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NALC reaches 100,000-member
milestone
NALC is now among largest third of Lutheran church
bodies worldwide
The North American Lutheran Church has reached the significant milestone of
100,000 members. The NALC passed the 100,000-member mark in June —
two months before its first anniversary.
The NALC is now among the largest third of Lutheran church bodies in the world.
The Lutheran World Federation has 145 member churches in 79 countries. The
NALC is already larger than 96 of those church bodies. The NALC is also the fifth
largest Lutheran church body in the United States. The church body has been experiencing rapid growth since it was constituted Aug. 27, 2010. Since the NALC was
constituted, more Lutheran congregations have joined the NALC than any other Lutheran church body in the United States. The NALC reached the 100-congregation
milestone in January and the 200- church milestone in May.
The Executive Council has formally received 212 member congregations during the
NALC’s first ten months of existence. At least 23 additional congregations have
passed resolutions indicating their intention to join the NALC upon completion of
their departure from their current church body.

Mission Statement: To discover and respond to our call

TO KNOW JESUS

TO FOLLOW JESUS
in unique ministries.

TO SERVE JESUS

2

GOD’S HELPING HANDS
For those who have (and haven’t yet) asked how I know Remica Cox, I thought I
would try to explain. I will try to keep it short, but in my opinion, it is an amazing
story. I do not know her and haven’t met her yet, but I believe that God is the reason
we have been brought together.
Scott and I were running errands on Saturday in Cedar Hill. The smoke that billowed in the distance caught our attention...maybe it was near our house or maybe
an accident on I35, but we felt compelled to check it out. We happened to drive into
the neighborhood off of I-35 and Bear Creek Road where we could tell the smoke was close to. We
were standing in the alley facing a field where the smoke poured out from wondering exactly how big
and how close the wildfires could be to those houses. After only about 10 minutes, Chandra Hill
(Remica’s next door neighbor) pulled into her driveway and started to ask what was happening. Scott
(who does have fire fighting and rescue training skills due to his work) thought that due to the conditions
and the wafts of smoke we were seeing that the fires could be heading our direction. He asked them if
they had a hose or sprinklers and helped to start wetting down the back of the house and yard. I had
gone to the two houses next door to make sure no one was home. On my way back, I saw Scott helping move their cars and we could hear the firestorm coming. It was a sound of a raging inferno and it
happened very fast, flames shooting up and consuming everything in their path. I ran (and screamed as
I later saw this actual video footage that caught the moment http://www.nbcdfw.com/news/local/EllisGrass-Fires-Prompt-Evacuations-124138594.html?
fb_comment_id=fbc_10150217849218670_16965237_10150218522843670 ) and I could feel the heat
behind, but didn’t dare look back. Scott stayed behind with the water hose to get all the folks out before
he left. We scooped up the kids that were at that house and told them that their parents were out and
we just needed to find them. Right around the corner, we found Chandra and reunited her with the
kids…she was crying and praising God because they had all gotten out safe and were together. Scott
indicated that he was going back to see if there was anything he could do to help fight the fires. They
mentioned that their dog, Mia was still in the house so I went back to find her. I found the dog wandering around, but she was too sacred to come to me. I called them and Chandra’s son met me so we
could get the dog…she was safe. The fires kept up dancing from behind the houses and we kept being
moved back for safety. I called Scott to see where he was and to make sure he was safe. He told me
that the house next door had caught fire and to tell the firefighters so they would know. He was still there
trying to fight the fires with a garden hose! I did pass the message, but mostly felt that Scott was on his
own and worried about him. I started to cry; it was so overwhelming to not know any these folks personally, but to feel for them as they watched helplessly as the flames and smoke continued for hours. Just
then, a man came up and asked to pray with me. He prayed passionately for the protection of the
homes and people…and then he prayed for the peace of Jesus to come over us. I remember it so much
because I never told him why I was crying, but God led his prayer to be perfect right then. I felt like I
waited forever to hear back from Scott as he explained that he thought the firefighters had gotten a better handle on the fires, but unfortunately that one house, the neighbor’s house was a total loss. It’s hard
to explain the feeling of joy that is felt for my new friend Chandra that her house was safe, but the sadness that the neighbor lost everything. Scott was also able to get Chandra’s friend’s purse when he went
back to the house so we called Chandra to meet up with her. Scott explained that when he left that her
house was fine and that hopefully the firefighters would let them back to see their house by nightfall.
(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)
Chandra was elated by what Scott had done to save her family and their home. She kept calling him an
angel to which he just explained that “God had blessed him and that He asks us to bless others”. We had
each others cell phone numbers so she let us know that night that her home was fine and she would let us
know if she needed anything.
I read on-line how her neighbor Remica Cox, a single mom, was in Florida at a Baptist convention with
her two teenage daughters when the wildfires broke out. She was shocked to say the least to see her
home destroyed when she got back. The end of the article gave me insight on what a strong and faithful
person she is; “After last night, I questioned why? Then I asked myself, why not me? I do believe God has
a better purpose and a plan for me and my girls,” she said. I called Chandra Tuesday to see what I could
do for Remica. Little did I know, but Chandra had been busy since the fires, she explained that she felt
called by God to help her neighbor; she wanted to be a blessing to her neighbor because it could have
easily been her, too. She has worked with Remica to find out her needs to put together the donation drive
for this weekend, contacted the homeowners association to ask for their help, worked to help set up a
foundation account for donations, talked with city council member and her congressman to pull the community together to show God’s love to their neighbor, who really needs it right now.
This is why I have sent out the info to everyone to help Remica. She seems like such a wonderful person
who really hasn’t asked for much considering her situation. I have not met her yet, but have been working
with Chandra to help spread the word. I honestly didn’t know what type of response I would receive back,
but it has brought tears of joy to hear from all the people who really want to help. Karine & Kathy each had
sent me an email asking my connection to Remica; it really made me sit down and reflect on the whole
picture. I am sorry for the long email, but I had to tell the story of how God is working within His people. We all have special gifts and talents; He only asks us to use them as we can to help others. This
story is still unfolding, and how wonderful it is to see God’s never ending love.
Thank you so much for the support and prayers for this family. Thanks to the community who will continue
to help those in times of crisis.
Thanks be to God in all His glory!!
Kristine Clark
THANKS to the Vacation Bible School
team of workers... awesome talented
gifted people who sacrificially gave of
their time on behalf of our families and
children!
Pastor Wendy
Vacation Bible School Recap
What an amazing week it was at Good Shepherd, Hope
Lutheran, and Thanksgiving Tabernacle Bible Fellowship! Our three churches collaborated on VBS once
again this year. Throughout the week we had over fifty
children attend and experience an opening skit along
with music, learning songs, creating crafts, playing
games and making new friends! Of course, all of the
children enjoyed themselves. Most importantly they
learned
continued
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that they are called by God, loved by him, and uniquely
gifted by him.
Though we had over fifty children participate in VBS
this year, we likely had even more adults and teenagers
who helped prepare meals and snacks, teach Bible stories, lead games, act out skits, lead a group of children,
take photographs, and more. Thank you to everyone
who helped to make this year’s VBS a success!
Most importantly, we thank Carrie Hamilton for being
our VBS coordinator this year and orchestrating all the
many moving pieces that goes into a week of VBS. We
also want to thank Pastor Wendy for writing the curriculum for this year’s VBS, which was a huge undertaking. Every year VBS goes to show that we really do
need the whole Body of Christ to carry out our ministry
as a church.

Memorials and Designated Giving
Below is a list of designated funds at Hope used to pay for expenses or support ministries not included in our annual
budget. You may donate to any of the funds below by designating your offering or memorial to the appropriate fund.
Numbers below are as of 3/31/2011.
Fund Name
Altar Guild

Purpose
Extra expenses related to worship not covered in monthly operating
budget. Examples of items bought are new altar paraments and banners.

Balance

Donated
YTD

$

2,022.36

$

0.00

$

411.42

$

0.00

Briarwood

Sent directly to Briarwood Retreat Center, the camping ministry of our
$
synod, to support their ministry and operations. This fund balance is kept $
at zero. Money is sent in as it is received.

0.00

$

0.00

Cedar Hill
Food Pantry

Sent directly to the Cedar Hill Food Pantry. This fund balance is kept at
zero. Money is sent in as it is received.

$
$

0.00

$ 475.00

Computer
Upgrades

Upgrade computer equipment, including the computer in the sanctuary
used for Sunday morning PowerPoint.

$

950.00

$ 650.00

Council

Used at the discretion of the Church Council.

$

100.19

$

0.00

CouncilOutreach

Used at the discretion of the Church Council for outreach.

$

351.30

$

0.00

Front sign
Flowerbed

Maintain and improve the area around the front church sign.

$

622.24

$

0.00

Lawnmower

Replace a worn-out lawn mower at church.

$

2,200.00

$

1,800

Library

Purchase new books as needed.

$

69.08

$

0.00

$

0.00

$

00.00

Ministry
Develop new ministries at our church. For instance, this Fund was used to $
Development send people to Stephen’s Ministry training.

2,241.82

$

0.00

Bereavement Pay for food for funerals.

Lutheran
Sent directly to Lutheran World Relief to support their ministry and opWorld Relief erations. This fund balance is kept at zero. Money is sent in as it is received.

Matt Cleaver Support tuition costs for Matt Cleaver’s seminary program.
Seminary

$

0.00

$

0.00

Sierra Leone

Sent directly to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sierra Leone to support their ministry and operations. This fund balance is kept at zero.
Money is sent in as it is received.

$

0.00

$

0.00

Sound
System

Maintain and upgrade sound system.

$

1233.22

$

0.00

Sunday
Schoolmissions

Used to support Nedie, a thirteen year old girl from Haiti that we have
supported for many, many years through Compassion International. Our
commitment is $38 a month.

$

42.46

$ 163.00

Youth
General

General youth ministry expenses. Often used to give scholarships to
youth who cannot afford to attend certain events.

$

1590.00

$ 238.80

Youth
Mission

Supports the cost of the summer youth mission trip.

$

1,758.86

$

2,075.
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2011 Calendar
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

Sat
2

Pastors...

3

4 Independence
Day

5

6

7

8

9

14

15

16

21

22

23

28

29

30

Joel and Wendy

Church
Office Closed
10

11

12

13

On Vacation
17 NO Council
Meeting

18 Heralds Deadline

19

20

Youth Mission Trip
24

25

26

27

31 5th Missions

Sunday

Sunday Schedule:
Worship ~ 10:00 AM (8:00 AM service discontinued)
Adult & Youth Sunday School ~ 9:00 AM
Wednesday Night Activities:
All Wednesday night activities are recessed for the
summer.
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Once there were three trees on a hill in the woods. They were discussing their hopes and dreams when the first tree
said, 'Someday I hope to be a treasure chest. I could be filled with gold, silver and precious gems. I could be decorated with intricate carving and everyone would see the beauty.'
Then the second tree said, 'Someday I will be a mighty ship. I will take Kings and queens across the waters and sail
to the corners of the world. Everyone will feel safe in me because of the strength of my hull.'
Finally the third tree said, 'I want to grow to be the tallest and straightest Tree in the forest. People will see me on
top of the hill and look up to my branches, and think of the heavens and God and how close to them I am reaching.
I will be the greatest tree of all time and people will always remember me.'
After a few years of praying that their dreams would come true, a group of woodsmen came upon the trees. When
one came to the first tree he said, 'This looks like a strong tree, I think I should be able to sell the wood to a carpenter, 'and he began cutting it down. The tree was happy, because he knew that the carpenter would make him into a
treasure chest.
At the second tree the woodsman said, 'This looks like a strong tree.. I should be able to sell it to the shipyard.' The
second tree was happy Because he knew he was on his way to becoming a mighty ship.
When the woodsmen came upon the third tree, the tree was frightened because he knew that if they cut him down
his dreams would not come true. One of the woodsmen said, 'I don't need anything special from my tree, I'll take
this one,' and he cut it down.
When the first tree arrived at the carpenters, he was made into a feed box for animals. He was then placed in a barn
and filled with hay. This was not at all what he had prayed for.
The second tree was cut and made into a small fishing boat. His dreams of being a mighty ship and carrying kings
had come to an end.
The third tree was cut into large pieces, and left alone in the dark.
The years went by, and the trees forgot about their dreams.
Then one day, a man and woman came to the barn. She gave birth and they placed the baby in the hay in the feed
box that was made from the first tree. The man wished that he could have made a crib for the baby, but this manger
would have to do. The tree could feel the importance of this event and knew that it had held the greatest treasure of
all time.
Years later, a group of men got in the fishing boat made from the second tree. One of them was tired and went to
sleep. While they were out on the water, a great storm arose and the tree didn't think it was strong enough to keep
the men safe. The men woke the sleeping man, and He stood and said 'Peace' and the storm stopped. At this time,
the tree knew that it had carried the King of Kings in its boat.
Finally, someone came and got the third tree. It was carried through the streets as the people mocked the man who
was carrying it. When they came to a stop, the man was nailed to the tree and raised in the air to die at the top of a
hill. When Sunday came, the tree came to realize that it was strong enough to stand at the top of the hill and be as
close to God as was possible, because Jesus had been crucified on it.
The moral of this story is that when things don't seem to be going your way, always know
that God has a plan for you. If you place your trust in Him, God will give you great gifts.
Each of the trees got what they wanted, just not in the way they had imagined.
We don't always know what God's plans are for us. We just know that His Ways are not
our ways, but His ways are always best.
Author unknown
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Prayers and Words of Encouragement
Homebound Residents
Janet Dinwiddie
Park Manor ~ Rm. 405B
207 E. Parkerville Road
DeSoto, TX 75115-6251
972.223.6016
George & Jackie Milyo
2600 Parkview Lane #138
Bedford, TX 76002-7989
In the hospital ~ none
Recovering at home ~
Bob Sparr
P. O. Box 405
DeSoto, Texas 75154-1452
bob752@att.net

These members appreciate your
prayers
and words of encouragement.
Marv Christensen
812 Vince Lane
DeSoto, TX 75115-4410
972.223.5172
marvinchristensen@att.net
Fran Christensen
Park Manor
207 E. Parkerville Road
DeSoto, TX 75115-6251
FCintx@att.net
Norman Emmons
2210 Stafford Drive
Arlington, Texas 76012-4141
817.461.4540
n-emmons@sbcglobal.net
Dick and Joanna Snow
1771 County Club Blvd
Mansfield, TX 76063-6607
817.729.1688
mjsnomom@aol.com

Friends of Hope

Our love and prayers go to The Kelsey

Denise Eibel & Family
1084 Rosewood Drive
Grapevine, TX 76051

Family as Bob Kelsey was called home
to be with our Lord June 15.

Our homebound members and friends enjoy
visits, calls and cards. Please take a few minutes out for those who can no longer get out
and about.
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July Anniversaries
Dennis & Kari DeWeerd
Ty & Tiffany Roberson
Mark & Tammy Hill
Roger & Cathy Peterson
David & Kathy Still
Bill & Judy Knoll
Brian & Myra Sague

7/01
7/01
7/05
7/05
7/11
7/14
7/30

July Birthdays

Women of Hope

Newsletter Articles Deadline …
The date is: July 18th
Please email your articles as an attachment to:
hopesecretary@sbcglobal.net

Lauren Johnson
Margaret Bengtson
LeRoy Linder
Lezlie Pender
Gary Trimble
Bill Burleson
Howard Dressen
Joe Kyle
Dorsey Blue
Wayne Eastman
Ashenafie, Ariam
Susan Rugari
Candis Armstrong
Jennifer Gilbert
Mike Purkiss
Christopher Gaultney
Claire Pender
Ty Roberson
LeAnn Jones
Christine Halowec
Elizabeth Yedlowski
Joel Berthelsen
Allison Halowec
Eddie Jarrett
Nick Petrichenko
Cristian Griffith-Aquilar
Carrie Hamilton
Jeanne Blue
Carl Metzger
Bob Griggs
Roger Peterson
Nancy Yedlowski
Sara Gaultney
Rachel Petrichenko

7/01
7/02
7/02
7/02
7/03
7/05
7/06
7/06
7/07
7/07
7/09
7/10
7/12
7/13
7/13
7/14
7/14
7/15
7/17
7/18
7/19
7/20
7/20
7/20
7/20
7/21
7/24
7/25
7/27
7/29
7/29
7/30
7/31
7/31 9

14
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Growing Your Faith: Call to Know, Follow & Serve Jesus
Children’s Sunday school will recess for the summer.
Adult & Youth Sunday School: 9:00 AM
Adult Sunday School
 July 3 & 10—No Sunday School as Pastor Joel is out of town on vacation.


Rest of July—Sunday School led by Pastor Joel.

Other Spiritual Growth Opportunities


On recess for summer: Timothy Project Bible Study, Wednesday evenings, 7:15-8:30
PM. Taught by Pastor Wendy. Over a three year period of time, you will:
 You will read through the entire Bible and study portions as you go.
 Learn to hear God personally speak to you through his living, active word. Incredible!
 Learn various spiritual disciplines so that you may know Jesus as a profound friend
 Learn to pray
 Learn to study the Bible in a faithful in-depth manner
No Bible knowledge or experience needed. Participate as you desire. We will study the
early part of the Old Testament this year as well as parts of the New Testament. Newcomers welcome!



On recess for summer: Wednesday Evening Prayer and Communion, 6:15-7:00 PM
Wednesdays. Come for silent prayer in our prayer chapel. Prayer guides, Bibles, and
journaling supplies are made available for you so that you can spend meaningful time in
prayer listening for God. Each evening closes with anointing with oil and Holy Communion.



Women’s Faith Circle—meets the second Tuesday of the month, 7:30 pm at the
church. Come for fellowship, devotions, and Bible study led by Carolee Juergens. All
women of the church are welcome.



Small (Spiritual Formation) Groups—Develop faith relationships. Talk about faith and
real life. To explore an interest in becoming a part of a group, see Pastor Joel or Matt
Cleaver.

Daily Devotionals and Study Resources
Available on the table in the church lobby. Take one!


Christ in our Home—Available quarterly, this devotional has daily Scripture readings,
thoughts and prayers.



Daily Texts—Written to last the whole year. Scriptures are given for you to read daily
over the course of 2010.
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