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Rhythm Transitions
We all experience rhythm in life. For one it is being tuned into the rhythm of the school
year. The nine months of the school year affect us all, even if we have no children in school.
School-out means vacation time for many. Family plans affect the church too.
For another the rhythm is simply having children. There is before children and then there is
with children, two distinct stages of life, two distinct rhythms.
Retirement means we need to find a new rhythm, no longer a regular schedule given to you.
What will you do now?
No matter what your transitions, I hope this summer will be thoughtfully engaged. Just don’t
let it happen to you. Make choices. Take hold of the moment. Grandparents, seize the moment with your grandchildren. It is a different moment for them. Plan. Just don’t let life
flow by like a sleepy river. Do a little proverbial white water rafting with your new situation
provided by the changed rhythms of the ones you love.
For Wendy and myself, Ana is graduating. She will be working at Bible Camp for the summer. (Isabel Bengtson is also working at the same camp.) Wendy and I will go to Family
Bible Camp again at the end of June. We always look forward to this. If anyone wants to
come, talk to us. Before this we will have a new situation at home. We are praying about
how to use this time and empty space. It is a new rhythm for Wendy and I as married people.
We are going to not just sit back and watch life go by. We are going to dance.
Here is to all the dancing that can be happening this summer. (I’m lifting my glass.)
“And David danced before the Lord with all his might…” II Samuel 6:14

Pastor Joel
Mission Statement: To discover and respond to our call

TO KNOW JESUS

TO FOLLOW JESUS
in unique ministries.

TO SERVE JESUS

Timothy Project Bible Study will resume in September following Labor Day.
Quiet Worship and Holy Communion on Wednesday evenings will resume in September following
Labor Day!
Vacation Bible School for Children! This year, we will again partner with Good Shepherd and also
Thanksgiving Tabernacle! We will have several single special days for children throughout the summer! Watch for the various dates and more details!
Adult Vacation Bible School! See separate article on the Ordinary People “Call” Seminar!
Ethiopia Mission Trip: Nov. 11-17 with Gemechis Buba! Watch for more details!
New and Updated! Custom Designed Reflection Guide: Ordinary People Hearing God’s Call by
Pastor Wendy & Steve Harr. Discover how you are already custom designed and called by Jesus to
transform the world by bringing Jesus’ kingdom plans and purposes to people, places and problems!
Special offer for Hope: $13.49 (Regular: $14.99)

Summer Adult Sunday School
I Corinthians
In June and July we will continue to work our way through the book of I Corinthians. We do one chapter a week.
You don’t have to be present every week to get something out of the day’s study, so if you are travelling still come
when you are in town.
The last week of May we looked at chapter four. In it this verse jumped off the page. “Now, brothers, I have applied these things to myself and Apollos for your benefit, so that you may learn from us the meaning of the saying, ‘Do not go beyond what is written.’ Then you will not take pride in one man over against another.”
I hadn’t noticed the verse before. Is it not an appeal to what we would call Sola Scriptura? Paul found his basis, and
did not go beyond the scriptures. He encourages us to do the same.
The church is built on the foundations of the prophets and the Apostles. Paul’s place as an Apostle had immediate
recognition amongst those who counted. Peter spoke of Paul’s writings. He said, “He writes the same way in all his
letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction.”
So very early on, Paul’s writings were thought to be on the par of the rest of the scriptures. They were counted as
scriptures just as the Old Testament writings were counted as scriptures.
So, come to class ready to steady your foundation in the study of the scriptures. Every week has something for
someone. Are not the scriptures a living word? Indeed they are!

Pastor Joel
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Ordinary People “Call” Seminar
June 17-19, 6-9:30 pm every evening (We may end earlier each evening!)
Cost: $35 (including the all "new" book & light dinner/snacks)
Child care will be provided if requested
The word "church" in Biblical Greek literally means "called out ones."
"Ones" = Ordinary people like YOU!
"Called" by Jesus
"Out" (not "in") to have a transformative kingdom of God influence on the world!
Every ordinary person knowing how to listen and walk in conformity with Jesus' call 24/7 in all of life ... family,
work, "glocal" (community and the world) and the gathering of believers ... is crucial to being a Christian and the
church.
As Pastor David Wendel (NALC Assistant to the Bishop) taught when he was here ... fundamentally "church" is a
body of disciples that includes you and me having a living relationship with Jesus in order to be trained by him to
partner in His kingdom purposes 24/7. "Church" is not an institution, organization, building or a place (we will easily get off track if this is how we define “church”). Thus, "call" is not merely about discovering your spiritual gifts
and filling slots in an organization labelled “church.” Jesus' "call" is so much more and not merely like the secular
shallow world's definition of "call" ... doing what you like to do whether in your work or other arenas of your life.
At the Ordinary People “Call” Seminar, you will:
 Identify how the Holy Spirit has already equipped you with His "power" and gifts in order to walk in conformity
with Jesus' call.
 Practice time-tested scriptural ways to hear Jesus' call ... 24/7.
 Learn more about how you are a part of Jesus' "plan" and how He is training you for His "plan."
 Consider how our Lord, the "potter" has custom designed you since before your birth to be a "part" of His kingdom "purposes." Note: "Member" in the Scriptures is not a name on a list to count up and see how we are doing;
rather, being a "member" is living out your significant "part" in the Body of Christ in continuing the mission and
ministry of Jesus today and for the rest of one's life. Do you know your multifaceted "part" in the Body of
Christ?
 Understand how Jesus has already prepared the "places" where you are live out His kingdom "plan &
purposes."
 Eliminate distractions and detours so that you can "press on" in Jesus' heavenly and wonderful call!
 Address these normal, reoccurring and life-defining questions: "Who am I?" & "What am I supposed to do?" &
"Where am I going?" How about asking God your Creator how to best answer these questions?
 Reflect, carry on informal comfortable conversations, pray, process, eat great food ... and have great joy discovering how you are custom designed and called by Jesus ... in a few nonthreatening and fun-filled evenings!
Pastor Wendy will teach the seminar. Preregister with Pastor Wendy by calling 214-477-0429. This seminar has
been redesigned over the years through the helpful input of several people. Many people at Hope have never attended a full seminar! Give yourself the gift and set aside some intentional time to be with Jesus and listen anew for
His call and kingdom purposes for YOU!
I hope you will prayerfully consider coming!
Pastor Wendy
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May 27, 2014
My Dearest Ana Marie,
It has been a great joy to have you in my life for these eighteen years.
Amara wanted a sister. We told her we couldn’t guarantee a girl. We prayed. This was the course of our thoughts:
Psalm 37:4 says, “Take delight in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your heart.” The question we
asked ourselves was, “Are we delighting in God?” Was Jesus our first love? Was He our Lord? Once we felt we
could genuinely answer, yes, then we trusted God would be placing desires in our hearts that he wanted to be there.
When we looked in our heart we desired a child. We assumed this desire was placed there by God.
Proverbs 16:3 says, “Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and your plans will succeed.” We moved forward
thinking we didn’t have a long time to wait. We had planned a summer trip to a Colorado family reunion and then
we were going on to Yellowstone National Park. If the conception didn’t happen soon then it didn’t fit with our
travel plans, and also we felt the gap would get too large, not only between you and Amara, but also between you
and Philip. If conception didn’t happen fairly soon then we would consider adoption. This plan was a little sketchy
since we had been told by doctors that conception for us was statistically a long-shot.
Well, it wasn’t very long from the time the decision was made until conception happened. We were thankful to God
that it was his will for us to have another child. And when you came you were a sister for Amara. We were all
overjoyed! Our family seemed complete, two boys and two girls. You were a little trooper as you travelled out
west as a little babinski. You have been a trooper ever since.
You were a dancer from the word go! You always had the most engaging smile. You are beautiful. You are very
organized, disciplined, tenacious, strong, intelligent, athletic, loving, loyal, and artistic (drawing /painting /singing /
acting / directing). You have chased after your brothers and sister and have in many ways overtaken them. Now
you can turn your striving to a new direction. All four of you are in your own right a force to be reckoned with.
You can go many directions and succeed. So what should you do?
This is my only advise to you. “Seek first the kingdom of God, and all else will be added to you.” (Matt. 6:33)
Proverbs 27:21 tells you praise will be a test. Don’t trust it. Don’t seek it. When it comes, smile, say thank you,
and turn your face like flint to live in the light of the countenance of God. That is where blessing truly is. (Numbers
6:24-26) God will lead you to maneuver with and through your gifts and talents. He will help you put them together in a unique way, in a way which will be of great service to the world and will in the long-run be fulfilling to
you; though it may take great effort and sacrifice, making you feel at times as if it was the wrong way to go. In the
end it will be good. You can count on it. (Psalm 27:13-14)
Always know I love you very much,

Dad
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Vacation Bible
School
Hope is joining up with Good Shepherd and
Thanksgiving Tabernacle for Vacation Bible School
this summer.

Support Rev Dr. Gemechis Buba Media Ministry... now reaching 17 million per week including
the Islamic world. Make an extra offering of $50 to
$100 (supports one broadcast). Designate to "Buba
Media Ministry." Rev. Buba is the
Assistant to the Bishop for Mission
for the North American Lutheran
Church (NALC). Learn more on
our website.

Instead of having it all in one shot, we are going to have
single days throughout the summer. We will announce
them as they are concretely on the calendar.
For the Adults we will have Adult VBS June 17-19.
The time will be 6:00 PM to 9:30 PM Pastor Wendy
will lead a session on our calling. Read her article in
this newsletter page 3.

Bill Knoll will retire as Hope’s Janitor at the
end of May. We appreciate Bill’s faithfulness to
Hope.
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Here is what council is currently discussing and taking action on. Council wants everyone to know that
monthly meetings are open to everyone in the congregation. If you would like to join the council at a meeting or
would like to present at a meeting, please let a council member know. Council meeting minutes are always available
and can be obtained through the church office.
Here is a list of the current issues that council is addressing:
Projectors – The projectors have been purchased and those involved in their installation are determining a date
in the near future when they can be installed.
Women’s Restroom – Thanks to Joe Kyle for working on the problem with the slow flushing toilets in this bathroom. The lines have been cleaned but the water must flow a long distance to the septic tank at the back of
the church. Women need to be diligent and hold the handle longer to achieve a full flush.
Plaques for Memorial Gifts – Council will be discussing the purchase of plaques that commemorate the donors.
Church Cleaning – Bill Knoll’s last day to clean is May 31st. Council approved Karine and Joe Samer to this
position.
Dishwasher – Discussion on this matter continues. A dishwasher may not be sufficient and the cost to repair the
sanitizer is almost $600.00. This will be discussed further at future council meetings.
Children’s Ministry – Council will talk about our children’s ministry and explore options for youth groups.
This need will be seriously addressed in the coming months.
Tithing – Council will be addressing the need to communicate the importance of tithing and how donations toward Hope’s designated missions can be increased.
Computer Program – Council is considering a new program to use for the financial secretary. It is actually a
web-based site that can also be used for numerous other church jobs/situations (attendance, needs surveystime & talent, possibly for budgets, etc.). It would be accessible to all members so that they could be kept
informed on events and matters at the church. Council will be looking for someone to help manage the site as
well as the church’s web site.
Music – Since Andrew will be leaving as well as the departure of our organist, council will be looking at several
ways to keep a music program alive at Hope. If you are musically inclined (or not) and would like to participate, please let Pastor Joel know.
Time & Talents Survey – There will soon be a new survey distributed. When you receive it, please let us know
what you feel you would like to do to help Hope thrive. Everyone can pitch in and do something whether big
or small! We need to all help in running our church.
Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting – All current council members were re-elected. Thank you for all that
participated. As our membership has taken a recent decline, we ask that all members invite a friend and help
our church grow. Although we may be smaller, we are still mighty with the help of God and look forward to
the future. Please also remember our ill and homebound members with a card or a visit so that they know we
are always thinking of them.
The next Council Meeting will be Saturday June 21, 2014 at 2:00pm. Again, please contact any council member if
you have a concern, would like to be heard at a meeting, or would like further information on any of the above mentioned items.
The Church Council
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Newsletter Articles Deadline …
The date is: June 18th
Please email your articles as an
attachment to:
hopesecretary@sbcglobal.net

A special Thank You to
the ladies of Hope that
provided the beautiful
luncheons after the David
Seymour’s Memorial and
Fran Christensen’s Funeral: Pat Foster, Rose
Janke, Carolee Juergens, Judy Knoll, Mary
Strand and Barbara York.
Thank you to Clay York for changing the A/C
filters.
Also we want to remember the folks who are
faithfully tend the lawn: Zelda Gates, Mike
Purkiss, Jack Trousdale and Clay York, who
also keeps the equipment up and going.

Send Us Your Favorite or
Most Significant Bible Verses
Each month we are featuring, in the Hope Women’s
Page, Bible Verses that the ladies of Hope consider
a favorite or as significant in their lives. We would
like you to share your verses with our readers.

INVESTING IN THE KINGDOM:
From January, 2014 to the end of April, 2014;

Please send your verses to Karine Samer at hopesecretary@sbcglobal.net or leave it in her mail box at
church.

Hope has taken in $62,253
Hope has spent

$61,783

Net Income

$

470

Available for operations $18,922
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June Anniversaries
Gene & Rose Janke
Jack & Virginia Trousdale
Ed & Kathy Longstreet
Charles & Lila Barnett
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6/01
6/18
6/21
6/29

June Birthdays
Matthew Kuhn
Michele Lidle
Virginia Trousdale
Zelda Gates
Lyn Metzger
Mary Petrichenko
Joanna Snow
Kim Standerfer
Drew Slayton
Amara Berthelsen
Charles Barnett
Justin Wooley
Pat foster
Reilly Bengtson
Lynn Foster
Diane Pleasants
Ana Berthelsen

6/03
6/03
6/05
6/06
6/06
6/10
6/12
6/12
6/10
6/15
6/18
6/19
6/24
6/25
6/25
6/25
6/26

Prayers and Words of Encouragement
Recovering at home ~
Carol Newman
401 Shadowwood Trail
Red Oak Texas, 75154
972.217.1463
Email: swissmiss1927@att.net
In the hospital ~
Steve Kenyon
953 Hampel Road
Palmer, TX 75152-6040
817.913.1396
Email: sandb1996@gmail.com
These members appreciate your prayers and
words of encouragement.

Our homebound members and friends enjoy
visits, calls and cards. Please take a few minutes out for those who can no longer get out
and about.

Marian Black
Horizon Bay
355 W. Westchester Pkwy, #A207
Grand Prairie, TX 75052
214.235.0371
Marv Christensen
812 Vince Lane
DeSoto, TX 75115-4410
972.223.5172
Email address: marvinchristensen@att.net
Joanna Snow
The Sterling House
1771 Country Club Drive
Mansfield, TX 76063
Mailing Address: 21 Devon Court
Mansfield, Texas 76063-4890

Our love and prayers go to the
Christensen family, Fran Christensen went home to be with
the Lord, May 14, 2014.
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II John 4:10-11~ “10 This is love: not that we loved
God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an
atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since
God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. ”
Contributor: Tammy Hill
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10 Faith Circle 11
7:30pm

12

13

14

15

16

17

19

20

21 Council
Meeting 2pm

18 Herald’s
Deadline

Call Seminar 6/17-19 from 6-9:30pm
22

23

29

30

Sunday Schedule:
Sunday School ~ 9:00 AM
Worship ~ 10:00 AM

24

25

26

Summer Begins
27

28

No Wednesday Night Activities:
Friday: Hope Prayer Time at Church 10:00 PM
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Hope
Lutheran
Church
917 Straus Road
Cedar Hill Texas 75104
www.hopelutheran.net

Return Service Requested

12

