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Never has the truth of I John 1:7 been more clear for Hope Lutheran Church than now. Our
most recent struggles have mostly come out of a failure of walking in the light. Walking in
the light means to be walking in openness and honesty. It means saying what you think to
the proper people rather than speaking about others improperly. Walking in the light keeps
us together and leads to health. Walking in secret and hiding leads us away from each other
and causes a sickness in the body of Christ.
Rev. David Wendel, assistant to the Bishop in the NALC, helped us to think about walking
in the light on Saturday, March 22nd. Here are two points he made which should become
our marching orders.
The council is the proper place to share your concerns about the church. You
should come in person to do this. Sharing with council members in hopes of them
carrying your water to the council, without your name attached, is walking in darkness. It allows people to speak without being responsible for what they are saying.
It is communication without fingerprints. It is communication without accountability.
For too long Hope has been doing this. Therefore, most people think it is the council’s
job to hear concerns and communicate those concerns without an original name attached to the concern.
This will no longer be the case. If you want something said to the council you will be
told to bring those thoughts in person. Open, honest, caring communication is to be
the order of the day. This kind of communication brings about fellowship and creates health in the body of Christ.
(Continued on page 2)
Mission Statement: To discover and respond to our call

TO KNOW JESUS

TO FOLLOW JESUS
in unique ministries.

TO SERVE JESUS

(Continued from page 1)
Triangulation is not acceptable. No longer is it acceptable to use phrases like “people are saying,” or “a lot of
people think.” If you have something to say then speak for yourself. A phrase such as “many people
think…” is a phrase of darkness. How many? Who are they? The lack of specificity is darkness.
From now on you will be asked to name names if you should say, “People are saying…” If you do not wish to
name names then you should keep the thought to yourself or speak only for yourself. This is healthy communication. This is light. And it fosters fellowship.
Hope is embarking on a new day. The good news of I John 1:7 is that “the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from
all sin.” Our falling short is not the last word. We are not stuck in our failure. A new day is upon us.
Come, let us walk in the light, as the Son is in the light!

Pastor Joel

April Sunday School
When Things Feel Like They are Falling Apart
Ezekiel knew what it was like to feel like everything was falling apart. Israel was going into exile. Ezekiel’s task
was to prophetically show what was happening and show why, while at the same time helping Israel look forward in
hope.
In April, because of Easter and because I will be on vacation on the 27th, I will only have two Sunday School classes.
On the 6th and 13th we will look at two famous chapters of Ezekiel that are filled with hope: “the valley of the dry
bones” (chapter 37) and “the living river flowing from the temple” (chapter 47).
There will be no Sunday School on the 20th because of the Easter breakfast.
Then on the April 27, a guest pastor will lead Sunday School.

Maundy Thursday
This year’s Maundy Thursday service will be a healing service not first for individuals, but primarily for the healing
of Hope Lutheran Church as a whole.
At the first Last Supper the disciples were divided, arguing, whispering, and out of focus. The first communion and
instruction at that supper began to reverse and heal these dark realities.
Come and pray for the same sort of reversal and healing for Hope Lutheran Church. The service will be quiet, contemplative, and have moments of silence. Prayer with anointing will be offered for proxy prayer for the church as a
whole. Communion will be an expectant seeking for God’s healing presence.
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April Dates
April 2 6:00 PM
April 2 7:00 PM

Supper
Lenten Service “Third Commandment”

April 6 9:00 AM
April 6 10:00 AM

When Things Have Fallen Apart
Dry Bones Ezekiel 37
Worship
“The Second Command”

April 9 6:00 PM
April 9 7:00 PM

Supper
Lenten Service “The First Command”

Ap 12 10:00-12:00

Council Meeting

Ap 13 9:00 AM
Ap 13 10:00 AM

When Things Have Fallen Apart
Palm Sunday

Flowing River Ezekiel 47

Ap 17 7:00 PM
Maundy Thursday Healing Service
Ap 18 7:00 PM
Good Friday service at First United Methodist Church, Cedar Hill
Ap 19 8:00 AM to 8:00 PM Prayer Vigil
Ap 20 9:00 AM
Ap 20 10:00 AM

Easter Breakfast
Easter Celebration “Living the Hope”

Ap 27 9:00 AM
Ap 27 10:00 AM

Guest Pastor at Sunday School
Guest Pastor will preach.

3

Reflections: Discipleship and Church Growth
Historically, Americans aren’t used to feeling anxious about “church growth;” however in our
times, anxiety is all around. In response to this anxiety, I will share three basic points. The first point
will be a bit of perspective. The second two points will be specific kingdom growth principles that are
emphasized over and over in the Holy Scriptures, the lessons of church history, and even in my own
ministry experience:
We cannot be stuck in the past.
Some things kill kingdom growth.
Discipleship is Jesus’ plan for kingdom growth.

We cannot be stuck in the past
About fifty years ago, America was a church-going culture. If people did not have a church, most
likely they were out “shopping” for a church. Thus, people of the church waited for church shoppers
to show up and when they arrived, they were warmly welcomed, a niche was found for them to participate, and then it was hoped they would stick around. This was considered “out”reach. About
twenty-five years ago, people were already beginning to drift away from “church.” About that time,
the “attractional” approach to “out”reach was born. What advertising, website, program, alluring
church name, type and location of building, exciting array of activities for all ages could you offer to
“attract” those who might not have a church or might be looking for a church? There are still a small
few who are “attracted” by such approaches, and there is nothing wrong with any of these mentioned
things. Note though, both welcoming church shoppers and “attracting” newcomers are not “out”reach,
but rather are more about people coming “in.” Furthermore, if these approaches are overly emphasized, people can easily become mere church consumers and spectators, and church gatherings can
easily adopt a predominately “in”ward focus. With that said, we can no longer be stuck in the past.
We are rapidly becoming a wayward, lost and as a result an unchurched culture, particularly with
younger generations. People who are unchurched are not waking up on Sunday morning wondering if
and where to go to church, and aren’t likely to be “attracted” somewhere. It is time for real
“out”reach, and to seriously consider what motivates a believer in Jesus to do real “out”reach.
Some things kill kingdom growth
Jesus told the parable of the sower (Matthew 13, Mark 4, and Luke 8), clearly indicating that some
things bring growth and other things inhibit growth: the rocky ground, the evil one (devil), and the
thorns that choke. First, hardness of heart caused by sin (God abandonment of some sort) ruling and
reigning in a person’s life certainly precludes Jesus’ living presence and word taking root and growing. Second, the evil one certainly can kill growth, “stealing, killing and destroying” through many
and various behaviors (John 10:10). Let’s not be naïve. The evil one is out to “steal, kill and destroy”
the Lord’s agenda and you as a believer. The evil one destroys individuals through distractions and
detours of various kinds. The evil one destroys kingdom growth in church gatherings through milder
behaviors such as unfriendliness, cliques, commiserating, laziness, blaming, and also through more
serious destructive behaviors such as gossip, toxic negativity, sabotage and undermining of leadership, witch-hunting, and protecting people who engage these behaviors. Third, in the parable of the
sower, Jesus also speaks of the thorns that choke growth, the cares and worries of life: love of money,
etc. Certainly, we live in a day and age when many and various priorities take precedence over Jesus
ruling and reigning in our lives above all else.
(Continued on page 5)
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Discipleship is Jesus’ plan for kingdom growth for all ages
As Jesus announced and began his kingdom ministry, He also called ordinary people to be his disciples. He invited them to know him in a living relationship, to follow him, learning from him as his
apprentices so that they could be trained to serve and partner with him in saving and transforming
the world. He saved and transformed the world by bringing his rule, reign, redemption, and resurrection power to bear on every person, place and problem.
Jesus has died and risen from the dead, is still alive, longs to be alive in your entire life, and
is still calling disciples including YOU! People of all ages who live in an active living relationship
with Jesus become trained as His disciples over many years through six essential dimensions, resulting in common behaviors and desires. Hopefully being trained as Jesus’ disciple through these six dimensions begins as a child in the home and continues throughout one’s entire life. With everyone,
this training begins with basics (infancy) and leads to maturity. Living with Jesus as an active disciple
is never practiced in isolation, but rather with other believers in mutual and healthy relationships
based upon trust and accountability. The first dimension is most necessary and fundamental. Of the
other dimensions, often a person starts with one of them, though all of them overlap and will necessarily lead to the other dimensions. Various teaching approaches and materials may be used for each
dimension. I have my own personal preferences for each dimension.
Knowing Jesus and the Father: Through Conversion, Reawakening and Continual Repentance People come to know Jesus through conversion, either through baptism when young or
hearing the word, profession of faith and baptism when older. Conversion is made possible by
Jesus’ death on the cross, resurrection to new life, and the forgiveness of sin. Sometimes people who have come to trust and know Jesus in the past need to be reawakened because they
have drifted away like the prodigal sons (Luke 15:11ff), or fallen asleep (Ezekiel 37). Every
believer also needs continual transformation and repentance as prescribed by the scriptures, and
to know how to engage practices where the Holy Spirit can bring repentance and transformation. Invitation and witness are needed. Certainly, gifted evangelists need to be out and about
(and through media) preaching the gospel word that transforms, offering opportunities (even
altar calls) to mark times of conversion, reawakening and continual repentance.
Scripture Becoming the Living Active Word of God Jesus told us, we cannot live by bread
alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God. Jesus is still speaking through His
word. The Holy Scriptures are the most complete revelation of God’s word. Often, hunger for
the word is first developed through God’s promises, first spoken and then later through devotional reading. Over time, we hope that people will be fed almost daily by Jesus’ word in Scripture, and transformed by the good news found there. People must be taught how to listen for
God speaking personally through His word, and also how to carefully study the Scriptures and
understand the whole of them so that they can faithfully teach and preach them.
Practicing Spiritual Formation Disciplines, especially Prayer as a Means of Grace Jesus tells
us that prayer (conversation with the living God) is evidence of our trust (faith) in Him. People
need to explore and practice various forms of prayer as well as the many other practices
through which Jesus imparts and transforms us with His grace: worship, Holy Communion,
meditative prayer, confession, fasting, lectio divina, silence, Sabbath, simplicity, generosity,
and many more. We do not earn Jesus’ love and favor through these practices or anything that
we do, but rather we intentionally place ourselves in His presence, receiving His grace in order
to be transformed.
(Continued on page 6)
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Actively Desiring and Inviting the Life and Power of the Holy Spirit We are encouraged to be
continually filled with the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18) so that we can live in the fullness of all
that the Lord desires for us. We also need to train people to pray for others, anointing with oil
and continually inviting the Holy Spirit and God’s miraculous power into their lives.
Training to Actively Make Other Disciples: Jesus was actively involved in training and equipping others to proclaim and demonstrate the kingdom in the same way that He did. We should
also. We can invite others to worship. We can witness. We can also know how to live as a disciple and train others how to live as a disciple, having learned and practiced needed tools for
training others to become disciples.
Incorporating Jesus’ Call into All of Life (24/7) … Family, Work, “Glocal,” and the Gathering of Believers: Ordinary people knowing how to hear and incorporate Jesus’ call into all of
life, 24/7 … it’s foundational and crucial to being a Christian and the church. Church in Biblical Greek literally means “called out ones.” The Holy Spirit has uniquely equipped believers
called by Jesus with His power and gifts so they can partner with Him in His kingdom purposes, having a transformative influence and impact in the mission field of their lives: family,
work, community, world and the gathering of believers.
The teachings of Jesus, The Acts of the Apostles and the lessons of church history all support this
relationship between training disciples of Jesus and kingdom growth. My ministry experience does as
well. As people of all ages are intentionally trained in these six dimensions over many years, kingdom
fruitfulness like that in the parable of the sower will result. I first learned about these dimensions by
observing the pastors and leaders in my home church. After persevering and training people in these
six dimensions over many years, suddenly our church exploded in a few short years from a few hundred people to several thousand, “surprising” my pastors. “Surprising?” Yes, because discipleship and
transforming the world were their goals, not the growth of an organization called “church,” though
“church” growth became an unexpected byproduct. As a minister myself, I have seen people who did
not know Jesus become people of prayer, develop a vision for world mission, become missionaries,
pastors, church workers and church planters. I have seen ordinary people transform the apartment
buildings where they lived with Jesus’ presence, befriending the lonely, praying for Jesus’ healing,
leading people to a living relationship with Jesus, and ushering the dying to their heavenly homes. I
have seen people who did not know the Scriptures become people having a passion for their lost
neighbors, or a deep compassion for the hungry. I have seen this kingdom growth with old and young
people. I have also witnessed “church” growth in church gatherings where I have served as a minister
and leader.
Please note again: Church in Biblical Greek literally means “called out ones.” “Ones”… ordinary
people “called” by Jesus “out” to save and transform the world … this is church! Church is you and
me … ordinary believers and disciples called by Jesus. Scripturally and fundamentally, church is not
an organization, building, institution, or place. The real goal for us as the church is to go “out”… to
save and transform the world by bringing Jesus’ kingdom to bear on people, places and problems, not
primarily to get a lot of people to come “in” our church building. Then what is the measure of kingdom growth? It is observable when we see the rule and reign of Jesus and the kingdom life happening
in a greater way in people (person by person by person), places and problems … year by year by year.
And when we see it happening, that is true kingdom growth brought about by Jesus who has died for
our sins, risen from the dead, still alive, continuing what He began 2000 years ago, and working
through His disciples … His body … living and active on earth today.
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New Discipleship Opportunities
We are attempting to offer and expand our discipleship opportunities! We also hope to train people of
significant maturity and character to lead these opportunities for the long-term! We would like to encourage everyone in the congregation to commit themselves to growing through at least one opportunity. As background, read the article entitled, Reflections: Discipleship and Church Growth.
Here are the opportunities:
Conversion, Reawakening and Continual Repentance
We will be proactively praying and thinking about this in relationship to preaching.
We hope to teach some of the 3dm principles of continual repentance in other settings.
Scripture is the Living Active Word of God
We hope to actively train a couple of people to teach the Timothy Project Bible Study longterm, especially the study method and ways to listen for Jesus speaking in His word.
Anyone is welcome to join the Timothy Project Bible Study at any time! We will be reviewing the study method and listening practices following the Lenten season.
Intentionally Practice Spiritual Formation Disciplines, especially Prayer as a Means of Grace
The Apprentice Series by James Bryan Smith (student of Dallas Willard). We are in conversation with a couple of people who are praying about leading this series. We will be
announcing the leader, time and place. Let us know if you are interested.
Actively and Continually Desire and Invite the Life and Power of the Holy Spirit
We will be offering an opportunity to be trained to pray for others, anointing with oil and
inviting the Holy Spirit and the miraculous power of God into their lives. Harriette Hedderick and Elizabeth Brockarie will lead the training. Time and date will be announced
once Harriette’s health issues are resolved.
We hope to train a couple of people to train others over the long-term.
Actively Make Other Disciples (after being trained as a disciple)
We will continue the one active huddle training group. We are hopeful over time that they
will feel comfortable initiating their own huddles.
We hope to begin one new women’s training huddle and one new men’s training huddle.
We also hope to incorporate some of the 3dm discipleship and training principles into other
settings.
Incorporate Jesus’ Call into All of Life (24/7) … Family, Work, “Glocal” & the Gathering of
Believer
She will lead an “Ordinary People Called by Jesus” Seminar … We are still working on dates as
this will be scheduled around a couple of people who will be trained for the ministry development
function and also others who are interested … possibly early May or some weekday evenings in early
June. See separate announcement.
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Support Rev Dr. Gemechis Buba
Media Ministry... now reaching 17
million per week including the Islamic
world. Make an extra offering of $50
to $100 (supports one broadcast). Designate to "Buba Media Ministry."
Rev. Buba is the Assistant to the
Bishop for Mission for the North American Lutheran Church (NALC). Learn more on our webTimothy Project Bible Study, 7:15PM (resuming
its normal time on April 23): Study the Gospels.
Learn an in-depth study method and learn to hear
Jesus speak and reveal his personal and practical
guidance in His word. No experience needed and
open to anyone at any time! During Lent, we meet
for a shortened study after the worship service.
No study on April 16.
NEW! Custom Designed Reflection Guide: Ordinary People Hearing God’s Call by Pastor
Wendy & Steve Harr. Hear Jesus’ call and incorporate it into all of your life … family, work, community, world and “church.” Assists in answering:
“Who am I?” and “What am I to do?”

SEMINAR: Ordinary People Transforming the
World: Incorporating Jesus’ Call into All of Life
(24/7) Already the Holy Spirit has uniquely
equipped you, a believer called by Jesus with His
power and gifts so you can partner with Him in His
kingdom purposes, having a transformative influence and impact in your everyday life: family,
work, community, world and the gathering of believers. Ordinary people knowing how to hear and
incorporate Jesus’ call into all of life, 24/7 … it’s
foundational and crucial to being a Christian and
the church. Find out how! Find answers for normal
reoccurring life questions: “Who am I?” & “What
am I to do?” The seminar is fun, non-threatening
and includes time for reflection, prayer and comfortable conversation. Great food also! Taught by
Pastor Wendy
INVESTING IN THE KINGDOM:
Offerings minus Expenses…
Actual YTD: -$2,987
Budgeted YTD: -$1,796
Overall Balance for operations: $15,465
(Cash less liabilities) (1/31/2014).

Inner Mission (for youth): Sunday evenings, 6PM at the
Berthelsen's. Food by Lezlie. Singing by Pastor Joel.
Explore the wide world of developing an intentional
and regular quiet time with Jesus that fits you... we are
on an “inner mission” to know Him better. Friends invited. Dates will be in the bulletins

Seminar Dates/Times: I am scheduling around
people who have an interest in being trained for the
ministry development function of our church and
also others who are interested. We are hoping for
early May or weekday evenings in early June. Let
Pastor Wendy know of your interest (214-477-0429
or pastor.wendy@sbcglobal.net)

Flowering Cross ~ It has become an annual event at Hope. Each Easter morning
Hope’s members have brought their beautiful flowers from home and place them in
the Flowering Cross. We invite you to place your
flowers in the cross this wonderful Easter morning.
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Prayers and Words of Encouragement
Recovering at home ~
Fran Christensen
Park Manor
207 E. Parkerville Road, Rm. #211
DeSoto, TX 75115-6251

Our homebound members and friends enjoy
visits, calls and cards. Please take a few minutes out for those who can no longer get out
and about.

Carl Metzger ~ At Home
1144 Stoney Creek Drive
Cedar Hill, Texas 751043402
972.293.3988
ruddigore@sbcglobal.net
Carol Newman
401 Shadowwood Trail
Red Oak Texas, 75154
972.217.1463
Email: swissmiss1927@att.net
In the hospital ~ none

Easter Lilies lend their splendor to our Sanctuary on Easter Sunday. You may purchase them
in honor/memory of someone, event or for yourself to plant in your garden. Watch for the signup sheet on the bulletin board in the Narthex.
The sign-up deadline is April 12th. More details
will be in the coming bulletins.

These members appreciate your prayers and
words of encouragement.

Marian Black
Horizon Bay
355 W. Westchester Pkwy, #A207
Grand Prairie, TX 75052
214.235.0371
Marv Christensen
812 Vince Lane
DeSoto, TX 75115-4410
972.223.5172
Email address: marvinchristensen@att.net
Joanna Snow
The Sterling House
1771 Country Club Drive
Mansfield, TX 76063
Mailing Address: 21 Devon Court
Mansfield, Texas 76063-4890

Send Us Your Favorite or
Most Significant Bible Verses
Each month we are featuring, in the Hope Women’s
Page, Bible Verses that the ladies of Hope consider
a favorite or as significant in their lives. We would
like you to share your verses with our readers.
Please send your verses to Karine Samer at hopesecretary@sbcglobal.net or leave it in her mail box at
church.
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Matthew 6:25-34~

April Anniversaries
Lynn & Pat Foster
Richard & Kathy Grace

4/16
4/17

April Birthdays
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Harriette Hedderick
Kristyn Kalsnes
Pam Armistead
Deana Gibson
Evan Dahl
Nathan Gilbert
Ben Knoll
Fran Christensen
Dennis DeWeerd
Derek Slayton
Peter Gaultney
Katherine Nelson
Debbie Emmons
Jeff Standerfer
Stefan Berthelsen
Austin Hill

4/02
4/04
4/09
4/09
4/10
4/13
4/20
4/21
4/25
4/25
4/26
4/26
4/27
4/27
4/28
4/28

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry
about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your
body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the
body more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they
do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable
than they? 27 Can any one of you by worrying add a single
hour to your life[a]?
28
“And why do you worry about clothes? See how
the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I
tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was
dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the
grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is
thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—you
of little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’
or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the
pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father
knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and
his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as
well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow
will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its
own.down at the right hand of the throne of God”
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Contributor: Carolee Juergens

Sun

6

Mon

Tue

7

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4 No

Friday
Night Prayer

5

8

9

10

11

No Friday
Night Prayer

12

18

19

Faith Circle
7:30 PM
13

14

15

16 No

HOLY WEEK

Wednesday Night
Activities

17

7PM

20

21

22

23

27

28

29

30

Sunday Schedule:
Sunday School ~ 9:00 AM
Worship ~ 10:00 AM

No Friday Night
Prayer
No Friday
Night Prayer
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8AM-8PM
26

Holy Week April 13-20

Lenten Wednesday Night Activities:
April 2 & 9
Lenten Dinner
Lenten Worship Service
Timothy Project
Adult Choir Rehearsal
No Wed. Quiet Prayer Service
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7:00 PM

Sign-up Deadline
Council Meeting

6:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:45 PM
7:45 PM

No Wednesday Night Activities
Maundy Thursday Service
Good Friday Service at First
Methodist Church Cedar Hill
Prayer Vigil
Easter Sunday
Breakfast
Worship

7:00 PM
7:00 PM
8:00 AM-8:00 PM
9:00 AM
10:00 AM
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Hope
Lutheran
Church
917 Straus Road
Cedar Hill Texas 75104
www.hopelutheran.net

Return Service Requested
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