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He is Greater
12 Days of Christmas
This Advent, leading up to Christmas, Hope Lutheran is joining many area
churches to declare Jesus is Greater > than “all normal thrills and all contrasting
extremes,” than “all that gleams,” than “all high born,” than “ all nature’s
bounds.”
To do this you are encouraged to put your faith in action with the following good
works. We want the church of Jesus Christ to make an impact in our communities
this December. We can do this together.
Check out other ideas at http://www.heisgreater.com/

Pastor Joel
12 Days of Christmas Starts Wednesday, December 4
30 churches throughout Ellis County are going to change their communities by “spurring
each other on in love and good deeds” (Hebrews 10:24). Here’s how you can participate:
Step 1: Pray for God’s grace and anointing as you take action on each day’s assignment.
Step 2: Click “I did this” at heisgreater.com
Step 3: Share what you did on Twitter and Facebook using #heisgreater

Day 01 – Wednesday, December 4 – Give food to a family in need.
We know that visions of gumdrops are dancing in your head. Not only gumdrops, but other
holiday treats. Why not help someone else see that vision. Bring non-perishable food items to
a local non-profit in your area. We have listed a few of our partners below:
Red Oak – North Ellis County Outreach
Waxahachie – Waxahachie Care
Midlothian – Manna House
Ennis – Helping Hands
Cedar Hill – Cedar Hill Food Pantry
Or you can drop them off at one of our Partnering Churches
Continued on page.

Mission Statement: To discover and respond to our call

TO KNOW JESUS

TO FOLLOW JESUS
in unique ministries.

TO SERVE JESUS

(Continued from page 1.)
Day 02 – Thursday, December 5: Give up
your place in line.
Give up your place in line, even if you’re in a hurry.
Make this holiday season a little more merry by letting
others go first!

Day 03 – Friday, December 6: Buy gas for
someone today.
Buy gas for someone. In our economy, people aren’t
singing for figgy pudding, they’re wishing for free gas.
As you pull into the gas station today, pray about who
God would lead you to help in this way, so they can go
a little “farther” this holiday season.

DAY 04 – Saturday, December 7: Sign up to
volunteer this holiday season.

DAY 08 – Wednesday, December 11: Donate
a coat or blanket for the homeless.
Many of us have blankets and coats sitting in our closets that we will not use this winter. Bring your extra
blankets and coats to donate to homeless individuals in
the DFW area. These items can be dropped off at one of
our partnering churches. Click here to find the closest
one to you.

DAY 09 – Thursday, December 12: Write an
encouraging note to someone.
You’ve already mailed your letter to the North Pole
with all of your Christmas wishes–now, write a letter to
encourage someone who is a blessing to you.

DAY 10 – Friday, December 13: Invite a
neighbor to church with you.

Get into the Holiday spirit by serving someone else.
Sign-up today to volunteer at a local non-profit organization or charity. Look at a few of our serving suggestions below, or come up with one of your own. Make a
goal to put others first this Christmas!
Suggested Serving Opportunities:
Go Christmas Caroling at a local Nursing Home
Sign-up to ring the bell for the Salvation Army
Volunteer at your local school to help with a Christmas
Party
Serve at a Soup Kitchen
Volunteer at a local non-profit or your church home

Share the real gift of Christmas this year by inviting
someone that doesn’t have a home church, to the Holiday services at your church.

DAY 05 – Sunday, December 8: Donate to a
local toy drive.

The wisemen traveled a great distance to bring gifts to
their King. We have spent the last 12 days bringing
gifts to our local community. Today, we want to challenge you to bring the gift of Jesus to the world by
bringing your very best offering to your home church.

Make the Christmas wish of a child in need come true
this year by donating gifts to a local toy drive. Here are
a few local locations accepting gifts: North Ellis
County Outreach – Red Oak, TX

DAY 06 – Monday, December 9: Buy coffee
for someone else.
Buy a cup of coffee for a stranger. What if that cup of
coffee you’re going to buy doesn’t just brighten your
day, but someone else’s too? Pick up the tab for someone behind you in line today.

DAY 07 – Tuesday, December 10: Give baked
goods to someone you respect.
Sugar cookies, gingerbread men, and peppermint fudge.
Make your favorite holiday treat, and deliver it to
someone you are thankful for (servicemen/women,
principal, teachers, coworkers, boss, etc).
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DAY 11 – Saturday, December 14: Drop
some change in the bell ringer’s kettle.
Be the change by bringing some change. Drop off your
extra coins in the bell ringer’s kettle for the Salvation
Army at your local Walmart.

DAY 12 – Sunday, December 15: Bring your
best offering to give at church.

Random Acts of Kindness
As we make ourselves available for God to use us,
He’ll give us opportunities and prompt us to step out in
faith to share His love through acts of kindness.

Adult Sunday School

Not a Fan
Adult Sunday School will continue to read Kyle Idleman’s book Not a Fan. Kyle Idleman is a teaching
pastor at Southeast Christian Church in Louisville,
Kentucky, the 5th largest church in America.
The book eloquently inspires us to move beyond
spectator Christianity. You may purchase the book
from Amazon or Barnes and Noble on e-book or order the book.

Special Congregational Meeting
December 15th after 10:00 AM Worship Service
Hope Council is calling a special Congregational meeting for December 15th after the 10:00 AM worship service.
The agenda is to vote on leasing our church building to a Seventh Day Adventist Spanish speaking church, which
would worship in our Fellowship Hall on Saturday mornings.
The financial arrangements would mirror the other two churches who lease from us. Because it is Saturday mornings it has few scheduling conflicts. We could still use our church for Sanctuary use including kitchen and narthex,
bathroom, workroom, office use (in short everything past the office and workroom) by entering from the front door.
We would place a moveable curtain rod and curtain at the front of the hall, just beyond the office and workroom, as
we have done for other events. This would make our movement less of a distraction to their activities and theirs less
a distraction to ours.
I met with Pastor Luis Rojas earlier to discuss the arrangements. I felt very good about him and his wife. Iglesia
Adventista Hispana de Oakcliff presently worships in Oak Cliff. Pastor Rojas told me they have a number of members from Cedar Hill who desire to worship closer to home. They will be worshiping with about thirty to forty members.
They would arrange the fellowship hall for worship and then return the space to its prior arrangement each week.
They will also have the class rooms available for Sabbath School (which for them is on Saturday). Seventh Day Adventists are Christians who worship on the Biblical Sabbath day, which is Saturday. Saturday worship is their distinctive denominational trait. Beyond that, they are very much like other Christian churches.
The council feels it would be wonderful to serve our Hispanic community in Cedar Hill. They also note that the
added $7,000+ would be beneficial to our church/s annual budget. It seems that, once again, the Lord is providing
for us in unexpected ways.
We will meet during the Sunday School hour on December 8th to discuss these details and field any questions.

Pastor Joel
Inner Mission (for youth): Sunday evenings (as
noted), 6PM at the Berthelsen's. Food by Lezlie.
Singing by Pastor Joel. Explore the wide world of
developing an intentional and regular quiet time
with Jesus that fits you... we are on an “inner mission” to know Him better. Friends invited. Next
Inner Mission: Dec. 8

Support Rev Dr. Gemechis Buba Media Ministry... now reaching 17 million per week including
the Islamic world. Make an extra offering of $50
to $100 (supports one broadcast). Designate to
"Buba Media Ministry." Rev. Buba is the Assistant to the Bishop for Mission for the North
American Lutheran Church (NALC). Learn more
on our website.
Ethiopia Mission Trip: As a result of Gemechis'
visits to Hope, are you interested? A number of
people from Hope are. Let Pastor Wendy know of
your interest. Stay tuned!
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December Schedule
December 1

He is Greater than All Earth’s Pangs

December 8

He is Greater than All that Gleams

December 15 He is Greater than All High Born…
Lessons and Carols led by the Choir and Chimes of Hope
Special Congregational Meeting after 10:00 PM service
December 22 He is Greater than All Nature’s Bounds
December 24 7:00 PM Christmas Eve Worship Service
December 29 Fifth Sunday offering going to Lutheran World Relief

Timothy Project Bible Study: Wednesdays at
7:15PM. Study the Gospels. Learn an indepth
study method and listen for Jesus’ practical guidance. No experience needed and open to anyone at
any time.
Quiet Worship: Wednesdays, 6-7:15PM (Holy
Communion at 7PM)

Chronological Bible Readings
Link for this month’s readings:
http://www.cmbconline.org/pdfs/2011%20Daily%
20Readings.pdf

Press on,

Pastor Joel
All women are invited to meet Sunday mornings at Panera in Cedar Hill, at 9:00 AM, for a
spiritual focus and fellowship group. We will discuss our thoughts on weekly devotions from the
book Jesus Calling by Sarah Young. Feel free to
bring the book if you have a copy, but you don’t
need it to participate in this group. You’ll enjoy
fellowship, coffee and goodies, and inspiration to
help you through the week ahead! Please call
Janice Wessa (972-898-9217) or Barbara Hawkins
(972-841-6101) if you have any questions.
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INVESTING IN THE KINGDOM:
Offerings minus Expenses…
Actual YTD: $-564
Budgeted YTD: -$3,345
Overall Balance for operations: $21,070
(Cash less liabilities) (10/31/2013).

Faith Circle will meet
Tuesday, January 14th at 7:30 PM.
We will be studying Sermon on the Mount.
See you there!

LADIES---SAVE THE DATE
The annual Ladies Christmas Brunch will be held
Saturday, December 7 at 10:00 AM in the Hope
Fellowship Hall. The theme this year will be
“Christmas Memories”. If you have a special
Christmas memory or tradition that you would
like to share with the group, contact Valerie Peterson.

One of my favorite verses is:
Psalm 104:33-34: "I will sing to The Lord
all my life; I will sing praise to my God as long
as I live. May my meditation be pleasing to
Him, as I rejoice in The Lord".

Contributor: Cathy Peterson

A silent auction will be conducted to raise funds
to support our missionaries. Contributions for the
auction such as baked goods, Christmas decorations, works of art, and arts and crafts are welcome. Please consider what special creations
you can donate to help the missionaries Hope
Women have been supporting continue their
work. The Gaultney family, who are members of
our church, is currently in England where Victor
is involved with Wycliffe Bible Translators.
Debbie Bunting is headquartered in Colorado
Springs where she produces educational Christian
films. The Gerharts are located in South Africa
and Zimbabwe.
A brunch will be served and ladies may bring favorite finger desserts.
A sign-up sheet will be
on the bulletin board in
the narthex. Invite your
friends to join us in this
celebration of God’s
greatest gift to us.
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December Anniversaries
Kobey & Stephanie Juergens
Sam & Marcia Drane
John & Candy Moltz
Victor & Sara Gaultney
John & Kelly Johnson
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12/04
12/10
12/16
12/22
12/28

December Birthdays
Erin Slayton
Kathy Purkiss
Rachel Reed
Ed Longstreet
Deanna Gibson
Richard Grace
Angie Sparr
Barbara Hawkins
Kimberly Armistead
Diane Nickel

12/01
12/02
12/06
12/08
12/12
12/21
12/24
12/27
12/28
12/28

Time for
Christmas Poinsettias!
Be sure to sign up for
your Christmas Poinsettias
in the Narthex. By buying a
vibrant red poinsettia plant, you’ll be
able to help in the colorful decorating of our
Sanctuary with the poinsettias thru the Christmas
Eve Service. Afterwards, take it home to beautify
your own Home. Order now to reserve your poinsettia.
Please make your check out to Hope Lutheran Church
And mark it POINSETTIA in the memo. Drop it in

Karine Samer’s box or the offering plate by
December 15h
Altar Guild
Thanks YOU!
Be sure to sign up

Your poinsettia may be given in honor or memory of someone or an event. The price this
year is $8.00 each.
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Prayers and Words of
Encouragement
Homebound Residents
Recovering at home ~
Fran Christensen
Park Manor
207 E. Parkerville Road, Rm. #211
DeSoto, TX 75115-6251

UPDATED & NEW Custom Designed Reflection Guide (by Pastor Wendy & Steve Harr). A
reflection guide for prayerfully discerning Jesus'
call and how to incorporate it into all of life. Assists in answering: “Who am I?” and “What am
I to do?”

In the hospital
Carl Metzger ~ Baylor Dallas ICU
1144 Stoney Creek Drive
Cedar Hill, Texas 75104-3402
972.293.3988
ruddigore@sbcglobal.net
These members appreciate your prayers and
words of encouragement.

Newsletter Articles Deadline …
The date is: December 18.
Please email your articles as an
attachment to:
hopesecretary@sbcglobal.net

Marian Black
Horizon Bay
355 W. Westchester Pkwy, #A207
Grand Prairie, TX 75052
214.235.0371
Marv Christensen
812 Vince Lane
DeSoto, TX 75115-4410
972.223.5172
Email address: marvinchristensen@att.net
Joanna Snow
The Sterling House
1771 Country Club Drive
Mansfield, TX 76063
Mailing Address: 21 Devon Court
Mansfield, Texas 76063-4890
Our homebound members and friends enjoy
visits, calls and cards. Please take a few minutes out for those who can no longer get out
and about.
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Sun
1 Advent

Mon
Be-

2

Tue
3

Wed

Thu

4

5

Fri
6

gins

Sat
7 Ladies’

Christmas
Brunch 10:30
AM

8

SS Hour:
Questions &
Answers for
Congregational meeting.

9

10

No Faith
Circle

11

12

13

14

15

Congregational Meeting
Christmas
Cantata

16

17

18

Heralds
Deadline

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

Candle Light
Service 7:00
PM
5th Sunday
Missions Offering
29

30

New
Years Eve
31

1 News

Day

Wednesday Night Activities:
Sunday Schedule:
Sunday School (For All Ages) ~ 9:00 AM
Ladies’ Spiritual Focus & Fellowship Group
At Panera ~ 9:00 AM
Worship ~ 10:00 AM

Wednesday Evening Prayer
Chime Choir Practice
Timothy Project Bible Study
Adult Choir Practice

6:15 PM
6:30 PM
7:15 PM
7:30 PM

No Wednesday night activities December 25th,
2013 & January 1st, 2014.
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Adult Lutherans Organized for Action
SENIOR FEST
Saturday, February 22, 2014
8:30 am – 3:00 pm
MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH
1801 West Plano Parkway
Plano, Texas 75075
Contact: ken.holdorf@princeofpeace.org
THEME: “I’m A Senior – Now What?
KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Dr. Kurt Senske, CEO, Lutheran Social Services of the South
WORKSHOPS:
EVERYTHING IN ITS PLACE - Do you have piles of paper clutter stuffed in drawers, boxes or on top of your desk or counters?
Do you have keepsakes and photos that need to be better organized? What are your options for getting rid of unwanted items
other than a Good Will or a garage sale? In this session we will give very real and practical ideas, showing lots of visual on
what to use and how to use it. We will talk about systems and products that will help get your home organized.
Presenter: Lorraine Brock is a professional organizer; family coach; speaker; and Founder and President of Get Organized! a Dallas-based professional organizing company with expertise in both residential and business organizing.
SUCCESSFUL AGING - As people age, they tend to become less and less active and involved. This workshop will highlight
the problems associated with that tendency and educate attendees about how to stay active and engaged and the importance
of that to your overall health.
Presenter: Rodney Rueter is President/CEO of Lutheran Sunset Ministries in Clifton, Texas.
LIVING A SUCCESSFUL LIFE OF SIGNIFICANCE - Dr. Senske will lead an interactive dialogue and share specific strategies
to assist participants to discover and live out their calling during the seasoned years of their lives.
Presenter: Kurt Senske serves as the Chief Executive Officer of Lutheran Social Services of the South, a multifaceted, multi-state social services agency.
LIFE AND DEATH: THE TWO SIDES TO HOSPICE CARE- The participant will learn about the hospice philosophy of palliative
care to help terminally ill persons “live life” until they die. Myths and facts will be shared, as well as information on the typical
services provided by hospice care. Time will be allowed for questions.
Presenters: Michelle Donnell, RN, is a skilled hospice nurse with 14 years of experience in the healthcare field, including the emergency room and respiratory therapy. Clayton McCord, M.Div., is an ordained pastor with ten years of experience
as a hospice chaplain and bereavement coordinator. He conducts grief seminars, facilitates support groups, and writes articles
about loss and grief issues.
GOD’S NEW “YES” FOR YOU - Through the transitions of growing older, God has significant things for you to do! Helpful
insights will be offered for discovering, discerning and incorporating God’s call for ordinary people like you into this chapter of
life.
Presenter: Wendy Berthelsen is President of Call, Inc., a non-profit teaching ministry mobilizing ordinary people called
by Jesus to seek, discover and incorporate His call into all of life... inside and outside of church.
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CHURCH PROPERTY
Property Coordinator: Joe Liberatore, his phone number: 972-293-2898
Indoor Lighting (inside light bulbs):
Outdoor Lighting (outside bulbs):
Electric Systems/Fans:
Sanctuary Sound System:
HVAC:
Change HVAC Filters:
Telephone:
Appliances:
Furniture/Cabinet Repair:
Small Engine Maintenance:
Gas/Oil Buyer:
Keys:
Computer Hardware/Software Maintenance:
Carpentry/Handyman Tasks/Basic Maintenance:
(including playground)
Plumbing:
Piano/Organ:
Extermination/Bugs:
Lawn Mowers/Edgers:
Touch-up Painting:
Gardens:

Food Pantry delivery:
Organization of Clean-up Days (if needed):
Periodic Cleaning of Gutters:
Carpet Cleaning:
Kitchen:
Hymnal Maintenance:
Attic:
Windows:
Choir Robe Cleaning:
Nursery Toys/Room:
Sanctuary Preparation (chairs/hymnals):
Christmas Tree:
Sunday School Resource Room:

Bill Knoll
OPEN
Wayne Wooley
Scott & Kristine Clark
Clay York
Clay York
Carl Metzger
Clay York
Bill Burleson
Clay York
Clay York
Karine Samer
Carl Metzger
Leroy Linder, Clay York
Wayne Wooley
Cathy Peterson
Bob Wessa
Mike Purkiss, Jack Trousdale, Zelda Gates,
Ty Roberson
Bill Knoll
Cathy Peterson-front sign
Cathy Peterson-flowerbed by A/C units
Barbara York, Kathy Still, Mark Hill (Shrub
trimming)
Grover & Lillian Radke
OPEN
Ty Roberson (small section)
Lynn & Pat Foster
Mary Strand
Zelda Gates
OPEN
OPEN
Diane Pleasants
OPEN
Zelda Gates
Jill Heyerdahl & youth
OPEN

A Special Thank You to Roger and Mary Strand for replacing the ceiling tiles in the kitchen this
month.
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Hope
Lutheran
Church
917 Straus Road
Cedar Hill Texas 75104
www.hopelutheran.net

Return Service Requested
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