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He is Risen, Indeed! 

 

I don’t know if my Philosophy professor at the University of Minnesota was a Christian, 

and was just throwing me bones because he learned I would speak up, or what?  But he did 

it a number of times.   

One day while discussing suffering in class he told a story about a friend who had died of 

bone cancer relating he tightly held a crucifix through the last days of his life. 

Then he said, “Maybe it helped him to identify with suffering as he was going through 

such suffering himself.  What do you think?” 

I raised my hand and said, “I’m not Roman Catholic, but I have many good friends who 

are.  They tell me that ‘the crucifix is not just about suffering.  They tell me that because 

Jesus promised he would be raised from the dead he was as good as raised, even while on 

the cross.’  So, maybe your friend wasn’t just identifying with suffering.  Maybe he was 

identifying with life.”  

My professor nodded his head and said, “Maybe you are right.” 

In this month’s issue you will find “The Seven Last Words of Jesus” which I wrote for 

Good Friday.  I put these meditations in this Easter season newsletter because I believe that 

what my friends said about the crucifix is true.  

Read the last words of Jesus and the meditations found in this issue.  You will find them 

laced with Resurrection Hope.  Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Sepulcher Saturday and 

Easter Sunday all go together as one dynamic work of God defeating sin, death and the 

power of the devil.                                                                                            

        (Continued on page 2.) 
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This Easter season, know: 

The Lord is risen! 

He is risen, indeed! 

He is risen from a death accepted freely.  They did not take his life.  He gave it willingly. 

He is risen from a torturous death which was redemptive/salvific/sanctifying… in short, the sum of all 

good things promised. 

He is risen from a cold, lifeless tomb.  The tomb is empty! 

He is risen, indeed! 

 

         Pastor Joel 

THE SEVEN LAST WORDS  

OF JESUS 

 
THE FIRST WORD 

 Luke 23:33-34    And when they came to the place 

that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and 

the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 

And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know 

not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his 

garments.  

 

MEDITATION ON THE FIRST WORD  
First Word 
Father, forgive (the Saviour said) 
They know not what they do: 
His heart was moved when thus he prayed 
For me, for all.  Good News!  
 
He saw, accusers did abuse 
And crucified his flesh; 
And he, by us, would be refused, 
Father, Father forgive. 
 
Through love of sin, we long were prone 
To act as Satan bid; 
But now, with grief and shame we own, 
We knew not what we did.  
 
We knew not the desert of sin, 
Nor whom we thus defied; 
Nor where our guilty souls had been, 
            (Continued in next column.) 

If Jesus had not died.  
 
We knew not what a law we broke, 
How holy, just and pure! 
Nor what a God we did provoke, 
But thought ourselves secure.  
 
But Jesus all our guilt foresaw, 
And shed his precious blood 
To satisfy the holy law, 
And make our peace with God.  
 
My sin, dear Saviour, made thee bleed, 
Yet didst thou pray for me! 
I knew not what I did, indeed, 
I knew not what, indeed.  
John Newton /  Revised by Pastor Joel 

 
EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLE  

 

Lord Jesus - you gave your life for us.  

You suffered and died that we might be 

made whole. 

 SILENT MEDITATION  
 

THE SECOND WORD 

 Luke 23:39-43     One of the criminals who were 

hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? 

Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him, say-

ing, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the 

same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed justly, 

for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but 

this man has done nothing wrong.” And he said,  

              (Continued on page 4.) 

http://www.poemhunter.com/john-newton/poems/
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April Adult Sunday School 

We just finished reading Sit, Walk, Stand and the book of Ephesians for adult Sunday school. 

 This month we will exclusively be reading the Bible again.  I Thessalonians will be our focus.  

Mission & Discernment: Begins Saturday, April 2 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, renew and increase in all of us, your Holy Spirit and power in your name, AMEN 

 

Please see Pastor Wendy's invitation below where she gives the details regarding Mission Discernment. I pray that 

you will prayerfully consider attending along with me. I am hopeful that these 8 hours or so, will reap a spiritual har-

vest for our church and for me personally. Won't you consider joining us? 

Thank you, 

Raymond Luster, Council President 

 

Beginning on Saturday April 2 (9am, Berthelsen home)… Breakfast will be served. 

All of the Council and also anyone interested from the congregation will be invited to participate in a prayerful lis-

tening and discernment process, regarding the outward focus of our church and how that relates to the inward focus 

of our church. Participation will be optional for all. We will focus on the following: spiritual growth, foreign mis-

sion, church renewal, works of compassion, call, domestic mission, witness, evangelism and how all of these are re-

lated. We will focus on our present strengths and also engage listening prayer to see if the Lord will reveal anything 

new regarding our future. We will consider this individually as well us collectively (how the Lord is leading us to-

gether). We will invite Jesus to rule and reign over this process and the Holy Spirit to empower all of us. We will 

expect our Lord Jesus to work as He did through common ordinary fishermen and tax collectors, perhaps working 

through something as small as a "mustard seed," giving birth to something of significance over time. We will not 

predict the outcome. This has already been brought before the Council in general terms. 

Rev. Dr. Gemechis Buba, North American Lutheran Church Assistant to the Bishop for Mission and some of his 

staff teams have done training, gave presentations and prepared materials for such a process, focusing on one of the 

NALC’s values, “Mission-Driven. Some in our congregation have been a part of these sessions. Each of our times 

together, we will use some of these presentations and materials. In addition, we will have times of intentional prayer-

ful listening, waiting to see if the Lord might reveal something new to us. 

We will do this over four Saturday mornings in April and May, beginning at 9am and lasting two hours. Here 

are the tentative dates: April 2, April 16, April 30 and May 14. We will shift the time and dates if needed. 

Please RSVP or indicate an interest even if you cannot come to the April 2 session. 

 

Pastor Wendy 
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(Continued from page 2.) 

“Jesus, remember me when you come into your king-

dom.” And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today 

you will be with me in Paradise.”  

 
MEDITATION ON THE SECOND WORD  

 
Was Ever a Moment Closer? 

By Pastor Joel 

 

Was ever a moment closer? 

Rarely criminals accept “guilt” 

Was ever a moment closer? 

Where defiance and deflection spilled out 

 

But his place was near the Savior 

And this would bring a bidding 

The Savior bid him think differently 

Let defiance and deflection go 

 

The accusers showed no relenting 

Tossed insults, gloated in their victory 

The Savior was so different 

Was ever a moment closer? 

 

The skies agreed with the Savior 

They turned black, so also bidding 

Bid defiance now soften 

Bid deflection now absorb 

 

So there, the criminal softened 

Was ever a moment closer? 

And there defiance was broken 

The Savior, he was near 

 

So the thief’s last plea was spoken 

Me, Jesus, please remember!  

And paradise was brokered  

Was ever a moment closer? 

 
EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLE 

 

 Lord Jesus - you gave your life for us.  

You suffered and died that we might be 

made whole.  

SILENT MEDITATION  

   (Continued in next column.) 

THE THIRD WORD  

John 19:25-27      But standing by the cross of Jesus 

were his mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife 

of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his 

mother and the disciple whom he loved standing 

nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your 

son!” Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your 

mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to 

his own home.  

 

MEDITATION ON THE THIRD WORD  

This is Your Son, This is Your Mother 

By Pastor Joel 

 

Dear woman, this is your son 

Said Son as he was leaving 

She would not leave  

His side, though bleeding 

Her soul was pierced 

Her grief unknown 

 

And son, this is your mother 

Said Savior to his only 

Close friend who dared a place 

So near, by mother’s side 

And soldier’s spear 

 

They were there 

Deep grief was shared 

A new family was paired 

Because, together, they were there. 

 
EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLE 

 Lord Jesus - you gave your life for us.  

You suffered and died that we might be 

made whole.  

SILENT MEDITATION  

 

THE FOURTH WORD  

Mark 15:33-34     And when the sixth hour had 

come, there was darkness over the whole land until the 

                   

     (Continued on page 5.) 
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(Continued from page 4.) 

ninth hour. And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a 

loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which 

means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken 

me?”  

MEDITATION ON THE FOURTH WORD 

 
Forsaken 

Pastor Joel 
 

Father, why have you forsaken me? 

Forsaken our Oneness 

Father, why have you forsaken me? 

Torn all asunder 

 

No one knows the beauty, the beauty of all that was 

No one knows the goodness, the goodness and the love 

Oneness inscrutable 

Binding unknowable 

No one can know, except You, my dear Father 

 

Father, why have you forsaken me? 

I speak to the crowd 

I speak so they know it 

I say it out loud 

 

Because I know, Father 

We planned before time 

I know, Father 

It is what I 

Said I would do 

I took on their flesh 

I loved with my life 

I loved so much 

I loved them so much 

That I laid down my life 

And now it is shocking 

The rending…  the offering 

I took their sin 

And it pulled me right under 

Pulled me down under 

All the way down to hell 

I am forsaken 

So all can awaken 

 

And now I ask Why?  So that they will ask why 

Because of your love 

The tearing atones 

They will see me again. 

  (Continued in next column.) 

They will see me come home! 

 

EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLE  

 

Lord Jesus - you gave your life for us.  

You suffered and died that we might be 

made whole.  

SILENT MEDITATION 
 

THE FIFTH WORD  

John 19:28         After this Jesus, knowing that all was 

now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), "I thirst."  

MEDITATION ON THE FIFTH WORD  

 
I Thirst 

Pastor Joel 

 

I thirst  

I thirst 

The race now over 

Exertion spent 

 

I thirst, I am thirsty 

For days remembered 

For taste and scent  

For babies cooing and warm embrace 

For bright stars shining  

And sunny days 

 

I am thirsty  

I am thirsty 

For the new world promised 

Please  

Please 

I thirst 

I thirst 

 
 

EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLE  

Lord Jesus - you gave your life for us.  

You suffered and died that we might be 

made whole.  

SILENT MEDITATION   

 

   

   (Continued on page 6.) 
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(Continued from page 5.) 

THE SIXTH WORD 

John 19:29-30     A jar full of sour wine stood there, so 

they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop  
branch and held it to his mouth. When Jesus had re-

ceived the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he 

bowed his head and gave up his spirit.  

 

MEDITATION ON THE SIXTH WORD  

 
It is Finished 

By Pastor Joel Berthelsen 

 

It is finished. 

Achieved. 

Done. 

Completed! 

Fulfilled! 

Accomplished! 

 

It is finished; 

What was intended occurred. 

It is done; 

Nothing left to do. 

It is complete; 

Nothing can be added. 

It is fulfilled; 

Promise accrued. 

It is accomplished…   

 

I bid you adieu, 

Till we meet again.  

  

EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLE  

Lord Jesus - you gave your life for us.  

You suffered and died that we might be 

made whole.  

SILENT MEDITATION   
 

THE SEVENTH WORD  

Luke 23:46       Then Jesus, calling out with a loud 

voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit my 

spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last.  

                                         (Continued in next column.) 

 

MEDITATION ON THE SEVENTH WORD 

Into Thy Hands 

Pastor Joel 

 

Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit 

Your hands are worthy 

To hold it fast. 

When I am sleeping 

You will be watching. 

When tomb is shut  

Death will not win! 

When cold and lifeless 

I will trust You wholly. 

I commend my spirit,  

I trust You fully. 

 
EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLE  

Lord Jesus - you gave your life for us.  

You suffered and died that we might be 

made whole.  

SILENT MEDITATION   
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GROW: KNOW & FOLLOW Jesus 

 

DEVOTIONALS! Devotionals are available on the Narthex table!  
 

 2016 DAILY TEXTS You may use one of them from a prior year out on the table in the Narthex.  

 You may also purchase the 2016 version at: 

  http://www.mountcarmelministries.com/product/daily-texts-2016/   

 
SPIRITUAL GROWTH OPPORTUNITIES: ALL NEWCOMERS are WELCOME to COME! 

 

SUNDAYS: 

 

 ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL, 9AM     “Sit Walk Stand” by Watchman Nee 

We have been studying Ephesians with the Christian classic by Watchman Nee, “Sit Walk Stand.”  

Order a copy and come join! 

 

FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL continues … First Sunday of the month! 

Following worship on Sunday mornings (11:15 AM approx.) 
We will continue with an intergenerational approach, having some of our more experienced members share 

with our children. So far, several have shared their faith stories with our children. Others will as well. We are 

building a faith web around our children. For more info, see:  http://www.faithwebbing.com/  

 

TUESDAY MORNINGS, 10AM:   TIMOTHY PROJECT BIBLE Study 
 Listen and Get to Know Jesus:  Reading and Studying the entire Bible over three years: 

 Recognize the personal practical voice of Jesus in His word. Learn a simple thorough study method to fully 

 understand Scripture. Practice praying. Get to know Jesus. No Bible experience needed. Newcomers are 

 always welcome. Taught by Pastor Wendy. “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teach

 ing, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly 

 equipped for every good work.” 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (hence, the name: “Timothy Project” Bible Study). 

 
THURSDAYS, 7PM:  The Apprentice Series: Growing with Jesus in the Good and Beautiful Life 

Using Scripture, soul training exercises, comfortable conversation, we will continue on with the second book 

in the series: “The Good and Beautiful Life.” This is an awesome opportunity to deepen your prayer life, 

hear personally from Jesus in His word and allow Him to transform your words, thoughts, character, actions 

and habits into His image, will and ways. NEWCOMERS are always welcome! 

 

Inquiries or interest related to the above opportunities, contact Pastor Wendy or Pastor Joel! 

http://www.mountcarmelministries.com/product/daily-texts-2016/
http://www.faithwebbing.com/
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INVESTING IN THE KINGDOM: 

From February, 2016: 

Hope has taken in $  22,362 

Hope has spent $  21,363 

Net Income  $       999 

Available for operations $ 18,174 

The nominating committee is currently looking for members to fill the upcoming vacancies on council: 

President-Elect, Secretary, and one At-Large Member.  If you are interested in serving on church council, 

please contact Candy Moltz, Carolee Juergens, Barbara York or Donna Hackney. You can also contact Pas-

tor Joel or President-Elect Ed Longstreet. Please prayerfully consider filling one of these positions. 

There is also a need for help with the yard maintenance. If you are interested, please contact Candy Moltz. 

“I Choose You.” 

Women’s Together Conference 

Sponsored by Trinity Church, Cedar Hill 

June 1-3, 2016 

Register today at togetherconference.com 

Speakers: 

Maria Durso, Thelma Wells, Cindy Jacobs, 

Becky Hennesy, Jean Jobs, Niya Cotton 
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Our own, Samantha Fain modeled at Good Shepherd’s spring inspirational gathering on March 5.  

Go to Germany in 2017! 500th Anniversary of the Reformation 

In 2017, it will be 500 years since Martin Luther posted 95 ideas (theses) for debate on the church door in a small 

town in Germany in 1517, launching what is known as the “Reformation.” 

 

You are invited! 

The trip dates are April 24 – May 4 2017. Pre-trip dates to Italy are April 20-24. 

A unique and amazing opportunity awaits you to travel with Dr. Walter Sundberg, retired professor of Church His-

tory from Luther Seminary of St. Paul, MN. You could plan your own tour, but you would not be able to travel to 

these sights aided by the insights of a very dynamic, thoughtful and knowledgable teacher like Dr. Sundberg. Dr. 

Sundberg will teach at all the Reformation historical sites. He will also teach on a pre-trip to Rome, Florence and 

Venice, recounting the history leading to the Reformation. The trip will end in Berlin. Throughout the trip, conver-

sation will be encouraged to consider the implications of the Reformation insights for our time. In the midst of the 

trip, “Martin and Katy Luther” played by Johan and Sonja Hinderlie will be offering humorous and insightful dra-

mas along the way. Johan and Sonja are the retired directors of Mount Carmel Ministries, a Lutheran Bible camp 

and former summer campus of Lutheran Bible Institute, located in Alexandria, MN. Pastors Joel and Wendy have 

been asked to be a part of tour to Germany in 2017. More detailed information along with registration information 

is available on our website at: 

http://www.hopelutheran.net/2016/01/28/go-to-germany-in-2017-500th-anniversary-of-reformation/ 
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Other Opportunities to Know Follow & Serve Jesus! 

 

Let Pastor Wendy (pastor.wendy@sbcglobal.net) know of your interest in any of the following opportuni-

ties! 

 

Renewing the Church Through Senior Ministry: Thursday, April 7 

Webinar by Pastor Brad Hales 
  

The local congregation is “graying” at a rapid rate. Over 10,000 people each day are turning 65 years of age. In-

stead of lamenting the “aging of the church,” we need to embrace it and help older adults grow in their discipleship 

of Jesus. Through “second half ministry” a congregation can be renewed and “re-fired” for mission.  For more in-

formation - please see the video introduction to this new series: 

Renewing the Church Through Senior Ministry 

Join us on the first Thursday of each month at 7.30 pm EST for a free webinar, beginning Thursday, April 

7th.  To register or for more information, please visit: http://bit.ly/1Umux8V 

 

Recognizing Jesus Speaking to You! 

 

Do you know how to recognize the personal practical voice of Jesus? In John 10:4, Jesus taught: “the sheep follow 

the good shepherd, for they know his voice.” Jesus speaks His word to us in four ways: written word (Scriptures), 

spoken word, (e.g., preaching), revealed word (“still small voice”), and the “Word made flesh.” Sometime in 2016 

following the Mission & Discernment process, we will spend a day, listening for Jesus’ personal practical voice 

and using time-tested practices that have been used throughout history for recognizing Jesus’ personal voice. Let 

Pastor Wendy know of your interest! 

 

Ordinary People Hearing God’s Call 

 

Find out how! The living God has always accomplished His important work through ordinary people like you … 

people with fears, insecurities … people who weak and foolish! Yes! Jesus is calling you and has unique and im-

portant kingdom work for you to do! This is a workshop for discovering and discerning Jesus’ call! Together, we 

will listen for Jesus' call! Already the Lord has empowered you for His call. He has prepared the places where He 

desires for you to carry out His call. Continually, Jesus is personally calling you to uniquely participate in His mas-

terful plan and purposes. We will focus on five “P” words: Jesus’ power, His places, His plan, His purposes … and 

pressing on in the call to which He is calling you! Church in Biblical Greek literally means “called out ones” … 

ordinary people “called out” by Jesus to transform the world! You are the church, one of the “called out ones.” Do 

you know Jesus’ 24/7 call? If you’re unsure, you may be missing out of something important and wonderful that 

God has in mind for you! Have you ever spent some time seeking Him and discerning His unique call to you! This 

workshop will be built around the time constraints of those who are interested! Let Pastor Wendy know of your 

interest! 

https://vimeo.com/159271760
http://bit.ly/1Umux8V
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The Easter Lilies lending their  

beauty to the Sanctuary during the 

Easter service have be  

given by: 

 

The Barnett Family 

The Foster Family 

The Hackney Family 

The Janke Family* 

The Juergens Family 

Joe Kyle** 

The Liberatore Family 

The Mohan Family 

The Moltz Family 

Valerie Peterson*** 

The Pleasants Family 

The Radke Family 

The Still family 

The Strand Family**** 

The York Family 

 

*Given in memory of Loved Ones 

**Given in memory of Brenda Kyle 

***Given in Loved Ones memory 

****Given in memory of Hazel Linder 
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Prayers and Words of Encourage-

Our homebound members and friends enjoy 

visits, calls and cards.  Please take a few min-

utes out for those who can no longer get out 

and about. 

Send Us Your Favorite or 

Most Significant Bible Verses 
 

Each month we are featuring, in the Hope Women’s 

Page, Bible Verses that the ladies of Hope consider 

a favorite or as significant in their lives. We would 

like you to share your verses with our readers. 

Please send your verses to Karine Samer at hopese-

cretary@sbcglobal.net or leave it in her mail box at 

church. 

In the Hospital: 

Steve Kenyon 

953 Hampel Road 

Palmer, Texas 75152-6040 

817.913.1396 

Email: sandb1986@gmail.com 

 

Wayne Eastman 

Charlton Hospital, Rm.4034 

 

At Home: 

Nina Griggs 

440 Cambridge Drive 

DeSoto, Texas 75115-5608 

972.223.6353 

Email: bngriggs@sbcglobal.net  

 

Carol Newman 

401 Shadowwood Trail 

Red Oak, Texas 75154-1425 

972.217.1463 
Email: swissmiss1927@att.net  

 

Gail Riggins 

1217 Reeves Lane 

Cedar Hill, Texas 75104-7307 

214.546.6119 

Gail.riggins@yahoo.com 

 

Homebound Residents 

Marian Black 

Horizon Bay 

355 W. Westchester Pkwy, #A207 

Grand Prairie, TX 75052 

214.235.0371 
 

Marv Christensen 

812 Vince Lane 

DeSoto, TX 75115-4410 

972.223.5172 

Email address: marvinchristensen@att.net 
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EPHESIANS 6:10-13~   10 Finally, be strong in the 

Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor 

of God, so that you can take your stand against the 

devil’s schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh 

and blood, but against the rulers, against the authori-

ties, against the powers of this dark world and against 

the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 
13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when 

the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your 

ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 

Contributor:  Pat Foster 

 

April Birthdays 

Pam Armistead  4/09 

Nathan Gilbert  4/13 

Peter Gaultney  4/26 

Debbie Emmons  4/27 

Stefan Berthelsen  4/28 

  

April Anniversaries 

Lynn & Pat Foster  4/16 

Richard & Kathy Grace  4/17 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 Mission & Dis-

cernment 9AM 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 Faith Circle 

7:30 PM 

13 14 15 16 Mission & 

Discernment 

9AM 

17 Council Meet-

ing 11:30AM 

18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 Mission & 

Discernment 

9AM 

Tuesday Morning: Timothy Project      10:00AM 

Thursday: The Apprentice Series   7:00 PM 

Friday: Hope Prayer Time at Church  10:00 PM 

 

Sunday Schedule: 

Sunday School  ~ 9:00 AM  

Worship ~ 10:00 AM  

First Sunday of the Month 

Intergenerational Sunday School ~ 11:15 AM 
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    Hope  

    Lutheran  

   Church 
917 Straus Road 

Cedar Hill Texas 75104 

www.hopelutheran.net 

 

 
Return Service Requested 

“There is a time for everything, 
    and a season for every activity under the heavens.”  
Ecclesiastes 3:1 


