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This Lent’s theme is The Sign of Jonah. What if Jonah is not just a story about a man fleeing God’s call and who was swallowed by a great fish to get back on course?
“In my distress I called to the Lord and he answered me. From the depths of the grave I
called for help and you listened to my cry.” Jonah 2:1
What if the story Jonah is set in the context of death and resurrection? The swallowing fish
is nothing compared to the larger miracle of life from death. This is the context in which we
are going to read Jonah this Lent. Jonah will set the stage for us to hear Jesus’ words afresh,
“Nothing will be given you but the sign of Jonah. As Jonah was in the belly of the fish three
days and three nights, so the Son of man will be in the belly of the earth.” Matthew 12:40
Jonah will sing to us this Lent!
Lenten supper will begin at 6:00 PM. The service will begin at 7:00 PM.
February 13
February 20
February 27
March 6
March 13
March 20

Ash Wednesday
Jonah chapter 1
Jonah chapter 2
Jonah chapter 3
Jonah chapter 4
Matthew 12:38-42
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Mission Statement: To discover and respond to our call

TO KNOW JESUS

TO FOLLOW JESUS
in unique ministries.

TO SERVE JESUS

The Door Before Us
“These are the words of him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David. What he opens no one can shut,
and what he shuts no one can open.” Revelation 3:8
Jesus opened a new door for the world nearly 2000 years ago. The door was to a goal, “Go therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teaching them to
observe all I have commanded them. And lo I am with you always, to the end of the ages.” Matthew 28:19-20
In 2012 this long opened door had new light cast upon it at Hope. Not only does Jesus want us to become disciples.
Jesus wants us to make disciples who in turn make disciples.
I asked a number of people in our congregation, “What would you say if I told you to go make disciples for Jesus?”
The answer always came back, “How would I do that?” It was an interesting response. These people who responded this way are in fact disciples of Jesus. Do not disciples of Jesus know how to make disciples? The apparent
answer is not unparalleled.
I have spoken to many people who learned a foreign language when they were young. They have told me it is two
different things to learn to understand a language and learn to speak a language. In fact, many people, having grown
up in a home where a second language was spoken, can understand that language years later. But often these very
same people cannot speak that same language. Understanding a language and speaking a language, it seems, are two
separate operations of the brain.
In a similar way, many in the church understand the things of the faith. They believe the things of faith. They have
been deeply ministered to by the truths of the faith. But ask them to speak those same truths and immediately they
become anxious. Why? Because understanding and speaking are slightly different operations.
The tragic response to this reality has too long been, “Well, ok, we’ll have special people be the speakers.” We call
them pastors, professional church workers, and or highly spiritual somebody-or-anothers. This has been tragic because the task is too big for such a small number of people. Amplifying speaking-persons with pulpits, microphones, or even highly watt-ed radio and TV towers has been tried. But these amplified messengers have not been
able to make up for the shortfall of people-to-task-ratio. (In the west the ratio is getting larger and larger all the
time.)
What is the solution to reaching the growing number of people in the west who need to be touched by the gospel of
Jesus Christ? The solution is to make disciples who can make disciples. This disciples-making-disciples process is
more than information dispensing. (If a person can understand a language but not speak it, the speaking problem will
not be solved by just listening more and more. The speaking problem will be solved by speaking-training and then
speaking-practice.) Similarly, disciples need to be trained to speak, not only understand, the language of discipleship. The goal is not to make more pastors, etc. The goal is to make disciples who will learn a language they can
speak and pass on to other followers of Jesus, who will in turn speak this language in a way that can be passed on to
other followers of Jesus, who will in turn… (you get the idea).
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This is what we have begun to do at Hope. Last January you voted to invest money in a training process. Some
perhaps thought we would have a big program in place in a short year to move forward a disciple-making army.
This is not how this works. The goal was to take a few people and train them to not only work on discipleship concepts, but learn these concepts in a simple language that can in turn be taught to others. Eventually we will have a
host of people moving in this army. But this is a slower process than a short year. Five were trained in South Carolina to catch the vision of disciples-making-disciples.
Pastor Wendy and I were taken into a weekly training process. Eight others were, four months later, brought into the
training. Months later we split the group and we doubled. The slow multiplication process is underway.
What is this language we are learning? We are learning eight key concepts that are communicated in the language of
eight shapes: a circle, a semi-circle, a triangle, a square, etc. As we learn, for instance, to experience what Jesus
preached (“Repent and believe the gospel!”) by learning to work our way around a “repentance and belief” circle,
each person not only experiences the powerful process of continual “repentance and belief” but also learns it in a
language that is easily remembered and easily reproduced for others.
That doesn’t seem so hard does it? You can learn eight concepts with the help of eight shapes. Once you experience
the Word of God touching you in a living way (“The Word of God is,” after all, “living and active.”) and you speak
the Word in a simple easily remembered shape language, then we will be well on our way toward the goal of being
“disciples who can make disciples.”
This is very much in keeping with our call-driven process. But instead of being called “to know, follow and serve,”
as we have continually communicated to be our goal for ten plus years now, we are now laser-beaming the calling
down to the “call to follow” (understanding that if we follow Jesus who knew his Father we will “know,” and if we
follow Jesus who served we will also “serve.” – So know, follow, serve is implied in “follow”. ) And in addition to
the call seminars we have taught at Hope we are now taking each person by the hand and walking them through this
call process in a disciples-making-disciples training movement. In short, we are simplifying and personalizing what
we have been doing before. Everything done before has been foundational. Now we are poised to build up, in and
out.
Over the next year we will split the groups again and the multiplication process will become more apparent.
I couldn’t be more hopeful and excited about what I see coming down the pike. We are doing what much larger
churches are not doing. Much larger churches make disciples. But do those disciples know how to in turn make disciples who will be able to in turn make disciples? We are in the process of making more of this second type than
places which have a much larger pool of people. The road we are going down will prove to be quite fruitful. And
fruitfulness, after all, is the goal: disciples making disciples, who make disciples, who make… This door will not be
closed.
“Follow me,” he continues to say.
In Christ,
n Pastor

Joel
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Chronological List of Daily Bible Readings
READ

DATE

PASSAGE SELECTIONS

Adult Sunday School
February 03rd Exodus 4:18-6:27

Exodus Decoded

February 10

Exodus 25:- 27:21

The Ark of the Covenant

February 17

Leviticus 5:1- 7:38

Kinds of Sacrifices

February 24

Leviticus 24- 25

Redemption
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ADULT LUTHERANS ORGANIZED FOR ACTION (ALOA) SENIORFEST

All members of Hope Lutheran, ages 50+, are invited to attend the sixth annual North Texas SeniorFest on Feb. 23, 2013, in Dallas. This is a great opportunity our members to join a fun day of
fellowship and education, sponsored by ALOA, Adult Lutherans Organized for Action. The event
takes place at King of Glory Lutheran Church in Dallas.
The theme for the day is “Pass It On: Sharing Faith with the Next Generations.” The keynote
speaker is the Rev. Dr. Robert Hughes, retired seminary professor and former president of Lutheran
Theological Seminary in Philadelphia. The program also includes nine workshops from which you
may choose two to attend. Registration fee of $25 per person includes a hot lunch. You may pick
up a registration brochure with additional information from the bulletin board in the Narthex or contact Kathy Longstreet (972-230-3506).
ALOA is an inter-Lutheran movement that provides resources for adult ministry of the LCMS and
ELCA. ALOA’s mission is to equip mature adults to celebrate and to serve. For more information
on ALOA and its activities and services, see http://aloaserves.org/about/.

Many were blessed by the Spirit-filled
ministry of Rev. Dr. Gemechis Buba at
our recent Mission Summit. The Hope
Council has committed to sponsoring
one of the broadcasts of his media ministry. With just $100 per week, we can
reach millions for Christ. You may sponsor
more than one week or give a gift of $50 or
$100 to support one broadcast. You may also
give a larger honorary gift towards the total
need of $20,600 which supports several
broadcasts that are streamed not only to
Ethiopia, but all over Africa and are even
available all over the world. Designate your
gifts to “Rev. Buba Media Ministry.”
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GOD’S HOUSEKEEPERS
December issues carrying over:
The entry into our parking lot from Straus Road remains on the docket.
The water fountain by the restrooms has had no one offer any input as to the lack of water pressure.
The bench by the front door remains on the docket.
The choir room was not cleaned however the file cabinet request still stands. If anyone has any file cabinets for
donation, they would be greatly appreciated.
While cleaning the inside of the fellowship hall area windows, Candy Moltz noticed some of the seals are broken
and the windows are discolored. Several of the windows need replacing. Exterior windows were cleaned by
Candy and a sidekick. Thanks, Candy.
The roof gutters are in need of a cleaning. They are filled with leaves and debris. Is this something “we” can do
or should we consider hiring someone as it involves height & ladders?
Some areas addressed in November:
Clay York trimmed the tree and shrub concerns. A crew was hired to carry away the debris.
December happenings:
Bill and Judy Knoll donated the new kitchen range. Lynn and Pat Foster removed the old range and delivered the new one.

INVESTING IN THE KINGDOM:
Offerings minus Expenses…
Actual YTD: $10,544
Budgeted YTD Income: $0
Overall Balance for operations: $37,754(Cash less liabilities) (12/31/2012).
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CHURCH PROPERTY
Property Coordinator: Joe Liberatore, number: 972-293-2898
Indoor Lighting (inside light bulbs):
Outdoor Lighting(outside bulbs):
Electric Systems/Fans:
Sanctuary Sound System:
HVAC:
Change HVAC Filters:
Telephone:
Appliances:
Furniture/Cabinet Repair:
Small Engine Maintenance:
Gas/Oil Buyer:
Keys:
Computer Hardware/Software Maintenance:
Carpentry/Handyman Tasks/Basic Maintenance:
(including playground)
Plumbing:
Piano/Organ:
Extermination/Bugs:
Lawn Mowers/Edgers:
Touch-up Painting:
Gardens:

Food Pantry delivery
Organization of Clean-up Days(if needed):
Periodic Cleaning of Gutters:
Carpet Cleaning:
Kitchen:
Hymnal Maintenance:
Attic:
Windows:
Choir Robe Cleaning:
Nursery Toys/Room:
Sanctuary Preparation (chairs/hymnals):
Christmas Tree:
Sunday School Resource Room:

Bill Knoll
OPEN
Wayne Wooley
Scott & Kristine Clark
Clay York
Clay York
Carl Metzger
Clay York
Bill Burleson
Clay York
Clay York
Karine Samer
Carl Metzger
Leroy Linder, Clay York
Wayne Wooley
Cathy Peterson
Bob Wessa
Mike Purkiss, Jack Trousdale, David
Marjonen, Zelda Gates, Ty Roberson
Bill Knoll
Cathy Peterson-front sign
Cathy Peterson-flowerbed by A/C units
Barbara York Kathy Still Mark Hill(Shrub
trimming)
Grover & Lillian Radke
OPEN
Ty Roberson (small section)
Lynn & Pat Foster
Mary Strand & Jan Koska
Zelda Gates
OPEN
OPEN
Diane Pleasants
OPEN
Zelda Gates
Jill Heyerdahl & youth
OPEN
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Prayers and Words of Encouragement

Homebound Residents
Recovering at home ~

Our love and prayers go to Lynn

Chuck Barnett
2809 Oriental Ave.
Midlothian, Texas 76065-6763
972.775.4297
Email address:
lilaleebarnett@yahoo.com

Emmons and Emmons family.
Norman went home to be with
our Lord January 3, 2013.

Donna Hackney
5581 Joe Wilson Road
Midlothian, TX 76065-4515
972.723.0481
Email address: tteach200@prodigy.net

These members appreciate your prayers and
words of encouragement.

Our homebound members and friends enjoy
visits, calls and cards.
Please take a few minutes out
for those who can no longer

Marian Black
Horizon Bay
355 W. Westchester Pkwy, #A207
Grand Prairie, TX 75052
214.235.0371
Marv Christensen
812 Vince Lane
DeSoto, TX 75115-4410
972.223.5172
Email address: marvinchristensen@att.net
Fran Christensen
Park Manor
207 E. Parkerville Road Rm. #211
DeSoto, TX 75115-6251
Joanna Snow
Mailing Address: 21 Devon Court
Mansfield, Texas 76063-4890

Send Us Your Favorite or
Most Significant Bible Verses
Each month we are featuring, in the Hope Women’s
Page, Bible Verses that the ladies of Hope consider
a favorite or as significant in their lives. We would
like you to share your verses with our readers.
Please send your verses to Karine Samer at hopesecretary@sbcglobal.net or leave it in her mail box at
church.
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Matthew 7:7 ~ 7 “Ask and it will be given to
you; seek and you will find; knock and the
door will be opened to you.
Contributor: Harriette Hedderick

February Anniversaries
Wayne & Paula Wooley

February Birthdays

Memorials
In Memory of In Memory of Clyde Newman by
Michele Lidle and Mike Parker
Special Christmas Gift by Sam Warren to be used for
God’s Work, however the Church needs.

Hannah Hamilton
Jackie Portillo
Kathleen Chiselbrook
Linda Lidle
Elizabeth Roberson
Natalie Jones
Mallory Jones
Brooke Nastoupil
Krista Armstrong
Bitania Bereket

3/05
3/05
3/11
3/12
3/12
3/16
3/16
3/16
3/19
3/29
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1 Friday Night 2
Prayer 1011PM

3

4

5

10

11

17

24

7

8 Friday Night 9
Prayer 1011PM

12 Faith Circle 13 Ash
7:30PM
Wednesday
Dinner 6PM
Service 7PM

14

15 Friday
Night Prayer
10-11PM

16

18 Heralds
Deadline

19

20 See Lenten
Schedule at
the Bottom of
the Page.

21

22 Friday
Night Prayer
10-11PM

23

25

26

27

28

Sunday Schedule:
Sunday School (All Ages) ~ 9:00 AM
Worship ~ 10:00 AM
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Lenten Wednesday Night Schedule:
Dinner
Confirmation
Wed. Quiet Prayer Service
Wednesday Night Schedule: 2/6/2013
High School
Pizza Dinner ($3 per person)
5:45 PM
Tim Project Bible Study
Confirmation
6:15 PM
Choir
Wed. Quiet Prayer Service
6:15 PM
High School
6:30 PM
Tim Project Bible Study
7:15 PM
Choir
7:30 PM
10

6:00 PM
6:15 PM
6:15 PM
6:00 PM
7:45 PM
7:45 PM

Memorials and Designated Giving
Below is a list of designated funds at Hope used to pay for expenses or support ministries not included in our annual
budget. You may donate to an of the funds below by designating your offering or memorial to the appropriate fund.
Numbers below are as of 12/31/2012.
DoFund Name
Purpose
Balance
nated
YTD
Altar Guild

Extra expenses related to worship not covered in monthly operating
budget. Examples of items bought are new altar paraments and banners.

$

1,872 $ 345

Bereavement

Pay for food for funerals.

$

357 $

0

Briarwood

Sent directly to Briarwood Retreat Center, the camping ministry of our
synod, to support their ministry and operations. This fund balance is kept
at zero. Money is sent in as it is received.

$
$

0 $

0

Cedar Hill Food Sent directly to the Cedar Hill Food Pantry. This fund balance is kept at
Pantry
zero. Money is sent in as it is received.

$
$

0 $ 666

Computer
Upgrades

Upgrade computer equipment, including the computer in the sanctuary
used for Sunday morning PowerPoint.

$

Council

Used at the discretion of the Church Council.

$

CouncilOutreach

Used at the discretion of the Church Council for outreach.

$

Ethiopia

To establish a Bible School to train leaders in the North region of
Ethiopia.

$

Front sign
Flowerbed

Maintain and improve the area around the front church sign.

$

622 $

0

Library

Purchase new books as needed.

$

61 $

50

14 $

0

2,275 $ 4000
351 $

0

1,491 $ 1491

Lutheran World Sent directly to Lutheran World Relief to support their ministry and opera- $
Relief
tions. This fund balance is kept at zero. Money is sent in as it is received.

0 $ 917

Rev Buba Media Ministry

Support Rev. Buba media ministry which reaches millions for Christ in
Africa.

$

0 $ 2482

Ministry
Development

Develop new ministries at our church. For instance, this Fund was used to
send people to Stephen’s Ministry training.

$

183 $

0

Sierra Leone

Sent directly to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sierra Leone to support their ministry and operations. This fund balance is kept at zero.
Money is sent in as it is received.

$

0 $

0

Sunday School- Used to support Nedie, a thirteen year old girl from Haiti that we have
missions
supported for many, many years through Compassion International. Our
commitment is $38 a month.

$

524 $ 1000

Youth
General

General youth ministry expenses. Often used to give scholarships to youth $
who cannot afford to attend certain events.

95 $ 611

Youth
Mission

Supports the cost of the summer youth mission trip.

$

187 $ 427
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Hope
Lutheran
Church
917 Straus Road
Cedar Hill Texas 75104
www.hopelutheran.net

Return Service Requested

HOPE LUTHERAN’S
Important Events During
February
February 23 ~ North Texas Seniorfest 2013
King of Glory Lutheran Church
Dallas, Texas
February 13 ~ ASH WEDNESDAY
Dinner at 6:00 PM
Service at 7:00 PM
Lenten Dinners Feb. 13– Mar. 20
6:00 PM
Lenten Services Feb. 22– Mar. 28
7:00 PM
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