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What a great day it was!  Everyone left smiling.   

It was so fun to see past members who had come back for the day.  Pastor Eibel shared not 

only a skilful presentation of story and the Word, he preached the very Gospel to us!   

It was wonderful to have Bob Brooks singing with us again.  And equally wonderful to have 

Patsi in the choir.  The choir piece was moving.  Thank you Andrew.  The liturgy and hymns 

were sung with great soul and heart by the congregation, led by Cathy Peterson who plays the 

organ filled with the Spirit.  The blended songs at communion were movingly worshipful, led 

by Steve Hawkins.  

The food prepared by Judy Knoll was tasty, as it always is, but even with a little more for this 

anniversary moment.  Mary Strand decorated beautifully, and helped us transform the sanctu-

ary from worship space to banquet hall in just a moment’s time.   

Carolee drew the stories out of us with her engaging home spun style, which she always has.  

It was fun for me to simply take it in.  And I enjoyed making the announcement regarding the 

roof.  (See details on page 3) 

It is important to pull out the stops and celebrate occasionally.   Our 30th anniversary was a 

great celebration of God’s faithfulness and goodness to us.   

We press on!       

        Pastor Joel 
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May 2  National Day of Prayer…  7:00 PM, Cedar Hill High School Auditorium.  

May 5  General Secretary of the NALC, Rev. Mark Chavez with us. 

May 11 NALC Mission District Meeting,  All Saints, Arlington.  10:00 AM to 3:30 PM. 

May 12 Confirmation Sunday.  Mother’s day breakfast at 9:00 AM. 

May 19th Pentecost Sunday.   Sr. Recognition Sunday.  Semi-annual meeting. 

May 26th Memorial Day weekend. 

 

June 9-11 Adult and Children’s VBS.  Dr. Buba will preach on the 9th and 10th.   A youth group from Minne

  sota will do a musical called “Kingdom Tales” on the 11th. 

August 2-3 LCMC Texas District meeting in New Braunfels, Texas. 

August 6-9 NALC National Convocation in Pittsburg, Penn. 

 

Semi-annual Congregational Meeting to Convene May 19 

Hope’s Semi-annual meeting will convene May 19th, just after the 10:00 AM worship service.  We will meet in the 

fellowship corridor. 

The agenda will include three things: 

1. Elect new council members and standing committees. 

2. Vote on the council recommendation regarding the roof. 

3. Amend our budget to match new realities: the roof, anniversary expenses, money for the youth trip and other 

youth expenses, mission giving, and release money to pay for a new projector system.  (We had the projector 

money last year.  But we declined to roll that money over to the 2013 budget because we were anticipating 

roof expense.  Now that we have the roof money we can release money to complete last year’s plan.) 

Hope Church Council Recommends a New Roof 

Hope church council is recommending Hope vote at our May semi-annual meeting to enter into  a contract with 

Lone Star Steel, owned by Brad Standlee to: 

Reroof the old portion of the church in a color that will match the new roof. 

Insulate the old portion of the church. 

Redirect the water flow patterns over the kitchen. 

Put metal siding on the now leaky wall above the kitchen between kitchen and sanctuary.         (Continued next pg.) 
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Mark your calendars now and begin inviting friends! 

June 9-11 Adult and Children VBS (for all ages): Rev. Dr. Gemechis Buba (North American Lutheran Church 

Assistant to the Bishop for Mission & worldwide evangelist) will return to Hope.  Rev. Buba will preach on Sunday 

AM (all three churches), Sunday PM and Monday PM. New Wine will present the musical, “Kingdom Tales” on 

Tuesday PM, June 11. New Wine is made up of 45 Christian youth on tour from Minnesota. The conference will 

combine Spirit-filled worship, evangelical preaching, prayer ministry and Vacation Bible School for children. Begin 

praying for the conference and inviting others from near and far… any church or without a church. 

To help June 9-11… with Rev. Gemechis’ or New Wine visit, contact Lezlie Pender (214-336-9561) …or with 

children's Vacation Bible School, contact Stephanie Rodriguez (817-992-1247) or Carrie Hamilton (972-768-9307). 

We will need donations ($ and supplies) and various workers. 

(Continued from pg 2) 

Add a new ventilation system over the oven going out through the roof. 

Put a new trough in the new section of the roof where it now leaks.   

Add a leaf-guard above the trough to keep it clear for water flow.   

 

In addition, Hope council suggests we trim the trees around the church to protect the roof’s integrity.   

The good news is….    Hope has been awarded an insurance settlement to get all this work done.  We have the 

money!  We have all been rejoicing for God’s great provision to us.  Come May 19th to the semi-annual meeting to 

hear more detail and officially place all this in motion. 

          Pastor Joel 

                     Adult Sunday School 

                       Sunday School Hour for May 

May 5th General Secretary of the NALC, Rev Mark Chavez will share NALC news. 

May 12th Mother’s Day Breakfast…   fundraiser for youth mission trip. 

May 19th Sr. Recognition breakfast 

May 26th Adult Sunday School…   teaching on the festival of Pentecost. 

 

 
Chronological Bible Readings 

 for May 
Link for this month’s readings: 

http://www.cmbconline.org/pdfs/2011%20Daily%

20Readings.pdf 

http://www.cmbconline.org/pdfs/2011%20Daily%20Readings.pdf
http://www.cmbconline.org/pdfs/2011%20Daily%20Readings.pdf
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A Modern Day Parable 

 
I encourage you to be careful with your language.  Use the term “gay union” to describe gay unions, and al-

ways reserve the word “marriage” to describe only a relationship between male and female.  Why?  Well, 

here is a parable to suggest why. 

Language is notoriously in flux.  Therefore dictionaries must repeatedly be amended.  But while elements of lan-

guage change, language about observable detail, critiqued in limited spheres, is surprisingly stable.  The difference 

between a planet and a moon, for instance, as critiqued in the sphere of modern science is an example of this stabil-

ity.  A planet is a spherical natural object, orbiting around its star, that has cleared the neighborhood around its or-

bit.  (Questions remain, such as, how spherical?  How cleared in the neighborhood?  But they universally orbit 

their star.)  A moon is a spherical natural body, orbiting around its planet.   

Surprisingly, marriage is of a similar order of stability as science’s difference between a planet and moon.   Mar-

riage, for centuries,  has described a binding relationship between a male and a female (numbers have at times 

been in flux, for example, polygamy; but nevertheless, the word has brought to mind a binding relationship be-

tween a male and female.)   

Not with standing, there have been historical challenges to the male, female category of marriage.  For a period of 

time in ancient Roman times, same-sex unions were given the title marriage.  Nero was famously officially united 

to men several times.  But this title of marriage  was met with resistance, not just from Jewish and newly formed 

Christian circles, but also from Roman philosophers and Roman social commentators who viewed the development 

with alarm.   

These commentators did not take issue with same-sex sexual experience.  That was commonplace and accepted in 

the Roman world.  Same-sex experience simply wasn’t what “marriage” was about in most people’s view.  There-

fore, the words same-sex and marriage did not move forward in the same breath.  The traditional definition of 

marriage held sway all the way down to our times.  This is true despite recent polls in America indicating other-

wise.  The larger world attitude balances out the recent Western countries’ spike of change of attitude.  

(Furthermore, one might wonder if the recent American polling data is more an attempt to influence our high court 

than an exact depiction of social mores, though no one is arguing social mores have not changed at all.) 

With all this in mind, now listen to this parable.  

Long before Copernicus’ time (1473-1553) five of our nine planets in our solar system were universally known 

because they were observed with the naked eye.   

Though the ancient Greek’s knew the earth was a sphere, even accurately determining its circumference using 

shadows from the Sun and geometry, and though the Chinese knew the earth was a planet traveling around the Sun 

500 years before Copernicus, the earth wasn’t firmly established to be just another planet orbiting the Sun until Co-

pernicus.  Therefore, because of this development we could say that Copernicus was the first named individual to 

Discover a Planet. 

The next person (persons, they were a husband and wife team) to Discover a Planet was    William and Caroline 

Herschel in 1781.  They had, and have, the honor of being on a short list with Copernicus of Discoverers of a 

Planet, the planet Uranus.   . 

The third persons to discover a planet was John Couch Adams and Urbain Jean Joseph Le Verrier.  They mathe-

matically predicted Neptune’s existence five years after Uranus’ discovery.  Sixty years later, 1846, Neptune was 

found to be almost exactly where they predicted it should have been.  Thus the duo have the honor of having their 

names in the history books as the third Planet Discoverers. 

The fourth discoverer of a planet was a high school graduate from a small town in Kansas named Clifford Tom-

baugh.  In 1930 he discovered Pluto, directed by earlier math projections that it should be out there, and in 1931 he 

was awarded the Jackson-Gwilt Medal and Gift by the Royal Astronomical Society. 

           (Continued on next page.) 
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(Continued from previous page.) 

 

The Royal Astronomical Society’s medal brought prestige and the gift was monetary.  (Tombaugh is the easiest of 

the four planet discoverers to trace resultant financial gain, though it can be assumed that earlier discoverers - or at 

least discoverer’s heirs - gained financially.) 

The planetary plot thickened in 2006 when Pluto was downgraded to a “dwarf planet” status.  Pluto exists in an ice 

belt (Kuiper Belt) that has many ice objects floating around the Sun. (While it is spherical and orbits the sun, it has 

not cleared its neighborhood – in other words there is a lot of ice junk floating around in its orbit.)  One of the ob-

jects in the ice belt, Xena, is even larger than Pluto.  Xena was given a Drarf Planet status as well.  (Xena’s discover-

ers were Mike Brown and his co-discoverers, Chad Trujillo of the Gemini Observatory and David Rabinowitz of 

Yale) 

Still to come, perhaps, is a new Planet X, mathematically predicted to exist from analyzed orbits in the ice belt.  

Some mathematicians have said there should be another planet about 1 ½ times the size of earth, very far beyond 

Pluto.  The search is on. 

Now, what will happen if this new Planet X is found?  Two things will happen: prestige and financial reward.  

Someone (or ones) will gain from the discovery. 

Now, let us imagine that this day does come.  Then, later, another person finds that Planet X has moons.  Will Planet 

X’s moon discoverer benefit the same as the planet discoverer?  The answer is no. Moon discoveries are big, but dif-

ferent than planet discoveries. 

But let us say the Planet X moon discoverer decides he (or she) should benefit the same as planet discoverers.  They 

want to be on the short list, along with Copernicus and the lot.  After all, moons are not very different than planets.  

They are spherical and made up of similar material as other planets.  The major difference is the body to which they 

relate: a same-kind-of-heavenly body (a moon around a planet) or a different-kind-of-heavenly-body (a planet 

around a sun).  So therefore, what is to stop the moon discoverer from saying, “I am going to call my new discovery 

a planet?” 

Some would protest.  “You cannot simply change the word.  It isn’t a planet.  It is a moon.  Words mean some-

thing!” 

“No, I am going to call my discovery a ‘planet’.  After all, it is made of the same stuff as planets.  It looks like a 

planet.  It orbits the Sun.  It just relates differently.” 

“No, it is moon, not a planet.” 

So, the argument goes to court, even all the way to the Supreme Court. 

At the court they don’t even bother to mention that the Bible speaks of a difference between a planet and a moon.  

Arguments based on the Bible have previously been thrown out.  What difference does the Bible make in court? 

It continues to be argued that the difference between a moon and a planet is unfair.  There is financial benefit for 

planet discovers that is not the same for moon discoverers.  They look the same.  They just relate differently.  There-

fore, drop the word moon.  All bodies orbiting the Sun should now be called planets. 

At some point the argument is dropped that the meaning of scientific words should not simply change willy-nilly.  

After all, language is in flux.  Why not this language?  And with this unneeded fumble every later court argument 

resisting change moves to a greater degree of difficulty to sustain. (We simply do not have enough history or a large 

enough pool of examples to substantiate or definitively cast down present arguments.) 

But what of the obvious solution?  Keep the words which science gives us, planet and moon, and simply attach the 

same financial benefit for moon discoverers and planet discoverers.  If public opinion desires this change, prestige 

will come in time, thus satisfying all views. 

Hmm.  So what will happen in June? 

He who has ears let him hear.   She who has ears let her hear.  They who have ears let them hear. 
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Many were blessed by the Spirit-

filled ministry of Rev. Dr. Ge-

mechis Buba at our recent Mis-

sion Summit. The Hope Council 

has committed to sponsoring one 

of the broadcasts of his media 

ministry.  With just $100 per week, we can 

reach millions for Christ. You may sponsor 

more than one week or give a gift of $50 or 

$100 to support one broadcast. You may also 

give a larger honorary gift towards the total 

need of $20,600 which supports several 

broadcasts that are streamed not only to 

Ethiopia, but all over Africa and are even 

available all over the world. Designate your 

gifts to “Rev. Buba Media Ministry.” 

On Sunday, May 12 at 9 am 

the youth are going to have 

Mother’s Day Breakfast…  fund-

raiser for the youth mission trip. 

 

Also, a youth garage sale is 

planned June so start collecting 

your items to do-

nate.  Date TBD 

Sunday May12, is Confirmation Sunday. 

Congratulations to our Confirmands: 

Hdree Ashenafi 

Derek Kilguss 

Chloe Luster  

Luke Vitullo   

Hope will celebrate 

our Graduating 

Senors with a break-

fast on May 19th at 

9:00 AM. 

Devo will be organized by Steve Haw-

kins and will resume in June. 

Watch the Newsletter and 

bulletin for details. 

NEW Second Edition: Custom Designed Reflection 

Guide by Pastor Wendy and Steve Harr. We’ve taken 

something good and made it great! Available soon… 

preorder today! Great gifts for graduates, wedding and 

people in transition! Contact Pastor Wendy (214-477-

0429). Proceeds support Call Inc. (non-profit teaching 

mission & ministry). 
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1 John 4:10-11 ~ 10 
This is love: not that we 

loved God, but that he loved us and sent 
his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our 
sins. 

11 
Dear friends, since God so loved 

us, we also ought to love one another.  

Contributor:  Tammy Hill 

 

1 John 13:34 ~ 34
 “I give you a new command-

ment, that you love one another. 

Contributor: Diane Pleasants 

This month we are blessed to have two 

of our Hope Ladies share their favorite 

or most significant Bible Verse with us. 

Please read below. 

INVESTING IN THE KINGDOM: 

Offerings minus Expenses… 

Actual YTD: $2,465 

Budgeted YTD Income: $347 

Overall Balance for operations: $34,639(Cash less li-

abilities) (3/31/2013). 
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CHURCH PROPERTY  

Property Coordinator: Joe Liberatore, number: 972-293-2898 

Indoor Lighting (inside light bulbs):                     Bill Knoll 

Outdoor Lighting(outside bulbs):                         OPEN 

Electric Systems/Fans:                             Wayne Wooley 

Sanctuary Sound System:                          Scott & Kristine Clark 

HVAC:                                                          Clay York 

Change HVAC Filters:                               Clay York  

Telephone:                           Carl Metzger 

Appliances:                                                 Clay York 

Furniture/Cabinet Repair:                             Bill Burleson 

Small Engine Maintenance:                          Clay York 

Gas/Oil Buyer:                                                 Clay York 

Keys:                                                                 Karine Samer 

Computer Hardware/Software Maintenance:                Carl Metzger 

Carpentry/Handyman Tasks/Basic Maintenance: Leroy Linder, Clay York 

                                    (including playground) 

Plumbing: Wayne Wooley 

Piano/Organ: Cathy Peterson 

Extermination/Bugs: Bob Wessa 

Lawn Mowers/Edgers: Mike Purkiss, Jack Trousdale,  Zelda Gates, 

 Ty Roberson 

Touch-up Painting: Bill Knoll 

Gardens: Cathy Peterson-front sign 

 Cathy Peterson-flowerbed by A/C units 

 Barbara York, Kathy Still, Mark Hill(Shrub 

 trimming) 

Food Pantry delivery                                                      Grover & Lillian Radke 

Organization of Clean-up Days(if needed):  OPEN 

Periodic Cleaning of Gutters: Ty Roberson (small section) 

Carpet Cleaning: Lynn & Pat Foster 

Kitchen:                                                                          Mary Strand & Jan Koska 

Hymnal Maintenance: Zelda Gates 

Attic: OPEN 

Windows: OPEN 

Choir Robe Cleaning: Diane Pleasants 

Nursery Toys/Room:  OPEN 

Sanctuary Preparation (chairs/hymnals): Zelda Gates 

Christmas Tree: Jill Heyerdahl & youth 

Sunday School Resource Room: OPEN      
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Memorials and Designated Giving 

Below is a list of designated funds at Hope used to pay for expenses or support ministries not included in our annual 

budget. You may donate to an of the funds below by designating your offering or memorial to the appropriate fund. 

Numbers below are as of 3/31/2013. 

 Fund Name Purpose Balance 

Do-

nated 

YTD 

Altar Guild Extra expenses related to worship not covered in monthly operating budget. 

Examples of  items bought are new altar paraments and banners. 

$ 1,728 $ 345 

Bereavement Pay for food for funerals. $ 357 $ 0 

Briarwood Sent directly to Briarwood Retreat Center, the camping ministry of our 

synod, to support their ministry and operations. This fund balance is kept at 

zero. Money is sent in as it is received. 

$ 

$ 

0 

 

$ 0 

Cedar Hill Food 

Pantry 

Sent directly to the Cedar Hill Food Pantry. This fund balance is kept at 

zero. Money is sent in as it is received. 

$ 

$ 

260 

 

$ 410 

Computer  

Upgrades 

Upgrade computer equipment, including the computer in the sanctuary used 

for Sunday morning PowerPoint. 

$ 14 $ 0 

Council Used at the discretion of the Church Council. $ 1,854 $ 0 

Council-

Outreach 

Used at the discretion of the Church Council for outreach. $ 351 $ 0 

Ethiopia 

School 

To establish a Bible School to train leaders in the North region of  

Ethiopia. 

$ 1,491 $ 0 

Front sign 

Flowerbed 

Maintain and improve the area around the front church sign. $ 622 $ 0 

Library Purchase new books as needed. $ 46 $ 0 

Lutheran World 

Relief 

Sent directly to Lutheran World Relief to support their ministry and opera-

tions. This fund balance is kept at zero. Money is sent in as it is received. 

$ 0 $ 0 

Rev Buba Me-

dia Ministry 

Support Rev. Buba media ministry which reaches millions for Christ in Af-

rica. 

$ 0 $ 200 

Ministry  

Development 

Develop new ministries at our church. For instance, this Fund was used to 

send people to Stephen’s Ministry training. 

$ 183 $ 0 

Sierra Leone Sent directly to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sierra Leone to support 

their ministry and operations. This fund balance is kept at zero. Money is 

sent in as it is received. 

$ 

 

0 

 

$ 0 

Sunday School-

missions 

Used to support Nedie, a thirteen year old girl from Haiti that we have sup-

ported for many, many years through Compassion International. Our com-

mitment is $38 a month.  

$ 372 $ 0 

Youth  

General 

General youth ministry expenses. Often used to give scholarships to youth 

who cannot afford to attend certain events. 

$ 111 $ 15 

Youth  

Mission 

Supports the cost of the summer youth mission trip. $ 187 $ 0 
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Prayers and Words of Encouragement 

Our homebound members and friends enjoy 

visits, calls and cards.  Please take a few min-

utes out for those who can no longer get out 

and about. 

 

 

Homebound Residents 
 

Recovering at home ~  

 

Harriette Hedderick 

235 W. Pleasant Run Road, #216 

Cedar Hill, TX 75104 

972.293.5812 

Email: hedderick@att.com 

 

Jeff Standerfer 

941 McAlpin Road 

Midlothian, Texas 46065-6474 

972.775.5750 

kjstanderfer@att.net 

 

Virginia Trousdale 

1710 Mallard Circle 

Mansfield, Texas  76063-4084 

817.477.9945 

jacknginnie@msn.com 

 
 

These members appreciate your prayers and 

words of encouragement. 
 

Marian Black 

Horizon Bay 

355 W. Westchester Pkwy, #A207 

Grand Prairie, TX 75052 

214.235.0371 
 

Marv Christensen 

812 Vince Lane 

DeSoto, TX 75115-4410 

972.223.5172 

Email address: marvinchristensen@att.net 
 

Fran Christensen 

Park Manor 

207 E. Parkerville Road Rm. #211 

DeSoto, TX 75115-6251 

 

Joanna Snow  

Mailing Address: 21 Devon Court 

Mansfield, Texas 76063-4890 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May Anniversaries 

Steve & Barbara Hawkins  5/09 

Bill & Deb Burleson   5/17 

Joe & Nancy Yedlowski  5/23 

Stephen & Suzanne Dahl  5/27 

Jeff & Kim Standerfer  5/31 

 

 

May Birthdays 

Joy Gaultney  5/04 

Craig Mitchell  5/05 

Dolores Liberatore  5/06 

David Still  5/06 

Michael Hackney  5/12 

Ashley Johnson  5/12 

Herb Fechner  5/13 

Nina Griggs  5/13 

Ashenafi, Malakai  5/14 

Brett Portillo  5/15 

Bea Kilguss  5/16 

Al Armistead  5/18 

Haley Hamilton  5/21 

Julie Newman  5/21 

Michael Still  5/21 

Jaime Still  5/24 

John Byrns  5/26 

Lauren Hackney  5/26 

Scott Clark  5/30 
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Sunday Schedule: 

Sunday School (All Ages) ~ 9:00 AM  

Worship ~ 10:00 AM  

 

There will be some special events during the Sunday 

School Hour in May. Check the Sunday School 

schedule on page 4. 

Wednesday Night Activities: 

 

Pizza Dinner ($3 per person) 5:45 PM 

High School    6:00 PM 

May 29th will be the last High School meet-

ing until fall. 

Confirmation    6:00 PM 

May 8th will be the last Confirmation meet-

ing until fall. 

Wednesday Quiet Prayer Service 6:15 PM 

May 22nd will be the last Prayer Service un-

til fall. 

Timothy Project Bible Study  7:15 PM 

May 22nd will be the last Timothy Project 

until fall. 

Choir Rehearsal    7:30 PM 

May 15th will be the last Choir Rehearsal 

until fall. 

   1 2 National Day of 

Prayer  CH High 

School    7:00PM 

3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 Faith Circle 

7:30 PM 

15 16 17 18 Newsletter 

deadline 

19  20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  
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    Hope  

    Lutheran  

   Church 
917 Straus Road 

Cedar Hill Texas 75104 

www.hopelutheran.net 

 

 
Return Service Requested 

Hopes’ May Schedule 

 
May 2  National Day of Prayer…  7:00 PM, Cedar Hill High School Auditorium.  

May 5  General Secretary of the NALC, Rev. Mark Chavez with us. 

May 11 NALC Mission District Meeting,  All Saints, Arlington.  10:00 AM to 3:30 PM. 

May 12 Confirmation Sunday.  Mother’s day breakfast at 9:00 AM. 

May 19th Pentecost Sunday.   Sr. Recognition Sunday.  Semi-annual meeting. 

May 26th Memorial Day weekend. 

Other Coming Events  
 

June 9-11 Adult and Children’s VBS.  Dr. Buba will preach on the 9th and 10th.   A youth group from 

  Minnesota will do a musical called “Kingdom Tales” on the 11th. 

August 2-3 LCMC Texas District meeting in New Braunfels, Texas. 


