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Come Immanuel
Come Immanuel
What we need is You with us.
You are here. But often we act as if you are not.
Often we feel as if you are not
Often we think as if you are not
But you have promised to be here.
You said, “I will be with you always, to the end of the age.”
So now, right now, once again, we place our thoughts on you.
We place our plans before you.
We lay down our burdens right on your shoulders
Your shoulders can take it.
Governments have been and will be on those shoulders.
You are the Wonderful Counselor
You are Mighty God
You are Everlasting Father
You are Prince of Peace
You are all this
And you came as child who was born
Came to be Immanuel
Came to speak over each prophecy about you these words,
“Today it has been fulfilled.”
Nothing is too big for you.
You are Immanuel
Nothing is too small for you.
You are Immanuel
Today it has been fulfilled!
Mission Statement: To discover and respond to our call

TO KNOW JESUS

TO FOLLOW JESUS
in unique ministries.

TO SERVE JESUS

Home Churches
In September we reminded you that over seven years ago, our church explored approaching church in some different
ways. One of those ways was to create satellite churches in surrounding communities. It was an idea that many had
trouble wrapping their heads around, so we placed it on the back-shelf.
Then we stated, since that time, many other churches have been planting satellite churches with some fruitfulness.
Recently, at council, I once again re-raised the idea and asked whether it wasn’t an idea whose time has come? The
council wanted to learn more so I sent them information about an organization which the NALC is using to do this
very thing. The organization is called Life-Together Churches. I thought you, as a member of Hope, might also
want to become acquainted with the idea. You may find the website for Life-Together Churches at http://
www.lifetogetherchurches.com/.
The council has been moving forward with this concept, exploring ways to make it happen. We are further down the
road so I am reposting part of September’s newsletter article to remind us what this is about.
The idea would be to start House Churches, perhaps in Duncanville, Ennis, Midlothian and even South Cedar Hill.
These churches would be under the umbrella of Hope but meet regularly in homes, and come together at Hope for
festival services, for instance at Thanksgiving, Good Friday, Christmas and Easter, or perhaps even more regularly
than these traditional times. The people who regularly come to church at Hope would continue to do so. The House
Churches would be an attempt to take church to people who are members but who do not regularly come to Sunday
morning services.
House churches are just what the name implies. They are church services which happen in the home. There is worship, prayer, scripture reading and a sermon. There also can be communion, though that would need to be worked
out, perhaps with a circuit-riding pastor. The services might be an evening service of the groups choosing.
The Life-Together Churches organization provides 15 weeks of services, including prerecorded sermons which have
helped other House Church worshipers understand the concept. (It should be noted, House Churches are the only
kind of churches which existed in the beginning of the church.) Life-Together Churches continues to provide
weekly orders of service, complete with sermon concepts (if that is needed).
Why would we do this? As time goes on, Sunday morning worship is becoming less and less appealing to people.
As one person recently told me, “The institutional church is just not an experience that I resonate with.” So what do
we do to reach out to people who share this same sentiment? Well, one thing we can do is take church to them, on a
smaller more organic level.
It is time to put this idea front and center before us. Stay tuned to hear more in early January.

Pastor Joel

2

Spiritual Growth and Training Opportunities
We are being trained by Jesus ... as His disciples ... to be missionaries ... in order to transform the
world wherever we are day to day!
Over the years, I have seen people become POWERFUL KINGDOM PEOPLE of Jesus through opportunities
like the following! All newcomers are welcome!
FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL continues, following worship on Sunday mornings. We are training parents to nurture the faith of their children in the home, practicing FAITH FIVE (a way of doing family devotions for all ages)
and other family-oriented scriptural and discipleship resources! As in previous years, Chocolate Advent Calendars
were recently distributed to all children, partially using donated funds (Thank you to donors!)
Listen and Get to Know Jesus ... Reading and Studying the entire Bible over three years: Timothy Project Bible Study, Wednesdays, 7:00-8:15PM. Recognize the personal practical voice of Jesus in His word. Learn a simple
thorough study method to fully understand Scripture. Practice praying. Get to know Jesus. No Bible experience
needed. All newcomers welcome. Taught by Pastor Wendy. “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for
every good work.” 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (hence, the name: “Timothy Project”)
Wednesday evenings: 6:15 PM Quiet Worship (Come as you are able!) & 6:45 PM Holy Communion
Thursdays, The Apprentice Series, 6:30PM: Using Scripture, soul training exercises, comfortable conversation
and the book “The Good and Beautiful God,” this is an awesome opportunity to deepen our prayer lives, hear personally from Jesus in His word and allow Him to transform our words, thoughts, character, actions and habits into
His image.
In addition, see separate article for the latest focus during ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL!

December Adult Sunday School
December 7

Pastor Denise Sager will lead our Sunday School time.

December 14 “When the time was right, God sent his son.” Gal. 4:4
December 21 “But now God has spoken through his son. Hebrews 1
December 28 No Sunday School
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Christmas Eve Service
Christmas Eve service this year will be at 7:00 PM on Wednesday night. Carols, the Christmas Gospel, and the gospel preached will be front and center. Candles and visual accents will play a supporting
roll. Come keep the main thing the main thing.
“O Come let us Worship and bow down. Let us kneel before the Lord our maker. For surely he is God.” Psalm
95:6

John & Candy Moltz
Victor & Sara Gaultney

12/16
12/22
Kathy Purkiss
Rachel Reed
Ed Longstreet
Richard Grace

12/02
12/06
12/08
12/21

Regional Mission Festival Report
Recently, members of Hope were able to attend a mission training event led by North American Lutheran Church
Assistant to the Bishop, Rev. Dr. Gemechis Buba. In particular, the event gave teaching and training on the fundamentals for house church planting. Ten Hope people attended the event (the most of any church even the host
church who had people coming and going to help with the event).
As we have two sets of leaders interested in planting house churches, the Council is moving ahead with these plans
and we have applied for a NALC mission grant for seed money to bring in trainers from Life Together Churches,
led by Lutheran pastors. The director of Life Together Churches, Lutheran pastor Tom Hilpert recently led a
workshop at the very excellent national Mission Festival, Abida, which was attended by Pastor Wendy. Click on
the following link for a report on the national gathering in the November NALC e-newsletter:
http://thenalc.org/wp-content/uploads/News/2014/NALC-Nov-2014-FINAL.pdf
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Time for
Christmas Poinsettias!
Be sure to sign up for
your Christmas Poinsettias
in the Narthex. By buying a
vibrant red poinsettia plant, you’ll be
able to help in the colorful decorating of our
Sanctuary with the poinsettias thru the Christmas
Eve Service. Afterwards, take it home to beautify
your own Home. Order now to reserve your poinsettia.
Please make your check out to Hope Lutheran Church
And mark it POINSETTIA in the memo. Drop it in

Karine Samer’s box or the offering plate by
December 14h
Altar Guild
Thanks YOU!
Be sure to sign up

Your poinsettia may be given in honor
or memory of someone or an event. Check the sign up sheet details.
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Here is what council is currently discussing and taking action on. Council wants everyone to
know that monthly meetings are open to everyone in the congregation. If you would like to join the
council at a meeting or would like to present at a meeting, please let a council member know.
Council meeting minutes are always available and can be obtained through the church office.
Here is a list of the current issues that council is addressing:
Parking Lot Painting – We will be having the parking lot restriped by local Boy Scouts as one
of their Eagle Scout Projects.
Please keep an eye out for your 2015 Pledge Cards – We hope to get these out soon and returned as soon as possible as they will help us generate a 2015 budget.
New Council members – An official vote will take place to elect new members needed to fill
two vacant positions in January at the Congregational Meeting. Steve Kenyon has volunteered to fill one position. There is still one position vacant.
House Church – Pastor Joel mentioned this concept in his letter in the September Newsletter.
Please refer to his letter or contact Pastor Joel if you would like more information on this subject. This is an idea that council is considering as an attempt to reach out to those not currently attending services regularly on Sundays.
Website – Thank you to Pastor Wendy for keeping the website updated. If there is anyone interested in doing this please let her know. You can make changes to your email address on linethere is a link on the website. Make sure you are not missing any emails.
The next Council Meeting will be Saturday December 13, 2014 at 9:00 am. Again, please contact
any council member if you have a concern, would like to be heard at a meeting, or would like further information on any of the above mentioned items.
The Church Council
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The Asante Children’s Choir is Coming
January 25th
The Asante Children’s Choir is coming to Hope Lutheran on Sunday morning, January 25th.
What is the Asante Children’s Choir?

“Asante” is a Swahili word translated “Thank You” in English. The Asante Children’s Choir is made
up of children from East Africa, a region recovering from years of civil war and genocide that have
claimed millions of lives leaving thousands of children and women as orphans and widows. The 22
person choir is dedicated to spreading love, hope and joy while raising awareness for the desperate
plight of orphans and other vulnerable children.
The children who have been rescued from some of life’s most difficult circumstances take pride in
expressing gratitude through their music. Their performances are the true testimonies and living
“Thank-You” notes sung to everyone who has invested in their lives giving them great pride and hope
for a brighter future.
The children’s songs and dancing will inspire you. More than this, their faith in the Lord Jesus will inspire you.
Start inviting people now. Let’s fill the church!

Pastor Joel

INVESTING IN THE KINGDOM:
From January, 2014 to the end of October,
2014:
Hope has taken in $142,294
Hope has spent
Net Income

$153,138
$ <10,844>

Available for operations $6,252
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Psalm 46:10 ~

10

He says, “Be still, and know that I am
God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the
earth.””

Contributor: Karine Samer

LADIES---SAVE THE DATE
The annual Ladies Christmas Brunch will be held Saturday, December 6 at 10:00 AM in the Hope Fellowship Hall. The theme this year will be “Christmas
Lights”.
A silent auction will be conducted to raise funds to support our missionaries. Contributions for the auction
such as baked goods, Christmas decorations, works of
art, and arts and crafts are welcome. Please consider
what special creations you can donate to help the missionaries Hope Women have been supporting continue
their work. The Gaultney family, who are members of
our church, is currently in England where Victor is involved with Wycliffe Bible Translators. Debbie Bunting is headquartered in Colorado Springs where she
produces educational Christian films. The Gerharts are
in Zimbabwe.
A brunch will be served and ladies may bring favorite
finger desserts.
A sign-up sheet will be on the
bulletin board in the narthex.
Invite your friends to join us in
this celebration of God’s greatest gift to us.
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We wish to thank the congregation for the beautiful flowers
received during “Pastor Appreciation” month… also many
cards with sincere notes. Our
gratefulness, Pastors Joel and Wendy

Prayers and Words of Encouragement
Recovering at home ~
Guy Chaffen
235 W. Pleasant Run Road
Cedar Hill, Texas 75104
Kenneth Wayne Eastman
614 West Ridge Drive
Duncanville, Texas 75116-3176
Nina Griggs
440 Cambridge Drive
DeSoto, Texas 75115-5608
972.223.6353
bngriggs@sbcglobal.net

Our homebound members and friends enjoy
visits, calls and cards. Please take a few minutes out for those who can no longer get out
and about.

Kathy Longstreet
1513 Cripple Creek Court
DeSoto, TX 75115-5300
972.230.3506
Email: illinoistexans@sbcglobal.net
In the hospital ~ no one
These members appreciate your prayers and
words of encouragement.

Marian Black
Horizon Bay
355 W. Westchester Pkwy, #A207
Grand Prairie, TX 75052
214.235.0371
Marv Christensen
812 Vince Lane
DeSoto, TX 75115-4410
972.223.5172
Email address: marvinchristensen@att.net
Joanna Snow
The Sterling House
1771 Country Club Drive
Mansfield, TX 76063
Mailing Address: 21 Devon Court
Mansfield, Texas 76063-4890
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6 Ladies
Brunch 10:30
am

7

8

9 No Faith
Circle

10

11

12

13 Council
Meeting 9am

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

Christmas
Eve Candle
Light Service
7:00 pm
28

29

30

Sunday Schedule:
Sunday School ~ 9:00 AM
Worship ~ 10:00 AM
Children’s Sunday School ~ 11:15 PM
No Sunday School: Dec. 28.

31 New Years
Eve

1 New Years
Day

Wednesday Night Activities:
Bible Study
Silent Worship
Confirmation
Holy Communion
Choir Rehearsal
Timothy Project
Thursday: Apprentice Series
Friday: Hope Prayer Time at Church

6:15 PM
6:15 PM
6:30 PM
6:45 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
6:30 PM
10:00 PM

No Regular Wednesday Night Activities: Dec. 24 &
Dec. 31.
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Adult Lutherans Organized for Action (ALOA)
Eighth Annual North Texas Senior Fest - February 28, 2015
Messiah Lutheran Church
1801 West Plano Parkway
Plano, Texas
This year’s primary speaker will be Dr. Mark Allen Powell, professor of New Testament at Trinity
Lutheran Seminary, Columbus, Ohio. His theme will be “Retirement as Vocation” as he discusses
what the Bible says about aging.
Six workshops will be offered:
1. “De-clutter to Downsize Your Home and Life” – Lorraine Brock, a favorite among last
year’s presenters, will share ideas geared to seniors who wish to “downsize their lives.”
2. “How Not To Fall” – Stephanie Calabrese, a Registered Physical Therapist, will share fun
tips and guidance on how to maintain your balance in life.
3. “Surviving the Death of a Loved One” – Darrel Gilbertson, retired Lutheran pastor and author, will share his journey of loss and hope during the past year following his wife’s death.
4. “Live Long and Prosper!” – Gerry Hughes is a Wealth Advisor and Certified Financial Planner with Thrivent Financial. He will discuss strategies for financial security and strength in the later
years of life.
5. “Drawing Your Way to Spiritual Health” – Susan Thillen will show how you can doodle
your way to better mental and spiritual health and improve your “hearing” skills through Zentangles.
6. “No Money Required” – Laura Wolfe is volunteer coordinator for the North Central Texas
Area Agency on Aging. She will provide an overview of the resources and services that are available free of charge to persons age 60 and older through the network of Area Agencies on Aging.
There is much to look forward to in next year’s Senior Fest. Add this date to next year’s calendar
and plan to join us!
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Hope
Lutheran
Church
917 Straus Road
Cedar Hill Texas 75104
www.hopelutheran.net

Return Service Requested
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