years since Martin Luther posted 95 ideas (theses) for debate on the church door in a small
town in Germany in 1517, launching what is known as the “Reformation.”
You are invited!
The trip dates are April 24 – May 4 2017. Pre-trip dates to Italy are April 20-24.
A unique and amazing opportunity awaits you to travel with Dr. Walter Sundberg, retired professor of Church History from Luther Seminary of St. Paul, MN. You could plan your own tour, but you would not be able to travel to
these sights aided by the insights of a very dynamic, thoughtful and knowledgable teacher like Dr. Sundberg. Dr.
Sundberg will teach at all the Reformation historical sites. He will also teach on a pre-trip to Rome, Florence and
Venice, recounting the history leading to the Reformation. The trip will end in Berlin. Throughout the trip, conversation will be encouraged to consider the implications of the Reformation insights for our time. In the midst of the trip,
“Martin and Katy Luther” played by Johan and Sonja Hinderlie will be offering humorous and insightful dramas
along the way. Johan and Sonja are the retired directors of Mount Carmel Ministries, a Lutheran Bible camp and former summer campus of Lutheran Bible Institute, located in Alexandria, MN. Pastors Joel and Wendy have been
asked to be a part of tour to Germany in 2017. More detailed information along with registration information is
available on our website at:
http://www.hopelutheran.net/2016/01/28/go-to-germany-in-2017-500th-anniversary-of-reformation/
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