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There was a time when men were kind
When their voices were soft
And their words inviting
There was a time when love was blind
And the world was a song
And the song was exciting
There was a time
Then it all went wrong
I had a dream my life would be
So different from this hell I'm living
So different now, from what it seemed
Now life has killed the dream I dreamed
Life can kill the dream. We see it happening over and over. The very heart of being human is
we are people who hope for glory. And hopes can, and often are, if not dashed, at least seriously challenged to the point we pull back, burry it deep, hold on by the skin of our teeth way
down inside.
But if life can kill the dream, life from the dead can resurrect it. Paul says,
“To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this
mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” Colossians 1:27
The very heart of being human is fulfilled in Christ. The hopes dashed are resurrected and
ignited in him. Christ cannot be in you if he is not resurrected. But good news.
Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!
Throughout this Easter season we will continue to worship and preach in the light of the resurrected Jesus. Ignite the dream. Jesus is alive. Life can kill the dream. But life from the dead
can bring it back to life. The mystery has now been made known. Jesus,
our hope, is alive. Alleluia!

Pastor Joel
Mission Statement: To discover and respond to our call

TO KNOW JESUS

TO FOLLOW JESUS
in unique ministries.

TO SERVE JESUS

Reflections of Hope
One of the top priorities of the church council is to promote open and honest communication
between all members of the church. There will be a monthly synopsis of the council meetings appearing in the monthly newsletter in order to inform all members of the congregation about what council
is currently discussing and taking action on. Council wants everyone to know that monthly meetings
are open to everyone in the congregation. If you would like to join the council at a meeting or would
like to present at a meeting, please let a council member know. Council meeting minutes are always
available and can be obtained through the church office.
Here is a list of the current issues that council is addressing:
Budget – There have been many that have asked about the status of the budget. Even though attendance has been down, the budget is intact at this point. An in-depth discussion on the budget
will occur at the May council meeting and at the semi-annual congregational meeting on May
18th.
Projectors – The projectors have been purchased and those involved in their installation are determining a date in the near future when they can be installed.
Women’s Restroom – Thanks to Joe Kyle for working on the problem with the slow flushing toilets in this bathroom. He is working on putting a snake through the sewer line to remove roots
and build-up as well as using a monthly preventive treatment. Hopefully this will help alleviate
some of the problem.
Plaques for Memorial Gifts – Council will be discussing the purchase of plaques that commemorate the donors.
Church Cleaning – Bill Knoll’s last day to clean is May 31st. Council will announce a replacement at the next meeting.
Pre-recorded Organ Music – Several have asked if the pace of the liturgy and hymns could be
sped up on the recordings. Pastor Joel wasn’t sure that it could, but he would check with the
company.
Share the Peace – The ‘length’ of sharing the peace has been a concern. Conversation on whether
an announcement needs to be made so that everyone at the service is clear that the intent is to
keep the service moving at that point. A suggestion was made to start the music sooner to
move things along.
Dishwasher – The sterilizer in the kitchen is not working properly. It was suggested that it be replaced with a dishwasher. Council is checking on prices for dishwashers.
Worship Service Participants – There have been several times when the person assigned to collect offerings or usher has not been in attendance. In order to make sure that there is a sufficient ‘pool’ to draw from; council will be sending out a ‘survey to meet needs’ form. It has
been several years since this was last done.
Small Group Development – Interest in small groups should be an item on the above survey. It
was suggested that information about small groups should be posted on the bulletin board in
the narthex.
(Continued on page 3.)
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(Continued from page 2.)
Children’s Ministry – Council will talk about our children’s ministry and explore options for
youth groups. This need will be seriously addressed in the coming months.
Tithing – Council will be addressing the need to communicate the importance of tithing and how
donations toward Hope’s designated missions can be increased.
The next Council Meeting will be Saturday May 17, 2014 at 9:00am. Again, please contact any council member if you have a concern, would like to be heard at a meeting, or would like further information on any of the above mentioned items.
The Church Council

May Sunday School
Adult Sunday School
Starting the first Sunday in May we are going to be studying the book of I Corinthians. The book begins,
“Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God…” I Corinthians 1:1
The word apostle literally means “sent.” An apostle in ancient secular experience was a person sent on behalf of
Caesar and the authority of the Roman government to Romanize a city. A secular apostle was to bring the kingdom
of Caesar to bear on place and people.
Paul is an apostle of Jesus Christ. He was sent to help establish the kingdom of God to a place and people. These
two kingdoms sometimes, even often do, clash. Come be challenged once more by one of the great apostles’ of Jesus Christ. He will show us how we at times are more in tune with the kingdom of this world than the kingdom of
God. In this case we are called to repent. He will also cast brilliant light on a life lived in the kingdom of God.
See you at 9:00 AM. Bring your Bible and your sun glasses.

Pastor Joel
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Discipleship Opportunities
We are attempting to offer and expand our discipleship opportunities! We also hope to train people
of significant maturity and character to lead opportunities for the long-term around these six dimensions of discipleship … people who would like to lead, shepherd, teach and “feed” the flock! We
have people who are considering and praying about all of these opportunities and hope to develop
teams for each of them. We would like to encourage everyone in the congregation to commit
themselves to growing through at least one opportunity.
Conversion, Reawakening and Continual Repentance
Scripture is the Living Active Word of God
Timothy Project Bible Study
Intentionally Practice Spiritual Formation Disciplines, especially Prayer as a Means of
Grace:
Apprentice Series by James Bryan Smith
Actively and Continually Desire and Invite the Life and Power of the Holy Spirit
Harriette Hedderick and Elizabeth Brockarie will lead the training on praying for others,
anointing with oil and inviting the Holy Spirit and the miraculous power of God into
peoples’ lives. Time and date will be announced once Harriette’s pacemaker is implanted and her health issues are resolved.
Actively Make Other Disciples (after being trained as a disciple)
Incorporate Jesus’ Call into All of Life (24/7): Family, Work, “Glocal” & the Gathering
of Believer
Pastor Wendy will be leading an “Ordinary People Called by Jesus” Seminar. She is in conversation with two people about their interest in being trained for the ministry development function
(teaching call seminars and other various functions) at Hope.
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Timothy Project Bible Study, 7:15PM
(continning through May 21): Study the Gospels. Learn an in-depth study method and learn to
hear Jesus speak and reveal his personal and
practical guidance in His word. No experience
needed and open to anyone at any time!

NEW! Custom Designed Reflection Guide: Ordinary People Hearing God’s Call by Pastor
Wendy & Steve Harr. Hear Jesus’ call and incorporate it into all of your life … family, work,
community, world and “church.” Assists in answering: “Who am I?” and “What am I to do?”

Wednesday Silent Worship Through May 21:
Recess through Summer and Resume in the Fall

Support Rev Dr. Gemechis Buba
Media Ministry... now reaching 17
million per week including the Islamic
world. Make an extra offering of $50
to $100 (supports one broadcast). Designate to "Buba Media Ministry."
Rev. Buba is the Assistant to the
Bishop for Mission for the North American Lutheran Church (NALC). Learn more on our website.

SEMINAR: Ordinary People Transforming the
World: Incorporating Jesus’ Call into All of Life
(24/7) Already the Holy Spirit has uniquely
equipped you, a believer called by Jesus with His
power and gifts so you can partner with Him in His
kingdom purposes, having a transformative influence and impact in your everyday life: family,
work, community, world and the gathering of believers. Ordinary people knowing how to hear and
incorporate Jesus’ call into all of life, 24/7 … it’s
foundational and crucial to being a Christian and
the church. Find out how! Find answers for normal
reoccurring life questions: “Who am I?” & “What
am I to do?” The seminar is fun, non-threatening
and includes time for reflection, prayer and comfortable conversation. Great food also! Tentatively
scheduled: June 17-19; Evenings, 6-9 PM (Light
dinner at 6 PM; Seminar begins at 6:15PM) Cost
to be announced; Let Pastor Wendy know of your
interest (214-477-0429 or pastor.wendy@sbcglobal.net)
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Many Thanks … The Easter Lilies lending their
beauty to the Sanctuary during the Easter service have
be given by:
The Foster Family
Zelda Gates
The Hackney Family
The Janke Family In honor/memory of our loved ones
The Juergens Family In honor/memory of our family
The Knoll Family In honor/memory of our family
The Liberatore Family
The Longstreet Family In honor/memory of our parents
The Moltz Family
Valerie Peterson in honor/memory of loved ones
The Pleasants Family
The Radke Family in honor/memory of our loved ones
The Samer Family in honor/memory of our grand &
great-grand children
The Strand Family in memory of Hazel Linder
Andrew Trites In honor of Hope Lutheran Church
The York Family In honor/memory of our family

Memorials
In Memory of Phil Sheridan
by Bob and Nina Griggs.
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Newsletter Articles Deadline …
The date is: June 19th
Please email your articles as an
attachment to:
hopesecretary@sbcglobal.net
Send Us Your Favorite or
Most Significant Bible Verses
Each month we are featuring, in the Hope Women’s
Page, Bible Verses that the ladies of Hope consider
a favorite or as significant in their lives. We would
like you to share your verses with our readers.
Please send your verses to Karine Samer at hopesecretary@sbcglobal.net or leave it in her mail box at
church.

INVESTING IN THE KINGDOM:
From January, 2014 to the end of March, 2014;
Hope has taken in $47,594
Hope has spent $48,064
Therefore, thus far this year Hope has spent $470
more than we have taken in.
Is this a problem? No. As of the end of March Hope
has $16,981 available for operation to catch similar
future potential shortfalls.
*****************
Pastor Joel
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May Anniversaries
Bill & Deb Burleson
Joe & Nancy Yedlowski
Stephen & Suzanne Dahl
Jeff & Kim Standerfer
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5/17
5/23
5/27
5/31

May Birthdays
Joy Gaultney
Craig Mitchell
Dolores Liberatore
David Still
Ashley Johnson
Herb Fechner
Nina Griggs
Ashenafi, Malakai
Al Armistead
Julie Newman
Michael Still
Jaime Still
Lauren Delgado
Scott Clark

5/04
5/05
5/06
5/06
5/12
5/13
5/13
5/14
5/18
5/21
5/21
5/24
5/26
5/30

Prayers and Words of Encouragement
Recovering at home ~
Fran Christensen
Park Manor
207 E. Parkerville Road
Rm. #211
DeSoto, TX 75115-6251
Carol Newman
401 Shadowwood Trail
Red Oak Texas, 75154
972.217.1463
Email: swissmiss1927@att.net
In the hospital ~
Steve Kenyon
953 Hampel Road
Palmer, TX 75152-6040
817.913.1396
Email: sandb1996@gmail.com

Our homebound members and friends enjoy
visits, calls and cards. Please take a few minutes out for those who can no longer get out
and about.

These members appreciate your prayers and
words of encouragement.

Marian Black
Horizon Bay
355 W. Westchester Pkwy, #A207
Grand Prairie, TX 75052
214.235.0371
Marv Christensen
812 Vince Lane
DeSoto, TX 75115-4410
972.223.5172
Email address: marvinchristensen@att.net
Joanna Snow
The Sterling House
1771 Country Club Drive
Mansfield, TX 76063
Mailing Address: 21 Devon Court
Mansfield, Texas 76063-4890

9

II Corinthians 4:16-18~

“Therefore we do not lose
heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly
we are being renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far
outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen,
but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but
what is unseen is eternal.”

II Corinthians 5:7~

“We live by faith, not by sight.”

I Thessalonians 1:2-3~

“We always thank God for all
of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before our God and Father your work produced by
faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Contributor: Nancy Yedlowski
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

Good
Shepherd
Church ~ Noon
CHHS ~ 7 pm
4

5 Cinco de
Mayo

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17
Council Meeting
9 am

Faith Circle
7:30 pm
18 Semi Congregational
meeting

19 Newsletter

20

21 No Choir
Rehearsal

22

23

24

25

26

27

28 No Wednes- 29
day Night
Activities

30

31

Sunday Schedule:
Sunday School ~ 9:00 AM
Worship ~ 10:00 AM

Wednesday Night Activities: 5/1-14/14

Wednesday Evening Prayer
Chime Choir Practice
Timothy Project Bible Study
Adult Choir Practice

6:15 PM
6:30 PM
7:15 PM
7:30 PM

Friday: Hope Prayer Time at Church 10:00 PM
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Hope
Lutheran
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917 Straus Road
Cedar Hill Texas 75104
www.hopelutheran.net
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