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Lessons from the Book of Daniel

What a joy the book of Daniel has been this summer. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego not
compromising in the face of the fiery furnace; Daniel, the gifted interpreter of dreams and

riddl es; Daniel, holding to the faith
the understanding of God’s sovereignty
God’' s faithfulness and shepherding of

The message of Daniel inspires us to not compromise, hold to the faith in prayer, and con-
tinually place ourselves under the sovereignty of God. We too will see God is faithful. We
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But in addition to these great lessons we learn how to influence our world. We do not have
to be the top of the mountain to influence the goings-on on the mountain. Daniel served in
the courts and so, like Joseph, transformed his world. This too is our way forward.
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This is what [ want you to do. Ask yourself who do | know in places leadership in the seven
chief areas of cultural influen€d&government, education, business, media, arts and enter-
tainment, family, religious life) Once you have identified them then seek ways to serve them
(to serve is to help another succeed.) You may not know the person at the top. Fine. Every
mountain has sub-peaks. Perhaps you know someone who is leading on a sub-peak of a
mountain. Whoever is a person of peac® you in one of these places of influence, serve

them.
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This is how we transform the world. We do it through servanthood. We do it through faith

active in love.

(Continued on page 2.)

Mission Statement: To discover and respond to our call

TO KNOW JESUS TO FOLLOW JESUS TO SERVE JESUS

in unique ministries.
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(Continued from pagel.)

Do you feel |l i ke your world is falling apart?
strange land. But Daniel could be a servant in that setting. Jeremiah taught him to seek the good of the city where
God had placed him. (Jer. 29:27)

God called Daniel to serve in that difficult setting. You can too. Servants always have a place in the world. Hold
your head up. Move forward with confidence. God is faithful and all times are in his hands.

Pastor Joel

NALC & LCMC National Gatherings: Dallas 2015: August 11-14 & October 4-7

So far, the following people are already contributing time and energy or they have agreed to volunteer at the

upcoming North American Lutheran Church convocation, August 11-14. Thank you to all of the following!
Mary Strand, Carolee Juergens, Scott and Kristine Clark, Grace Anandi Mohan, Elizabeth
Bockarie, Judy Knoll, Pat Foster, Pastor Joel, Pastor Wendy

In 2015, both the North American Lutheran Church (NALC) and Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ
(LCMC) will hold their annual gatherings in Dallas. Our church, Hope Lutheran Church, is a part of both of these
evangelical Lutheran church bodies.

Pat Foster is coordinating volunteers for both events. Let Pat know of your interest in serving as a volunteer
for one or more sessions. Some sessions and meals may be free for volunteers. Since these gatherings are local,

we encourage you to attend one or more sessionstobei_ nspi red, trained for our
more familiar with our church bodies.

1 North American Lutheran Church Gathering & Lutheran Week: August 11-14
Theme: AMartyr: L{(Abte26:1G-i8y i ng Wi tnesso

“Lutheran week” wil/ include a theological

and the national North American Lutheran Church convocation. The event will be
held at the Hyatt at DFW airport, and registration and more information is available on the NALC
website: http://thenalc.org/.

1 Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ: October 4-7
Theme: fAOur DNAO
The LCMC annual gathering will be held at the Embassy Suites Hotel and
Conference Center (7600 John Q Hammons Dr., Frisco, TX 75034). See the LCMC
website for more information: http://www.lcmc.net/annual-gathering/233.html.
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Comins Evepts

Summer Adul t Ed Ends, Chil dr

What a great summer we have had studying the book of Daniel in adult Sunday School. We will finish Daniel this
month.

August 2 Daniel 9
August 9 No Sunday School .. pastor on vacation

August 16 Daniel 10

August 23 Daniel 11 o
August 30 Daniel 12
Join a

September 6 9:00 am Adult Ed, Sunday School
Class

11: 30 am Chil dren’s Sunday School begi ns.

Other News
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church Women

Vacation Business and Bible School: In part- (Grand Prairie) invite the women of Hope to our
nership with Thanksgiving Tabernacle Bible Summer Retreat on Saturday, August 22 from 9.30
Fellowship, Hope has been pleased to share in a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Pastor Kathi Johnson and Pastor
two sessionsnow of i Vacat i on B us Vigkielsylsr wil enat again lead us through the
Bi bl e Jle kel threedday session retreat. We will provide coffee and snacks at 9
washeld July22-2 4, and f oc us e dmyupch pndwillclgswith worship. Hope
and Government.” The pomeo§the yomepfromblepascanpinuy. s e s -
sions were a combination of materials by Junior There is more information on our website: http:/
Achievement and special Biblical presentations. Www.ourredeemergp.org/.

Pastors Joel and Wendy each presented a ses-
sion. About twenty-five to thirty students have
participated in the two three-day sessions.

Coming this September € Opportunities to
Grow in Knowing Jesus! Following Labor

Day, the Apprentice Series will resume on

Thursday evenings. Wednesday worship and the T

Timothy Project Bible Study will resume on 5

Wednesday evenings! Other opportunities will ‘\\S S“MM&F

be announced.


http://www.ourredeemergp.org/
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Revival
Two Spiritual Giants: Rev. Dr. Morris Vaagenes & Rev. Dr. Gemechis Buba

On July 14, I was honored to play a part in bringing together two spiritual giants to meet each other
and share in conversation. Pastor Gemechis has known of Pastor Vaagenes for several years and al-
ways wanted to meet him. Both men share an intense passion for renewal, discipleship and the need
for the empowering of the Holy Spirit. These were the topics of conversation. Pastor Vaagenes has
studied “revival”
as he pastored North Heights Lutheran Church for forty years until his retirement and preached
around the world on renewal. Some of the common elements of revival are: repentance, passion for
the Word (Holy Scriptures), intense prayer, vision (revelation of God through waiting upon Him and
listening prayer), miracles and empowering of the Holy Spirit. These elements often lead to growth
of the kingdom in Jesus'’ name (i ncreasing
witness, mission, evangelism, and sometimes unpredicted congregational growth.

Pastor Morris 85)was t he pastor of my family’™s <ch
other. My mom continues to be a member of this church, for over 40 years now. As a result of re-

vival, we personally witnessed the explosive growth of this church from a few hundred to several

thousand people and learned about revival as a result. Pastor Vaagenes has been a leader in church
renewal and preached all over the world. I love that Pastor Vaagenes has said many times (as lead-
ers of other revivals have), that the Lord surprised him with the numerical growth that occurred in
our church. It i s an acknowledgement that
3:6-7) | | ove his humility, the absence of
for growth or that growth can somehow be engineered by human plans, methods, initiatives, pro-
grams, the latest popular church fad or projections on paper (It is easy and shallow to project church
growth/numbers on paper, as if the church is a business which it is not. Beware of anyone who
thinks that they can do this!).

Pastor Gemechis (39), a very gifted and anointed evangelist, has preached and taught at our church
a couple of times. Presently as Assistant to the Bishop of the North American Lutheran Church, Pas-
tor Gemechis preaches all over the world and the last time I heard, preaches to over 18 million
weekly on his television program which our church and individuals in our church have supported
financially. He is the founder of Leadstar University, a business university and theological school.

|’ m awed to call both of these giant men
struments in my life.

Pastor Wendy

movements for many years
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Prayers and Words of Encouragement

Guy Chaffen
235 W. Pleasant Run Road
Cedar Hill, Texas 75104

Nina Griggs

Our homebound members and friends en-
joy visits, calls and cards. Please take a
few minutes out for those who can no
longer get out and about.

440 Cambridge Drive
DeSoto, Texas 75115 -5608
972.223.6353
bngriggs@sbcglobal.net

Gene Janke

1148 Stoney Creek Drive
Cedar Hill, Texas 75104 -3402
972.291.8384
rmeej@sbcglobal..net

Bill Knoll

600 E. Main Street
Hamilton, Texas 76531
214.542.5346

Kathy Longstreet

1513 Cripple Creek Court
DeSoto, Texas 75115 -5300
972.223.3506

Email: lllinoistexan@sbcgabal.net

Carol Newman
401Shadowwood Trall

Red Oak, Texas 75154 -1425
972.217.1463

SWissmiss1927@att.net

Gail Riggins

1217 Reeves Lane

Cedar Hill, Texas 75104 -7307
214.546.6119
Gail.riggins@yahoo.com

These members appreciate your prayers and
words of encouragement.

Marian Black

Horizon Bay

355 W. Westchester Pkwy, #A207
Grand Prairie, TX 75052
214.235.0371

Marv Christensen

812 Vince Lane

DeSoto, TX 75115-4410

972.223.5172

Email address: marvinchristensen@att.net

Harriette Hedderick

235 W. Pleasant Run road, #216
Cedar Hill, Texas 75104 -5443
972.293.5812

Joanna Snow

The Sterling House

1771 Country Club Drive
Mansfield, TX 76063

Mailing Address : 21 Devon Court
Mansfield, Texas 76063 -4890

Jack Trousdale

1710 Mallard Circle

Mansfield, Texas 76063 -4084
817.477.9945
jacknginnie@msn.com
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HOPE WOMEN'S NEWS

Isaiah 12:2fiSurely God is m)u salvation; wi ||

not be afraid .Thernp theLorbhimself, is my strength
and my song; he has become my salwation
Psalm 121 ~
I lift up my eyes to the moustains
where does my help come from?
2My help comes fromlthen
the Maker of heaven and earth.
3He will not let your foodslip
he who watches over you will not slumber;
4indeed, he who watches over Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep.
STheLorbwatches over ybu
theLORDIS your shade at your right hand;
6the sun will not harm you by day,
nor the moon by night.
"TheLorbwill keep you from all ldarm
he will watch over your life;
8theLorpwill watch over your coming and going
both now and forevermore.

Contributor: Lori Luster
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Auqust Anniversaries

Thank you to Hope members and council for
the many cards and prays you have sent for the
many medi cal procedu
for Joe’s health. |
bringing me to Hope. I count it a blessing to
work here and for the many friends here. Will
you please continue to pray for Joe and me? I
just don’t know how
this difficult, challenging and uncertain time
ahead of us without the Lord to lean on and
guide us and your prayers. Thank you everyone.
We love each and every one of you. Joe and
Karine Samer

Pete & Donna Hackney 8/03
Michael & Debbie Emmons 8/10
Rob & Lynn Halowec 8/14
Doug & Jill Heyerdahl 8/20
Carl & Lyn Metzger 8/21
Raymond & Lori Luster 8/22
Dwayne & Carolee Juergens 8/31
August Birthdays

Pete Hackney 8/03
Donna Hackney 8/04
John Moltz 8/04
Michael Emmons 8/12
Raymond Luster 8/12
Jill Heyerdahl 8/17
Deb Burleson 8/20
Susan Rushing 8/20
Philip Berthelsen 8/30

. INVESTING IN THE
FNRG

%Vt KINGDOM:
o From June, 2015:

Hope has taken in $ 79,496
Hope has spent  $ 69,566

$ 9,930
Auvailable for operations $14,284

Net Income
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2015

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1
6 7 8
Pastors|on Vacation
13 14 15
NALC National Convection
16 Council 17 18Heralds 19 20 21 220ur Re-
Meeting Deadline deemer Lu-
- t her an
osw\ Retreat 9:30aim
o :
i 3:300 pm
23 24First Day of | 25 26 27 28 29
School
% Back
Books
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Sunday Schedule: i : NG /),Nédnesday Night Activities:

August 9st there will be no Sunday School I2l ﬁg'@ay Hope Prayer Time at Church 10:00 PM
Sunday School ~9:00 AM 1

Worship ~ 10:00 AM

Faithful
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