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What the Magnificat Teaches Us About Jesus’ Home 

 

With the coming  of this new year, stores are taking down the lights.  Christmas is largely 

over in the business world. 

 

But Christmas continues.  Christmas season is 12 days.  It is too big to be just one day, or 

even a few days.  Christmas continues at church.  Let Christmas continue in the home as 

well. 

 

The home of Joseph and Mary must have been a refuge and a place of praise.  Even when 

they were not yet back living in Nazareth – that would take a couple of years – still they were 

together.  No doubt they found a way to make a home, even away from home. 

 

Why am I confident they were able to do this?  I say this because Mary was a great soul.  

And, no doubt, Joseph was as well; after all, they found each other for a reason. 

 

Mary’ Magnificat in Luke 1 gives us seven hints, seven glimpses into what their home must 

have been like.  Let’s take a look. 

 

First, their home was a spiritual place. 

 

v 46   “My soul magnifies the Lord…   my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.” 

 

Mary understood she was a spiritual being, she had a soul.    This gave her home depth and 

foundation.  They were not just about the rhythms of getting the next carpentry order done. 

Their home was not just about keeping it as clean as Mary’s mother would have wanted it.  

 

Their home was about rejoicing in God, and magnifying God.  Make this your home’s foun-

dation as well.  Make your home a spiritual place, where soul is developed ahead of all other 

developments. 

 

Secondly, they knew God was mindful of them. 

       (Continued on page 2.) 
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v. 48   “for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant.” 

 

How different a home is when you know God is mindful of you.  You are not too big.  You are not too small.  You 

are on His mind.  Don’t be like the foolish who say, “The Lord does not notice.”  Psalm 10:11 or Psalm 94:7  

 

Thirdly, they knew God to be one who acts. 

 

v. 49   “for the Mighty One has done great things for me –“ 

 

“God’s arm is not too short to save.”  Is. 59: 1  Knowing this changes the atmosphere of your home.  Not remember-

ing it makes fret and worry a constant visitor. 

 

Fourthly, their home was a place where God is feared. 

 

v.50    “His mercy extends to those who fear him.” 

 

This needs some explanation today.  We are to fear God like we fear driving a car.  I do not quake when I get into 

my car.  But in the back of my mind I fear crashing and getting hurt.  This possibility makes me slow down at 

curves, or slow down when driving conditions do not warrant going the speed limit.  It makes me be mindful of my 

speed, encourages me to not text and drive, makes me pay attention.   

 

Fearing God is like having this kind of driving fear.  I do not quake every time I think of God.  But in the back of my 

mind I remember God’s ways are for my good.  I am foolish not to pay attention to what his word tells me about liv-

ing life.  I might crash and get hurt if I do not keep this in mind.   

 

Mary and Joseph’s home was a place where God was feared like this. This made their home safer, prudent and 

awake.  Make this part of your home as well. 

 

Fifthly, they knew God was large, not a small inadequate God. 

 

v.52 “He has brought down rulers from their thrones.”   

 

God is not just YOUR Good Shepherd.  God is the shepherd of history.  God is finessing kings and generals towards 

His ends, like Caesar and Quirinius.  And, like a master chess-player playing a child, God is going to win.  The New 

York Times may give a lot of ink to some people.  But in comparison to God, “highborn people are but a lie.”  Ps 

62:9 

 

Believing this made the home of Mary and Joseph a place of confidence and security.  Make it part of your home as 

well. 

 

Sixth, they knew God provides. 

 

v. 53    “He has filled the hungry with good things.”  

 

Mary and Joseph knew God would take care of their needs. They knew if God took care of the sparrow he would 

most certainly take care of them more abundantly.   

          (Continued on next page.) 
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The Asante Children’s Choir is Coming 

10:00 am January 25th,  

The Asante Children’s Choir is coming to Hope Lutheran on Sunday morning, January 25th.   

What is the Asante Children’s Choir? 

“Asante” is a Swahili word translated “Thank You” in English. The Asante Children’s Choir is made up 

of children from East Africa, a region recovering from years of civil war and genocide that have claimed 

millions of lives leaving thousands of children and women as orphans and widows. The 22 person choir is 

dedicated to spreading love, hope and joy while raising awareness for the desperate plight of orphans and 

other vulnerable children.  

The children who have been rescued from some of life’s most difficult circumstances take pride in ex-

pressing gratitude through their music. Their performances are the true testimonies and living “Thank-

You” notes sung to everyone who has invested in their lives giving them great pride and hope for a 

brighter future. 

The children’s songs and dancing will inspire you.  More than this, their faith in the Lord Jesus will in-

spire you.  This is a wonderful opportunity for Hope.  It is something your friends and family would thor-

oughly love and be blessed by.  Start inviting now! 

        Pastor Joel 

No wonder Jesus was able to look at sparrows and lilies of the fields and make them part of his teachings.  He grew 

up in a home that believed God provides.   

 

Lastly, they knew God to be one who helps. 

 

v.54 “He has helped his servant Israel.”   

 

“God is a refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.”  Ps 46: 1   And He isn’t limited to helping only in 

times of trouble.  He is our helper.  How the home changes when we believe this.  When we forget it we wear our-

selves out, rising up early and going to bed late.  We feel weights constantly pressing on our shoulders.   

 

Lay your burden down.  God is your helper. 

 

The scriptures tell us precious little about Jesus’ growing up years.  But it tells us what we need to know.  Luke 2:40 

tells us, “And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him.” 

 

The home of Mary and Joseph, as we can imagine from Mary’s Magnificat, provided just the kind of place where 

Jesus could grow, as Luke tells us he did. 

 

Father and mother, grandfather and grandmother, brother and sister, make these attributes attributes of your home 

not only this Christmas season, but for the rest of your life.  It will foster wisdom and stature.  And the grace of God 

will be upon you.   

 

         Pastor Joel 
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Spiritual Growth and Training Opportunities 
 
At the beginning of a new year, often people re-evaluate their lives.  I encourage you to consider your life with Je-

sus. Is He alive in your life? Are you living with an awareness of His presence and power in all the minutes of your 

life? Spend some time praying and listening for His voice. What does Jesus want to do in your life this year? How 

will you make it happen? What will you need to cut out so that it is able to happen? 

 

Consider how you can know him more, following Him and being trained by Him day by day. Over the years, I have 

seen people become POWERFUL KINGDOM PEOPLE of Jesus through opportunities like the following!  

 

ALL NEWCOMERS WELCOME! 

 

NEW DEVOTIONALS are available on the lobby table! Including the Daily Texts 2015 devotional based 

upon the Moravian pattern of texts began over 200 years ago!  

 

WEDNESDAYS: Resuming on January 7 

 

Wednesdays: 6:15 PM Quiet Worship (Come as you are able!) & 6:45 PM Holy Communion 
 
Listen and Get to Know Jesus … Reading and Studying the entire Bible over three years: Timothy Project 

Bible Study, Wednesdays, 7:00-8:15PM. Recognize the personal practical voice of Jesus in His word. Learn a sim-

ple thorough study method to fully understand Scripture. Practice praying. Get to know Jesus. No Bible experience 

needed. All newcomers welcome. Taught by Pastor Wendy. “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teach-

ing, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for 

every good work.” 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (hence, the name: “Timothy Project”) 

 

Wednesday evenings: 6:15 PM Quiet Worship (Come as you are able!) & 6:45 PM Holy Communion 
 
THURSDAYS: Resuming on January 8 

 

Thursdays, The Apprentice Series, 6:30PM: Using Scripture, soul training exercises, comfortable conversation 

and the book, “The Good and Beautiful God,” this is an awesome opportunity to deepen our prayer lives, hear per-

sonally from Jesus in His word and allow Him to transform our words, thoughts, character, actions and habits into 

His image, will and ways. 

 

SUNDAYS: 

 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL: The class will be studying Titus in January. 

 

FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL continues, following worship on Sunday mornings. We are training parents to nur-

ture the faith of their children in the home, practicing FAITH FIVE (a way of doing family devotions for all ages). 

We will be studying the entire Bible, and using other family-oriented spiritual growth resources. 
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Semi-annual Congregational Meeting 

January 25, 12:00 noon 

 

Our January Semi-annual meeting will be January 25th, after the Asante Children's choir ministers to us in the ser-

vice and after we have a chance to meet the children, and buy any recordings you might want.  The congregational 

meeting will be approximately 12:00 noon.  

January Adult Sunday School 

The Book of Titus 

 

January 4 Titus 1 

January 11 Titus 2 

January 18 Titus 3 

January 25 No Sunday School…   preparing for Asante 

  Children’s Choir 
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The poinsettias                                                                                                                                                       

lending their beauty  

to the Sanctuary during the  

Christmas service were given by 

The Barnett Family 

The Foster Family 

The Hackney Family 

The Juergens Family  

The Kenyon Family 

The Liberatore Family* 

The Longstreet Family  

Valerie, Peterson 

The  Radke Family 

The  Still Family 

        The Strand Family 

    The York Family. 

 

*In Memory of our families. 
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Newsletter Articles Deadline  … 
The date is: January 18th  

Please email your articles as an  

attachment to:             

hopesecretary@sbcglobal.net 

INVESTING IN THE KINGDOM: 

From January, 2014 to the end of November, 2014: 

Hope has taken in $157,345 

Hope has spent $168,049 

Net Income $ <10,704> 

Available for operations $7,576 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abby Letternmaier  1/02 

Barbara York   1/07 

Cecil Jarrett  1/10 

Doug Heyerdahl  1/11 

Kathy Still  1/11 

Candy Moltz  1/21 

Jacob Kalsnes  1/22 

Brenda Kenyon  1/22 

Lori Luster  1/26 
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Jeremiah 29:11-12 ~  11 “For I know the plans I have for 

you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm 

you, plans to give you hope and a future. 12 Then you will call on 

me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you..” 

Contributor:  Nina Griggs  

Send Us Your Favorite or 

Most Significant Bible Verses 
 

Each month we are featuring, in the Hope Women’s 

Page, Bible Verses that the ladies of Hope consider 

a favorite or as significant in their lives. We would 

like you to share your verses with our readers. 

Please send your verses to Karine Samer at hopese-

cretary@sbcglobal.net or leave it in her mail box at 

church. 
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Prayers and Words of Encouragement 

Our homebound members and friends enjoy 

visits, calls and cards.  Please take a few min-

utes out for those who can no longer get out 

and about. 

Recovering at home ~  

Guy Chaffen 

235 W. Pleasant Run Road 

Cedar Hill, Texas 75104 

 

Kenneth Wayne Eastman 

614 West Ridge Drive 

Duncanville, Texas 75116-3176 

 

Nina Griggs 

440 Cambridge Drive 

DeSoto, Texas 75115-5608 

972.223.6353 

bngriggs@sbcglobal.net  

 

Kathy Longstreet 

1513 Cripple Creek Court 

DeSoto, TX 75115-5300 

972.230.3506 

Email: illinoistexans@sbcglobal.net 

 

Gail Riggins 

1217 Reeves Lane 

Cedar Hill, Texas 75104-7307 

214.546.6119 

Gail.riggins@yahoo.com 

 

In the hospital ~   

 

These members appreciate your prayers and 

words of encouragement. 
 

Marian Black 

Horizon Bay 

355 W. Westchester Pkwy, #A207 

Grand Prairie, TX 75052 

214.235.0371 
 

Marv Christensen 

812 Vince Lane 

DeSoto, TX 75115-4410 

972.223.5172 

Email address: marvinchristensen@att.net 

 

 
 

 

Joanna Snow  

The Sterling House 

1771 Country Club Drive 

Mansfield, TX 76063 

Mailing Address: 21 Devon Court 

Mansfield, Texas 76063-4890 
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Sunday Schedule: 

Sunday School  ~ 9:00 AM  

Worship ~ 10:00 AM  

Children’s Sunday School ~ 11:15 PM 

 

 

Wednesday Night Activities:   

Bible Study 6:15 PM 

Silent Worship 6:15 PM 

Confirmation 6:30 PM 

Holy Communion 6:45 PM 

Choir Rehearsal 7:00 PM 

Timothy Project 7:00 PM 

Thursday: Apprentice Series  6:30 PM 

Friday: Hope Prayer Time at Church    10:00 PM 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 Game Night 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13  Faith Circle 

7:30pm 

14 15 16 Newsletter 

Deadline 

17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 Asante 

Children’s 

Choir 

Semi-Annual 

Congrega-

tional Meet-

ing 

26 27 28 29 30 31 
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Adult Lutherans Organized for Action (ALOA) 

Eighth Annual North Texas Senior Fest - February 28, 2015 

Messiah Lutheran Church 

1801 West Plano Parkway 

Plano, Texas 

 

This year’s primary speaker will be Dr. Mark Allen Powell, professor of 

New Testament at Trinity Lutheran Seminary, Columbus, Ohio.  His theme will be “Retirement as 

Vocation” as he discusses what the Bible says about aging. 

 

Six workshops will be offered: 

1.      “De-clutter to Downsize Your Home and Life” – Lorraine Brock, a favorite among last 

year’s presenters, will share ideas geared to seniors who wish to “downsize their lives.” 

2.      “How Not To Fall” – Stephanie Calabrese, a Registered Physical Therapist, will share fun 

tips and guidance on how to maintain your balance in life. 

3.      “Surviving the Death of a Loved One” – Darrel Gilbertson, retired Lutheran pastor and au-

thor, will share his journey of loss and hope during the past year following his wife’s death. 

4.      “Live Long and Prosper!” – Gerry Hughes is a Wealth Advisor and Certified Financial Plan-

ner with Thrivent Financial.  He will discuss strategies for financial security and strength in the later 

years of life. 

5.      “Drawing Your Way to Spiritual Health” – Susan Thillen will show how you can doodle 

your way to better mental and spiritual health and improve your “hearing” skills through Zentangles. 

6.      “No Money Required” – Laura Wolfe is volunteer coordinator for the North Central Texas 

Area Agency on Aging.  She will provide an overview of the resources and services that are avail-

able free of charge to persons age 60 and older through the network of Area Agencies on Aging. 

 

There is much to look forward to in next year’s Senior Fest.  Add this date to next year’s calendar 

and plan to join us! 
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