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Is It Time to Revisit the 9/11 Question? 

“The parallel of images and place and time make me pause and seriously ask the question.” 

“…we ought to be no less persuaded that the propitious (favorably inclined) smiles of 

Heaven, can never be expected on a nation that disregards the eternal rules of order and 

right, which Heaven itself has ordained…”   George Washington, First Inaugural Address, 

April 30, 1789. 

Was President Washington’s first inaugural address given in Washington D.C.?  No.  The 

address was given at Federal Hall, Wall Street, New York City.   

Wall Street?  The financial center of the nation?  Yes, that Wall Street.  Wall Street was 

named after a wall along the street which was built to protect the city from attack.  The wall 

has long since disappeared; but the street’s name has continued.  Has God’s invisible pro-

tective wall now also been taken down? 

Right after the inauguration, Washington led the delegation down the street to St. Paul’s 

chapel, just across from the former World Trade Center, and entered the chapel for a prayer 

service for the nation.  Just before entering the chapel they would have passed a famous syca-

more tree. 

On September 11, 2001 the World Trade center was attacked, hit by planes flown by terror-

ists.  When the Twin Towers fell the shock waves shook the foundation of Federal Hall, 

blocks away, cracking its walls.  Flying debris hit and killed the sycamore (I am doubtful it 

was the very same tree as Washington would have passed) next to St. Paul’s chapel.  This 

destroyed sycamore was replaced by the “Tree of Hope,” a Norwegian Fir, a tree under the 

family called Pinaceae, a pine family which also has cedars and spruces in it. 

Why am I mentioning all these details?  Rabbi Jonathan Cahn, a Messianic Rabbi, has noted 

all these details in his book, The Harbinger.  (Harbinger means “foreshadowing”)  
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Continued from front page. 

The day after 9/11, September 12, 2001, Congress gathered and was addressed by the Senate majority leader, Tom 

Daschle.  Senator Daschle quoted Isaiah 9:10 “The bricks have fallen, but we will rebuild with dressed stones.  The 

sycamore has fallen but we will replant with cedars.”    

Senator Daschle meant these words to be words of hope.  We will rebuild.   This attack will not bring us down.  But 

were his words instead a foreshadowing of our nation’s unwillingness to ask the serious question, “Did God allow 

this to wake us up?  Have the words of Washington been taken seriously?  Are we, the nation called The 

United States of America, expecting “the propitious smile of heaven even while disregarding the eternal rules of 

order and right, which Heaven itself has ordained…”? 

Senator Daschle didn’t purposefully quote Isaiah 9:10 as defiance against God.  But did he, or for that matter we, 

ever seriously ask the question whether God didn’t allow this attack to call us to repentance?   

God had called Israel to repentance.  But Israel disregarded those words.  So God allowed Assyria, men from the 

area of Iran and Iraq, to attack.  But even after Israel was hit they responded in defiance.   Isaiah 9:10, quoted the day 

after 9/11, was their response.    

We seem to be paralleling Israel’s experience.  Bricks fell.   We raised up a dressed stone. (We literally raised it up, 

complete with an inscribed message on it, ceremonially placed at Ground Zero by Mayor Bloomberg.)   And sec-

ondly, a sycamore fell.  And we raised up a Cedar in its place.  (In my mind the parallel structure of Zechariah 11:2 

justifies a fir tree being thought of in the category of “cedar.”  Besides, as Rabbi Cahn pointed out, they are both in 

the family of tree called Pinaceae.)   

Therefore, we must then ask the serious question.  If the details of Isaiah 9:10 have strikingly been lived out to-

day, are we also living out the lack of repentance represented in Isaiah 9:10?  This is a serious question.   

If this were not serious enough, there is still more.  We experienced a financial shaking in the market in September 

2001.  Seven years later, to the day, the market experienced its second massive shaking.   Is there a discernible con-

nection?  Well, it seems perhaps there is.  And it is connected to the sycamore again. 

The Wall Street Stock Exchange was founded with the Buttonwood Agreement.  This was signed on Wall Street un-

der a Buttonwood tree, thus giving us the name.  And what is a Buttonwood tree?  You guessed it; a Buttonwood 

tree is another name for a sycamore tree.   

So, 9/11 happened.  We sang God Bless America.  We prayed.  But did we seriously ask whether this might have 

been part of the judgment of God?  September 17, 2001, on the first day the market opened after 9/11, the market 

dropped 7%.  Seven years later (if you look at the Hebrew calendar it is seven years to the day, Elul 29th) we experi-

enced a second massive market drop, down -777 points (7%) that day, (that is a lot of sevens) more when you add in 

the surrounding days.  Did the sycamore tree which was killed at St. Paul’s chapel on 9/11 also foreshadow the 

future damaged markets founded by the Buttonwood (Sycamore) Agreement?   

I don’t know the answers to these questions.  But the parallel of images and place and time make me pause and seri-

ously ask the question.  If all this is mere coincidence God will give us the wisdom to know this.  If not????   

Come, let us seek the Lord.  Let us repent, starting with ourselves.  Then let us repent on behalf of our nation.  For 

starters, let us repent for our nation sacrificing millions of children at the altar of the abortion table.  Come, let us 

pray.  Come, let us seriously ask the question. 

Pastor Joel 
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Consider Going to Bible Camp 

this Summer 

This summer we have three youth who are working at 

Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camp in Iowa.  Philip Berthel-

sen and Austin Hill will be working as Sr. councilors, 

having completed their freshman year at UT in Austin.  

Isabel Bengtson will be working as a Jr. councilor as 

she is still in High School. 

These fabulous youth of ours will fit right in with the 

fabulous staff Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camp has every 

summer.  If you have never gone to Bible Camp this 

would be a great summer to consider it.  Go to 

www.okoboji.org for details about the summer. 

Talk to Mark and Tammy Hill or 

Pastors Joel and Wendy for more 

information. 

INVESTING IN THE KINGDOM: 

Offerings minus Expenses… 

Actual YTD:  $3,120  

Budgeted YTD Income: $34 

Overall Balance for operations: $31,018 (Cash less 

liabilities) (4/30/2012) 

 

Adult Sunday School 

9:00 AM 

July 1    Revisiting 9/11 Questions  

“The First Shaking” 

 

July 8  Revisiting 9/11 Questions  

“The Second Shaking” 

 

July 15 Revisiting 9/11 Questions  

“Processing What We Have Heard” 

 

July 22 Revisiting 9/11 Questions  

Rerun of the “First Shaking” 

 

July 29 Revisiting 9/11 Questions  

Rerun of the “Second Shaking”  

Conference at Living Word  

Lutheran Church, Grapevine 

August 3 & 4 

Pastor Mark Vander Tuig, who spoke the last night of 

our June VBS Mission Summit is the featured speaker 

at Pastor David Eibel’s church in Grapevine. 

Pastor Vander Tuig will speak on Friday night and Sat-

urday.  He was both funny and incredibly substantive 

when he spoke at Hope in June.  His goal is to inspire 

and motivate churches to be about the job Jesus has 

called us to be about.   

For more complete information with workshop names 

and scheduled times and directions to Living Word Lu-

theran Church go to http://www.lwlc.com/ 

Copies of an article written by Pastor Wendy 

and published in the Lutheran Forum, a well-

known theological journal are available for you 

to pick-up on the table in the Narthex. 

http://www.lwlc.com/
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Congratulations to our 

High School Graduate 

Alex Still!! 

Continue Giving:  

Designated Fund Established 

Bible School …Evangelical Ethiopian 

Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY) 

 

You may continue to give offerings for the es-

tablishment of a Bible School in order to train 

leaders in the Northern region of Ethiopia which 

is largely Muslim. We collected about $1500 in 

offerings for this need during the Mission Sum-

mit when were honored to have Rev. Dr. Ge-

mechis Buba powerfully share the Gospel with 

us. Rev. Buba is the Missions Director of the 

North American Lutheran Church which along 

with Lutheran Congregations in Mission for 

Christ is partnering in mission efforts with the 

EECMY.  The total need is for the Bible School 

is about $15,000. Other churches from both the 

NALC and LCMC will share in this effort. 

Please prayerfully consider how you might give 

and don’t forget to designate for this need on 

your offering envelope. 

5th Sunday Mission Offering,  

July 29 

to 

Dr. Gemechis Buba’s Teaching and Preaching 

Videos 

All who heard Dr. Buba at our VBS Mission Summit 

were moved and inspired.  Now we have an opportunity 

to help extend his ministry to millions more people. 

Dr. Buba weekly records two speaking sessions in his 

home, sends them to a production person in California, 

who then sends it to England to beam it out across the 

world.  Millions can access his work on a twice-weekly 

schedule. 

His work has ministered to surprising places: the prison 

that Dr. Buba preached at in Ethiopia with Wendy pre-

sent was already familiar with him through his broad-

casts; women Ethiopian maids in Beirut, Lebanon had 

been listening to him and contacted him to see if they 

could be under the auspices of the North American 

Church so that they could receive a license from the 

government to open house churches in Beirut.  He gave 

them the ok and now the gospel hearing is multiplying 

as they gather, worship and listen to his preaching.  

Lastly, once Dr Buba went into a café in Ethiopia as 

they were on the road traveling.  When he walked in his 

preaching was on the TV.  People looked at him, then 

looked at the TV, then looked back at him and began 

pointing.  They were happy to meet him in person. 

You can be a part of increasing this ministry.  Each 

broadcast costs $100.  We would like to raise money 

towards helping him be on an extra session a week for a 

year. 

Rarely will so little money go so far! 
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Prayers and Words of Encouragement 

Our homebound members and friends enjoy visits, 

calls and cards.  Please take a few minutes out for 

those who can no longer get out and about. 

 
In Memory of Jackie Milyo 
Phyllis Shook and Julie Cash 
Virginia Giesen 
Givendolyn Giesen 
First United Methodist Church  
   Seekers Call of Grapevine 
 
In Memory of George and Jackie Milyo 
Joe Kyle 
James and Zona Peterson 
 
 
 

 

 

Homebound Residents 
 

Recovering at home ~  

 
These members appreciate your prayers and 
words of encouragement. 
 

Marv Christensen 

812 Vince Lane 

DeSoto, TX 75115-4410 

972.223.5172 

Email address: marvinchristensen@att.net 
 

Fran Christensen 

Park Manor 

207 E. Parkerville Road Rm. #211 

DeSoto, TX 75115-6251 
 

Judy Knoll 

419 Windhurst Drive 

Grand Prairie, TX 75052-6133 

972.642.5355 

Email address: retiredgrammy927@gmail.com  
 

Carole Newman  

401 Shadowwood Trail 

Red Oak, Texas 75154-1425 

Email address: swissmiss@att.net 
 

Joanna Snow  

21 Devon Court 

Mansfield, Texas 76063-4890 
 

Norman & Lynn Emmons  

2210 Stafford Drive 

Arlington, Texas 76012-4141 

817.461.4540 

Email address: n-emmons@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

 

 

Memorials 
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GOD’S HOUSKEEPERS 

Again, thank you for all that is done here at Hope.  Bill Knoll keeps us sparkling and is ever vigilant looking out for 

our needs and repairs.   I have been out of pocket and am not aware of all of the helpers this past month.  We are 

grateful for each and every effort.  Please keep me posted on what may need to be addressed and also what has been 

addressed.  I’d love to thank the “helper” or “helpers” for their efforts.    

Areas brought to my attention for repair: 

The entry into our parking lot from Straus Road is collapsing over the drainage pipe.  The council continues to 

address the entry repairs.    

Joe L. has completed rebuilding the window casings.  They look great.  Thank you Joe & Delores!  The council 

is checking into the painting of that exterior. 

The water fountain by the restrooms seems to lack pressure.  Is there a way to “fix” it so the water rises a little 

higher out of the spout? 

The gutter redesign continues. 

Areas addressed in May: 

The bench outside of the front entry was annihilated at some point.  Thanks to those who removed the pieces and 

thanks to Clay York for removing the brackets from the cement.  

Clay also addressed the removal of several limbs hanging from our trees just off of the front patio entry. 

Bill Knoll continues to replace the inside light bulbs. 

I’ve lost track of the multitude of chores done by others. 

The kitchen continues to shine & is no longer “green”.  

Mowing, hedge trimming, picnic table on playground repaired, weeds pulled, etc.  

  Thanks, again, for all of the Keepers! 

  Debbie 
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CHURCH PROPERTY  

Property Coordinator: Debbie Rushbrook, cell number: 214-498-6732 

Indoor Lighting (inside light bulbs):                     Bill Knoll 

Outdoor Lighting (outside bulbs):               Scott Rushbrook 

Electric Systems/Fans:                                  Wayne Wooley 

Sanctuary Sound System:                             Scott & Kristine Clark 

HVAC:                                                               OPEN 

Change HVAC Filters:                                    OPEN 

Telephone:                                           Carl Metzger 

Appliances:                                                      Clay York 

Furniture/Cabinet Repair:                             Bill Burleson 

Small Engine Maintenance:                          Clay York 

Gas/Oil Buyer:                                                 Clay York 

Keys:                                                                 Karine Samer 

Computer Hardware/Software Maintenance:                 Carl Metzger 

Carpentry/Handyman Tasks/Basic Maintenance:     Leroy Linder, Clay York 

                                    (including playground) 

Plumbing:                    Wayne Wooley 

Piano/Organ:          Cathy Peterson 

Extermination/Bugs:         Bob Wessa 

Lawn Mowers/Edgers:         Mike Purkiss, Jack Trousdale, David Marjonen, 

                     Zelda Gates, Debbie Rushbrook, Ty Roberson 

Touch-up Painting:                   Bill Knoll 

Gardens:                    Cathy Peterson, Debbie Rushbrook-front sign 

                     Cathy Peterson-flowerbed by A/C units 

                     Barbara York 

                     Kathy Still      

                                                                         Mark Hill (Shrub Trimming) 

Food Pantry delivery                                                     Grover & Lillian Radke 

Organization of Clean-up Days (if needed):     Debbie Rushbrook 

Periodic Cleaning of Gutters:       Ty Roberson (small section) 

Carpet Cleaning:                   Lynn & Pat Foster 

Kitchen:                                                                          Mary Strand & Jan Koska 

Hymnal Maintenance:        Zelda Gates 

Attic:                    Debbie Rushbrook 

Windows:                   OPEN 

Choir Robe Cleaning:        Diane Pleasants 

Nursery Toys/Room:        OPEN 

Sanctuary Preparation (chairs/hymnals):     Zelda Gates 

Christmas Tree:         Jill Heyerdahl & youth 

Sunday School Resource Room:       OPEN        
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Newsletter Articles Deadline  … 
The date is: July 18th  

Please email your articles as an  

attachment to:             

hopesecretary@sbcglobal.net 

Cast your cares on the LORD 
    and he will sustain you;  
he will never let 
    the righteous be shaken.  

             Psalm 55:22 
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Sunday Schedule: 
  

Sunday School (All Ages) ~ 9:00 AM  

Worship ~ 10:00 AM  

  

No Wednesday Night Activities. 

2012 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4  

 

 

Church Office 

Closed 

5 6 7 

8 9 10 Faith Circle 

7:30 PM 

11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 Heralds 

Deadline 

19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 5th Sunday 

Missions  

Offering 

30 31     

        Pastors’ 

              On 

Vacation 
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Memorials and Designated Giving 

Below is a list of designated funds at Hope used to pay for expenses or support ministries not included in our annual 

budget. You may donate to any of the funds below by designating your offering or memorial to the appropriate fund. 

Numbers 

Fund Name Purpose Balance 
Donated 

YTD 

Altar Guild Extra expenses related to worship not covered in monthly operating 

budget. Examples of  items bought are new altar paraments and banners. 

$ 3,881 $ 295. 

Bereavement Pay for food for funerals. $ 357 $ 0.00 

Briarwood Sent directly to Briarwood Retreat Center, the camping ministry of our 

synod, to support their ministry and operations. This fund balance is kept 

at zero. Money is sent in as it is received. 

$ 

$ 

0.00 

 

$ 0.00 

Cedar Hill 

Food Pantry 

Sent directly to the Cedar Hill Food Pantry. This fund balance is kept at 

zero. Money is sent in as it is received. 

$ 

$ 

0.00 

 

$ 376. 

Computer  

Upgrades 

Upgrade computer equipment, including the computer in the sanctuary 

used for Sunday morning PowerPoint. 

$ 14. $ 0.00 

Council Used at the discretion of the Church Council. $ 100. $ 0.00 

Council-

Outreach 

Used at the discretion of the Church Council for outreach. $ 351. $ 0.00 

Front sign 

Flowerbed 

Maintain and improve the area around the front church sign. $ 622. $ 0.00 

Lawnmower Replace a worn-out lawn mower at church.  $ 2001. $ 0.00 

Library Purchase new books as needed. $ 10.00 $ 0.00 

Lutheran 

World Relief 

Sent directly to Lutheran World Relief to support their ministry and op-

erations. This fund balance is kept at zero. Money is sent in as it is re-

ceived. 

$ 0.00 $ 917 

Ministry  

Development 

Develop new ministries at our church. For instance, this Fund was used to 

send people to Stephen’s Ministry training. 

$ 183. $ 0.00 

Sierra Leone Sent directly to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sierra Leone to sup-

port their ministry and operations. This fund balance is kept at zero. 

Money is sent in as it is received. 

$ 

 

0.00 

 

$ 0.00 

Sound  

System 

Maintain and upgrade sound system.  $ 940. $ 0.00 

Sunday School

-missions 

Used to support Nedie, a thirteen year old girl from Haiti that we have 

supported for many, many years through Compassion International. Our 

commitment is $38 a month.  

$ 272. $ 500. 

Youth  

General 

General youth ministry expenses. Often used to give scholarships to 

youth who cannot afford to attend certain events. 

$ 59. $ 575. 

Youth  

Mission 

Supports the cost of the summer youth mission trip. $ 187.00 $ 187 
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                   July Anniversaries  

 

Dennis & Kari DeWeered  7/01 

Ty & Tiffany Roberson  7/01 

Mark & Tammy Hill  7/05 

Roger & Cathy Peterson  7/05 

Joe & Delores Liberatore  7/11 

David & Kathy Still  7/11 

Bill & Judy Knoll  7/14 

                      

July Birthdays 

 

Lauren Johnson  7/01 

Margaret Bengtson  7/02 

LeRoy Linder  7/02 

Lezlie Pender  7/03 

Gary Trimble  7/05 

Bill Burleson  7/05 

Howard Dressen  7/06 

Dorsey Blue  7/07 

Wayne Eastman  7/07 

Ariam Ashenafi  7/10 

Susan Rugari  7/10 

Candis Armstrong  7/12 

Jennifer Gilbert  7/13 

Mike Purkiss  7/13 

Christopher Gaultney  7/14 

Claire Pender  7/14 

Ty Roberson  7/15 

LeAnn Jones  7/17 

Christine Halowec  7/19 

Elizabeth Yedlowski  7/19 

Joel Berthelsen  7/20 

Allison Halowec  7/20 

Edmund Jarrett  7/20 

Joe Liberatore  7/20 

Nick Petrichenko  7/20 

Nicole Weir  7/20 

Cristian Griffith-Aquilar  7/21 

Carrie Hamilton  7/24 

Jeanne Blue  7/25 

Carl Metzger  7/27 

Bob Griggs  7/29 

Roger Peterson  7/29 

Nancy Yedlowski  7/30 

Sara Gaultney  7/31 

Rachel Petrichenko  7/31 
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